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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON SUBVERSIVE ACTIVI- 
TIES TO THE LEGISLATURE OF THE TERRITORY OF 
HAWAII, MARCH 1953 


INTRODUCTORY 


The Commission on Subversive Activities of the Territory of Hawaii was cre- 
ated by the Territorial legislature in 1949. The enabling joint resolution took 
effect on October 26, 1949, and 7 commissioners were appointed on December 2, 
1949. One appointee was not confired. The vacancy thereby created has existed 
for nearly 2% years. 

On March 5, 1951, the commission submitted its first report to the legislature 
and to the governor of Hawaii, as required by law. The instant report, required 
to be filed with the legislature not later than March 2, 1953, is the commission’s 
second report. In the interim between the submission of the two reports the 
commission has kept certain Government departments and officers cognizant of 
information concerning situations or persons of official concern to them. 

As was true of the commission‘s 1951 report, the present report is chiefly con- 
fined to a study of the personalities and activities of the Communist Party of 
Hawaii. This results from the fact that the Commission has no information 
indicating the existence in Hawaii of Fascist, Nazi, Ku Klux Klan and other sub- 
versive or totalitarian organizations or persons. 

This report will show that the almost continuous public exposure of Commu- 
nist Party members and activities in Hawaii during the past 2 years has had 
the effect of further weakening the party, driving away many of its members, 
making uncritical persons more cautious about assisting Communist ventures, 
and of forcing the hard core of the party even further underground. 

In preparing its 1953 report, this commission has drawn upon many sources 
for its information and for corroboration. In most instances where a person is 
referred to as a Communist Party member or official, or as a Communist, the 
commission’s evaluation is based upon sworn testimony taken before it, or in the 
pending Smith Act trial of seven Communist Party leaders in the United States 
district court in Honolulu, or before other committees, Federal or State, which 
have been investigating Communist Party activities in the United States. Other 
sources of information include investigative interviews and surveillances, reports 
of confidential informants, findings of other authoritative agencies, reports by 
former members of the Communist Party, and documents and propaganda mate- 
rials of the Communist Party and its fronts. 

In connection with its use of terms relating to communism, this commission 
wishes to invite attention to several introductory passages of its 1951 report, 
which are also applicable to its present report: 

“The mere mention of any person, organization, or institution in this report 
is not meant to imply subversive activity on his or its part, unless this commis- 
sion states a conclusion to that effect or unless the facts obviously so show. 
When the commission describes anyone as a ‘Communist’ or as a ‘Communist 
Party member,’ it is meant that the particular person has been identified as such 
on evidence deemed sufficient by this commission, and that such person has not 
been shown by satisfactory evidence to have disassociated himself from the 
Communist movement. 

“A ‘Communist,’ so considered by this commission, is one who knowingly assists 
(or reasonably should know he is assisting) the furtherance of communism. * * * 

“The Communist may be of several types, and is not necessarily a member of 
the Communist Party. There are ‘open’ and ‘secret’ party members. * * * 
Furthermore, there are persons who consciously adhere to and support commu- 
nism without formally joining the Communist Party. This commission considers 
such persons to be ‘Commuttists’ if they function as such, regardless of their lack 
of formal membership in the party. fact, & fs reported, in recent years the 
Communist Party, as a security measure, has not permitted certain ‘secret com- 
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rades’ to join the party. It would be unrealistic to exclude such persons from the 
category of ‘Communists’.” 

In this report several persons who in the past were members of the Com- 
munist Party, but who are known later to have disassociated themselves from 
the party, are referred to as “identified” Communist Party members, or in 
similar terms. Wherever such a reference appears, it is to be understood to 
mean that the person concerned was a member of the Communist Party at the 
time or under the circumstances mentioned in the context. 

In collecting and evaluating thousands of bits of source material upon which 
this report is based, the commission and its staff have tried to subject all in- 
formation and sources to accepted tests of credibility and reliability. The 
commission thus reports its findings, based upon a studied evaluation of credible 
information from reliable sources. It does not report mere suspicions or opin- 
ions. In view of the frenzied charges often made in opposition to legislation 
and investigating agencies investigating Communist Party activities—that inno- 
cent persons are or may be injured by such laws and agencies because of 
malicious information received, or by rank hearsay—this commission is pleased 
to report that almost no information has been offered to it anonymously or 
under any circumstances indicating a malicious motive. 

It is recognized, however, that humans do err. If any errors do exist in this 
report, their imprint is not irrevocable, but will be corrected upon a proper 
showing to the commission. In this regard, the commission invites attention to 
a portion of its first report (at pp. 4-5) : 

“This commission has tried diligently to minimize errors of every possible type 
in this report. Should any person, organization or institution deem itself ag- 
grieved by any statement in this report, this commission will accord a prompt 
hearing on the matter.” 

In the 2 years which have passed since its first report was submitted, this com- 
mission has found no material errors in that report. No person or organization 
has requested a hearing. Not even a letter of complaint has been received. 
These facts, taken in conjunction with the corroborating information collected 
by the commission in the interim, indicate the high degree of reliability of 
sources relied upon in compiling the 1951 report. 

Every government officer and agency should be sensitive to public reaction 
and criticism. This commission, therefore, has attempted to notice and record 
all comments on its operations and, in particular, on its first report. 


REACTIONS OF ALLEGED SUBVERSIVES 


As might be expected, the 1951 report was more eagerly sought, and undoubt- 
edly more thoroughly read and searched for error, by Communists and their 
sympathizers than by other persons. Subversives, understandabiy, had more 
interest in seeing whether they had been detected (and to what extent) than 
did others. 

In context with the paragraph quoted above (inviting aggrieved persons to 
complain), the 1951 report also stated: 

“The commission on subversive activities undertook its mission and has con- 
ducted its activties with the thought always in mind that it is dealing with 
the reputations, sensibilities, and fortunes of every person who might come to 
its attention. It has proceeded with the awareness that it was constituted to 
find facts, not to act as a prosecutive arm of government. * * *” 

Every person or group characterized as Communist was given a copy of the 
1951 report upon request. Among the organizations denominated as subversive 
in the report, or shown therein to be affiliated with subversive groups, who 
asked for and receipted for copies of the report were: 


Communist Party of Hawaii (by Charles K. Fujimoto) 

International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union (by Robert W. Mc- 
Elrath) 

Honolulu Record (by Edward G. Rohrbough) 

United Public Workers of America (by Henry B. Epstein) 

National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards (by Wallace Ho) 


Three individuals—two appearing on behalf of themselves personally, and one 
representing a group—called at the office of the commission shortly after the 
1951 report was released to the public by the legislature. Each of the three 
individuals asked, and was granted, permission to read the report, as it re 








SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 2685 


ferred to himself or to his organization. Each was informed that a hearing 
would be granted upon request, but none desired a hearing. 

The Communist Honolulu Record devoted an inside-page article to the 1951 
report, and ILWU radio spokesman Robert McElrath mentioned the report 
prominently on one of his broadcasts. Both promised further “exposés” of 
the report, but none materialized. 

In light of the experience of other official bodies which have investigated 
Communist activities—only to be challenged at every turn—this commission 
ean only conclude, respecting its 1951 report, that the persons and organizations 
denominated therein as subversive were in every instance correctly so labeled. 


OTHER REACTIONS 


In general, the daily press of Hawaii afforded adequate first-day coverage 
of the 1951 report when it was released by the legislature. However, “news” 
being what it is, the voluminous report made an insufficient impact on news- 
paper readers. That is, the 366-page report was given to the public by the daily 
press in 1 or 2 days, in which short space of time it could neither be adequately 
presented by the reporter nor absorbed by the reader. However, two weekly 
publications of limited circulation printed a lengthy digest of the report in 
serial form. 

It was unfortunate that some persons should relate the 1951 report to the 
issue of statehood for Hawaii. This commission—whose membership includes 
men of opposed views on statehood—warrants that its findings and conclusions 
have been made wholly on the basis of high evidentiary standards, without regard 
to the consequences thereof on political issues. 

The commission is pleased to state that no department of government, Terri- 
torial or county, has shown hostility to the operations of this agency or to its 
1951 report. On the contrary, since the 1951 report was released, many depart- 
ments and officers have requested the help of the commission on problems affect- 
ing them and possibly involving subversion. 


DISTRIBUTION OF THE 1951 REPoRT 


In response to its legislative direction, the commission on subversive activi- 
ties delivered its first report to both houses of the legislature and to the Gov- 
ernor of Hawaii on March 5, 1951. After the legislators had ample oppor- 
tunity to study the report, and in executive session had heard and questioned 
the commission’s counsel, the legislature released the report, in its entirety, 
on March 27, 1951. 

Because the commission was mandated to keep its report in a cenfidential 
status, and the question of its release to the public was one for determination 
by the legislature, only a limited number of copies were printed. These were 
barely sufficient, after release was authorized, to supply the press, to comply 
with the statutory requirement that public libraries be given copies, and to 
provide copies to heads of Territorial departments, and to Federal agencies 
charged with the investigation of subversive activities. As noted above, organ- 
izations adversely mentioned in the report were, upon request, given copies. 
However, it was with regret that the commission was not able to furnish copies 
of the report to many individual citizens and organizations in the Territory, as 
well as to mainland inquirers, who desired the report. 

It has been suggested many times that the commission should publish the 
1951 report in booklet form in sufficient quantity to make it available generally 
throughout the Territory. However, because the report was rendered to the 
legislature pursuant to its directive, and was not originated by the commission 
of its own initiative, it was felt that the considerable expenditure of public 
funds required for such purpose should not be made without express legislative 


authority. 
COMMUNIST PARTY—NATIONAL 


As a result of the indictment of the 12 national Communist leaders in New 
York in 1948, the Communist Party, United States of America, issued a directive 
ordering the destruction of all party membership cards and records and limiting 
party meetings to gatherings regarded as absolutely essential. Attendarice at 
these meetings was thereafter restricted to 3 or 4 party members and, whenever 
possible, the meetings were to be held in public places, such as at parks, beaches, 
or athletic fields. It was also recommended that efforts be made to hold the 
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meetings in moving automobiles in order to minimize the possibility of surveil- 
lance. The outbreak of hostilities in Korea and the convictions of Communist 
Party leaders in New York, Maryland, and California for conspiracy to violate 
the Smith Act influenced the party to intensify its security regulations to an 
even greater degree. 

Although the Communist Party has curtailed its clandestine conspiratorial 
activities, it has intensified its overt program of propaganda calculated to fur- 
ther its objectives under the guise of promoting the common good. 

During the final week of 1951 the Communist Party, United States of America, 
held its 15th national convention in New York City. 

In the course of the convention the delegates reelected to the party’s national 
committee for 1952 the entire group of 13 persons who comprised the national 
committee during 1951. These persons were the following: 


William Z. Foster Eugene Dennis 
Benjamin J. Davis Jack Stachel 
Elizabeth Gurley Flynn Robert Thompson 
John Gates John Williamson 
Gilbert Green Henry Winston 
Gus Hall Carl Winter 


Irving Potash 


Nine alternate members of the national committee were also selected. They 
were: 


Archie Brown Pettis Perry 

Fred Fine William Schneiderman 
James Jackson Sid Stein 

Claudia Jones Martha Stone 


Claude Lightfoot 


Immediately after their election, the national committee selected as its execu- 
tive officers : 

William Z. Foster, national chairman 
Eugene Dennis, general secretary 

Gus Hall, national secretary 

Henry Winston, organizational secretary 
John Williamson, labor secretary 

In September 1952, shortly before the national elections, the national com- 
mittee of the Communist Party, United States of America, held a conference in 
New York City at which it adopted its “election platform.” 

The “election platform” consisted mainly of a restatement of Communist 
Party policies and objectives, formulated by the 1951 national convention and 
the national committee of the Communist Party. As such, the “platform” was 
to be considered by the Communist Party throughout the United States as a 
guide to action. 

The influence of the Communist Party in the United States may be measured 
largely in terms of the success of its propaganda program. The importance 
of a well-organized propaganda apparatus as a means of conditioning the masses 
is one of the devices stressed as essential in the writings of Vladimir Lenin who 
has long been respected by Communists throughout the world as the leading 
authority in the interpretation and practical application of the doctrines of 
Karl Marx. A former Communist Party leader has described Communist propa- 
ganda as “the very life’s blood of the party.” 

In line with the importance placed upon propaganda by Lenin, Soviet Russia 
has organized and developed its worldwide propaganda machine to such a degree 
that it is recognized as the most elaborate and smoothly functioning agency of 
its kind in history. The report of the agitation and propaganda department 
(Agitprop) of the Comintern, issued between the meetings of the fifth Congress 
(1924) and the sixth Congress (1928), revealed that Agitprop has provided 
extensive aid to the press of the Communist Parties throughout the world. The 
report states: 

“The supply of the party press with useful material, which was one of the first 
and foremost through ‘Inprecorr’ (International Press Correspondence], proved 
to be the best way of influencing it.” __ 

Agitprop also “supported the taken for the organization of a tel ph 
agency which, since March 1927, been supplying firstly the biggest Com- 
munist newspapers in capitalist countries * * * and which has now extended 
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its work and is transmitting news between European countries.” It has been 
estimated that at the present time at least 100 Communist newspapers having 
a combined circulation in the millions are published daily in Western Europe 
alone. 

Utilizing its constituents in various countries of the world (such as the Com- 
munist Party in the United States and the Labor-Progressive Party in Canada), 
Soviet Russia has seized upon every opportunity to disseminate its subversive 
propaganda. A report of the House Un-American Activities Committee on the 
subject of un-American propaganda activities in the United States dated April 
1947, revealed that official sources have shown that in the middle of 1945 Moscow 
supplied 29 publications and news agencies in the United States with cable and 
radio news. Among those agencies was Allied Labor News, a source employed 
in Hawaii by the Honolulu Record. 

Testifying on the subject of Communist propaganda before the House Un-Amer- 
ican Activities Committee in Washington, D. C., J. Bdgar Hoover, Director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, stated : 

“The Communists have developed one of the greatest propaganda machines the 
world has ever known. They have been able to penetrate and infiltrate many 
respectable and reputable public opinion mediums. 

“They capitalize upon ill-founded charges associating known honest progres- 
sive liberals with left-wing causes. I have always entertained the view that 
there are few appellations more degrading that ‘Communist’ and hence it should 
be reserved for those justly deserving the degradation. 

“The Communist propaganda technique is designed to promote emotional re- 
sponse with the hope that the victim will be attracted by what he is told the 
Communist way of life holds in store for him. The objective, of course, is to 
develop discontent and hasten the day when the Communists can gather sufficient 
support and following to overthrow the American way of life. 

“Communist propaganda is always slanted in the hope that the Communist 
may be alined with liberal progressive causes. The honest liberal and progressive 
should be alert to this, and I bheiieve the Communists’ most effective foes can be 
the real liberals and progressives who understand their devious mechinations. 

“The deceptiveness of Communist ‘double talk’ fulfills the useful propaganda 
technique of confusion. In fact, Lenin referred to their peculiar brand of phrase- 
ology as ‘** * * that cursed Aesopian language * * * which * * * compelled all 
revolutionaries to have recourse, whenever they took up their pens to write a legal 
work.’ 

“Lenin used it for the purpose of avoiding ‘censorship.’ Communists today 
use it to mislead the public. 

“The use of the term ‘democracy’ by the Communists, we have learned to our 
sorrow, does not have the meaning to them that it does to us. To them it means 
communism and totalitarianism and our understanding of the term is regarded 
by them as imperialistic and Fascist.” 


The principal objectives of the propaganda of the Communist Party, U. S. A., 
based on this Commission’s analysis of national and local Communist propa- 
ganda and the conformity of that propaganda with the 1952 “election platform” 
of the Communist Party, U. 8S. A., are the following, which may be considered 
as the current Communist Party line: 

(1) Negotiate an immediate cease-fire in Korea. Continue negotiations 
on the “prisoner-of-war fssue.” 

(2) Effect a peaceful solution of the Korean problem in the U. N. Security 
Council, whose membership should include the representatives of the “Peo- 
ople’s Republic of China.” 

(3) Outlaw the atomic bomb. 

(4) Serap all peacetime military conscription plans. including universal 
military training and selective service. 

(5) Revise the Japanese Peace Treaty. 

(6) Withdraw all American troops from Japan. Relinquish American 
Inilitary bases there. 

(7) Cancel the North Atlantic pact. 

(8) Deny loans of any kind to Bain. 

(9) Establish normal diplomatic and trade relationships with the “Peo- 
ples’ Democracies” of Central and Bastern Burope. 

(10) Prohibit the rearmament of Western Germany. 

(11) Repeal the Smith and McCarran Acts. 

(12) Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee. 
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(13) Abolish the McCarran Internal Security Subcommittee. 

(14) Rescind ail loyalty orders. 

(15) Abolish the United States Attorney General’s “subversive list.” 

(16) End all screening of seamen, teachers, and Government employees. 

(17) Commute the death sentence of Russian spies Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg. 

(18) Repeal the Taft-Hartley law. 

(19) Enact a Federal compulsory Fair Employment Practices Act. 

(20) Demand a Presidential order outlawing “Jim Crowism” in the 
Armed Forces. 

This commission does not hold that because an organization adopts a policy 
(including any one of the above objectives) coinciding with the aims of the 
Communist Party proves, in itself, that the organization is intentionally serving 
the interests of the Communist Party. However, when the policies and activities 
of an organization consistently parallel the program and serve the purposes of 
the Communist Party, the commission concludes that such policies and activities 
are determined by ideologies and the program of the Communist Party. 

Since 1948 the Communist Party, U. 8. A., has directed an unusually large 
proportion of its propaganda toward a demand for peace and disarmament. 
This course of action is consistent with directives of the Information Bureau 
of the Communist Parties (Cominform), successor to the Communist Inter- 
national (Comintern). The pattern of Soviet control of the Cominform remains 
the same as that exercised over the Comintern. The scope of this control was 
described by Walter G. Krivitsky, former Chief of Soviet Military Intelligence, 
in testimony before the Special Committee on Un-American Activities on October 
11, 1939, as follows: 

“The Communist International is not an organization of autonomous parties. 
The Communist Parties are nothing more than the branch offices of the Rus- 
sian Communist Party. The Communist International that operates in Moscow 
is nothing more than an administrative body which transmits the decrees reached 
by the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Soviet Russia.” 

The September 15, 1948, issue of For a Lasting Peace; for a Peoples’ Demo- 
cracy, official organ of the Information Bureau of Communist Workers Parties, 
published in Bucharest, Rumania, gave strong praise to the World Congress of 
Intellectuals held under Communist direction in Communist-controlled Poland 
from August 25 to August 28, 1948. It was the World Congress of Intellectuals 
that provided the keynotes for Communist peace propaganda throughout the 
world through its establishment of the International Committee of Intellectuals 
in Defense of Peace. Through its official publication, the Cominform approved 
of the fact that the conference called upon “all professional workers in all lands 
to set up committees in defense of peace.” 

The tempo of Communist propaganda initiated in the United States in tne 
latter part of 1948, has been increased many fold since the inception of hostilities 
in Korea in June 1950. The directives issued by the Communist Party, U. S. A. 
for the implementation of its peace campaign were contained in a document en- 
titled “Plan of Work of the National Committee, Communist Party, U. 8. A. 
July 15 to Labor Day, 1950.” Section II of that document captioned “Agitational 
Propaganda Tasks” reads as follows: 

“1. That we issue and help circulate the following pieces of literature in mass 
quantities : Complete by August 1 the sale and distribution of the 465,000 copies of 
Gus Hall’s pamphlet, Hands Off Korea and Formosa; to issue and sell 200,000 
copies of the pamphlet under preparation explaining the meaning of the world 
peace appeal to outlaw atomic weapons; to help distribute the speech of Paul 
Robeson to the National Negro Labor Conference in 200,000 copies; to prepare a 
new pamphlet dealing with current questions and answers on Korea to be dis- 
tributed in 400,000 copies. 

“2. That we issue and circulate in smaller quantities the following pamphlets: 
A pamphlet containing Kim Ir Sung’s article on conditions in Korea, the state- 
ment of Andrei Gromyko, etc.; Gurley Flynn’s pamphlet on Eugene Dennis and 
fem ne Debs—war prisoners; and the pictorial pamphlet on the Foley Square 


“3. During this period, the utmost attention shall be paid to the building of the 
circulation of the press and the issuance of mass agitational material. To ac- 
complish this, we decide to: : 

“(a) Issue two four-page folders (this may be issued as Daily Worker 
supplements) for national distribution in large quantities on Why Wall 
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Street Is Attacking the Colored Peoples of Asia and on Unmasking the Wall 
Street Claim That It Is Acting on Behalf of the U. N. 

“(b) That all districts shall immediately undertake to bring about an 
increase in the Daily Worker circulation by working out specific tasks to be 
undertaken and accomplished during this period.” 

As a corollary to its avowed purpose of defeating the Government’s loyalty 
program and bringing about repeal of the Smith and McCarran Acts, the Com- 
munist press has initiated an intensive nationwide campaign not only in protest 
of these measures but in defense of individual defendants as well. 

One of the most revealing features of all Communist Party propaganda is in- 
herent in its unswerving support of any decision or policy of the Kremlin. No 
instance has come to the attention of this Commission wherein any propaganda 
medium sponsored or supported by the Communist Party has directed adverse 
criticism toward Russia or her satellites. This course of action was well articu- 
lated by Louis F. Budenz, former managing editor of the Daily Worker, official 
organ of the Communist Party, United States of America, and for some years a 
member of the party’s national committee, in his testimony before the House 
Un-American Activities Committee on November 22, 1946. Said Budenz: 

“Never throughout its history has the Communist Party found one defect of 
any kind in any leader of the Soviet Union who was endorsed by the Kremlin. 
You can search the Daily Worker or any other Communist publication from 
beginning to end for 25 years and you will find that always the Soviet leadership 
is 100 percent perfect in those pages—they have godlike qualities that prevent 
any flaw being foundin them. Secondly, this movement follows Moscow in every 
detail. Examination of the official Communist press will confirm this, that the 
policies desired by the Kremlin are followed out servilely by this organization 
and its leadership. That stamps it immediately as something set off from the 
rest of America, as a quisling organization as much under the heel of the Krem- 
lin, or at the behest of the Kremlin, as the Nazi bund was the agent of Hitler’s 
Germany.” 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF HAWAII 


In spite of increasing public disapproval of communism engendered by the 
participation of Communist China in the Korean conflict, and in the face of 
adverse publicity resulting from the arrest and conviction of Communist Party 
leaders in various sections of the United States and the indictment of the 
“Hawaii 7,” the Communist Party has intensified its propaganda efforts in the 
Territory during the past 2 years. 

The national program of the Communist Party, U. 8S. A., has been implemented 
in Hawai chiefly by the weekly Honolulu Record and by the Communist-con- 
trolled ILWU through its printed materials and radio broadcasts. The Com- 
munist-front Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, the biweekly Hawaii Star, and the 
Honolulu office of the Communist-controlled National Union of Marine Cooks and 
Stewards have contributed to the same effort. Conversely, none of these organ- 
izations—despite the many stands they have taken on controversial issues—has 
opposed the programs and policies of the Communist Party, U. 8. A., or of Soviet 
Russia. 

From 1947 to about October 1950, the literature (called “mass agitational 
propaganda” in Marxist parlance), distributed by the Communist Party of 
Hawaii generally was compiled under the supervision of Communist Party 
organizer Dwight James Freeman and the executive board of the party. Occa- 
sionally the board imported literature from mainland Communist affiliates. The 
material composed in Hawaii took the form of leaflets and handbills mimeo- 
graphed at ILWU headquarters, pier 11, and at the home of Charles K. Fujimoto. 
Noteworthy among the handbills prepared and distributed by the Communist 
Party of Hawaii between 1947 and 1950 were those titled as follows: 

“Who Are the Real Conspirators?” 

“This Is the Program of the Communist Party of Hawaii!” 

“The Communists Speak out To Prevent World War III” 

When the Communist Party of Hawaii adopted an underground modus operandi 
in October 1950, Dwight James Freeman informed leaders of the various party 
cells that they could no longer depend upon any “higher body” of the party 
either in Hawaii cr on the mainland to supply them with “mass agitational 
propaganda.” Instead, cell leaders were directed to draft their own propaganda 
and submit it through Freeman to a “higher body” of the party for approval. 
After the approval was granted, the cells were to reproduce these materials by 
means of the gelatin process for distribution as they saw fit. 
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In addition to the propaganda disseminated by the Communist Party of Hawaii 
and by the two Communist-front agencies in the Territory (the weekly Honolulu 
Record and the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress), much literature implementing the 
objectives of the Communist Party, United States of America, has been intro- 
duced into or circulated in Hawaii by such Communist-controlled labor unions 
as the ILWU, the United Public Workers of America (UPWA), and the National 
Unien of Marine Cooks and Stewards. Nor has the Communist Party overlooked 
the usefulness of the mails as a medium for the circulation of fits propaganda. 
During the last year at least 12 newspapers or periodicals encouraged, spon- 
gored, er supported by the Communist Party have been received in the Territory 
bg individuals or organizations. The majority of these are mainland publiea- 
tions. Several originated either in Communist China or Communist-controlied 
Burepean countries. Some of these publications are desertbed immediately below. 
(Unless otherwise indicated, the comments and evaluation pertaining to these 
publications are those of this commission.) 


GHINA MONTHLY REVIEW 


Bitterly critical of United States foreign pelicy and sympathetic toward the 
Communist “People’s Army of China.” 

Successor to the China Weekly Review. 

Published in Shanghai by John W. Powell. 

Characterized by the Communist Honolulu Record as “popular reading and 
indispensable reference material.” Distributed in Hawaii by the Honolulu 
Record Publishing Co., Ltd. 


CHINA RECONSTRUCTS 


Pictorial magazine designed to illustrate the “advances and achievements” 
that have taken place in China since the founding of the Communist “People’s 
Republic of China.” 

Described by the Daily People’s World as “a new magazine which is an 
absolute must for those interested in following the development of the world’s 
new. Socialist peoples.” 

Published by the China Welfare Institute, Shanghai, and Peking, China. 

Sold at the Progressive Book Shop, 1806 West Seventh Street, Los Angeles, 
one of the principal Communist bookstores in California. 


DAILY PEOPLE’S WORLD 


“The official organ of the Communist Party on the west coast’ (Special Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities Report, Mar. 29, 1944, p. 95; also cited in 
report, Jan. 3, 1941, p. 10). 

“West coast mouthpiece of the Communist Party * * * published by the 
Pacific Publishing Foundation, Inc., in San Francisco. * * * The San Francisco 
office is located at 590 Folsom Street and the Los Angeles office is at 206 South 
Spring Street” (California Committee on Un-American Activities, report, 1948, 
p. 342). 

“Harrison George, former editor in chief of the Daily People’s World, has 
stated that the editorial policy of the paper was actually determined by William 
Schneiderman ; and the staff has always displayed a singularly accurate know!- 
edge about loyal and sympathetic subscribers. Intelligence agents and other 
anti-Communists, some of whom take the paper under fictitious names, are never 
mentioned in its columns except in terms that are far from complimentary. 
Those who take the paper because of pure intellectual curiosity are simply 
ignored. But those who subscribe over a period of years, who actively partici- 
pate in the party’s front organizations, and who are on intimate terms with 
important party members—this type of subscriber is favorably mentioned at 
every opportunity” (sixth report, Un-American Activities in California, 1951, 
pp. 238-239). 

DAILY WORKER 


“The chief journalistic mouthpiece of the Communist Party * * * founded in 
response te direct instructions from the Communist International in Moscow. 
* * * The first issue of the Daily Worker appeared on January 13, 1924. * * * 
No other paper or publication of any kind in all American history has ever been 
loaded with such a volume of subversive, seditious, and treasonable utterance 
as has this organ of the American Communists” (Special Committee on Un- 
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American Activities, report, Mar. 29, 1944, pp. 59 and 60; also cited in reports, 
Jan. 3, 1939, p. 30; Jan, 3, 1940 p. 7; Jan. 3 1941 p. 14; and June 25, 1942, p. 4). 

“Official Communist Party, U. S. A., organ” (congressional Committee on Un- 
American Activities, Rept. No. 1920, May 11, 1948, p. 44). 

“A New York Communist daily newspaper, circulated nationally * * * the 
official national publication of the Communist Party” (California Committee on 
Un-American Activities; report, 1948, pp. 49 and 212). 

“The chief news organ of the Communist Party is the Daily Worker which also 
publishes a Sunday edition” (Massachusetts House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, report, 1988, p. 279). 


FOR A LASTING PEACE; FOR A PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY 


“The Cominform’s official publication, entitled in accordance with typical Com- 
munist double talk. ‘For a Lasting Peace: for a People’s Democracy,’ is a new 
vehicle for directives from the Soviet Union to the other Communist Parties of the 
world” (Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities, Rept. No. 1920, 
May 11, 1948, p. 84). 

“* * * 250.000 copies are shipped into the United States every 2 weeks * * *. 
Lays dewn the present anti-Fascist Communist line directing every Communist in 
the world to take that line against the United States” (fifth report, Un-American 
Activities in California, 1949, pp. 617-618). 


FREEDOM 


Editorial policy consistent with the principal objectives of the Communisu 
Party, U. S. A. 

Enjoys strong support from the Communist press throughout the United States. 
Extolled by the Sunday Worker and other Communist publications as a new 
“progressive” paper organized to “advance the struggle for Negro rights.” 

Published by Freedom Associates, 53 West 125th Street, New York City. The 
editor, Louis E. Burnham, is well known for his Red-front activities. Chairmuu 
of its editorial board, Paul Robeson, is an identified Communist. 


KOREAN NATIONAL HERALD 


A Korean language weekly, official organ of the Korean National Association. 
It is published by Henry Cu Kim, president of the Korean National Association. 
Other members of the staff of the Herald are William W. K. Lee, assistant editor, 
and Pyung-soo Char, business manager. 

Since June 1950, the content of this publication has been consistently critical 
of United States policy and military action in Korea, and opposed to United 
Nations “intervention” in Korea. Apparently reflecting the attitude of the 
Korean National Association, it has been opposed to President Syngman Rhee 
and to the Government of South Korea. 

Particularly inflammatory articles, obviously taken from Cho Kook Tong Shin 
(Motherland News), which was published every 10 days in Canton, China, 
during the period November 15, 1950, to October 1951, have appeared in this 
publication. Cho Kook Tong Shin followed an editorial policy that was pro- 
North Korea, anti-American, and anti-United Nations. Other articles which 
appear to have been taken from the Korean Independence, published in Los 
Angeles, Calif., have appeared under the byline Il Dok Cha. The Korean Inde- 
pendence was cited by the California Un-American Activities Committee in 1948 
as a Communist-front “for the purpose of protesting American policy in Korea 
and — pressure for the recall of American occupation forces from that 
country.” 

Because this publication has consistently propagated the Communist Party 
line, particularly as it pertains to the situation in Korea, this commission con- 
cludes that the Korean National Herald is so strongly influence by Communist 
Se as to be regarded as a willing tool of the Communist propaganda appa- 
ratus. 


NATIONAL GUARDIAN 


“* * * a publication, launched in New York in 1948, aiming at national circula- 
tion, which the committee has found to be from its inception notoriotsly Stalinist 


in its staff, writers, management, and contents” (California Committee on Un- 
American Activities, report, 1949, p. 394). 
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Editorial policy supports objectives of the Communist Party, U.S. A. Critical 
of United States foreign policy; apologist for Soviet Russia; opposed to Smith 
and McCarran Acts; defends Ethel and Julius Rosenberg, convicted A-bomb 
spies ; supporter of Communist-controlled labor unions. 


NEW WORLD REVIEW 
(Formerly Soviet Russia Today—name changed March 1951) 


“* * * a Communist front” (Special Committee on Un-American Activities, 
report, March 29, 1944, p. 167; also cited in report, June 25, 1942, p. 21). 

“* * * a Communist-front publication’ (Congressional Committee on Un- 
American Activities, H. Rept. No. 1953, on the Congress of American Women, 
April 26, 1950 (originally released October 23, 1949), p. 108). 

“Among the ‘more important’ Communist-front organizations ‘for the sole 
purpose of carrying on propaganda on behalf of the Soviet Union’” (California 
Committee on Un-American Activities, report, 1948, p. 169). 

“A magazine published by Friends of the Soviet Union and distributed by the 
Communists’ Progressive Book Shop in Boston, Mass. “The articles and pictures 
in this magazine seek to show the great benefits and advantages enjoyed by 
Russian workers, stressing the theme that Russia is the only successful nation 
in the world today’” (Massachusetts House Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties, report, 1938, pp. 281 and 517). 


PEOPLE’S CHINA 


Adheres to a firm anti-United States and pro-Soviet editorial policy; clearly 
an arm of the well-organized world Communist propaganda machine. 
Published by the Foreign Language Press, 26 Kuo Hui Chieh, Peking, China. 


SHANGHAI NEWS 


Adheres closely to the international Communist propaganda line. Viciously 
critical of the United States and Great Britain. Sympathetic toward Soviet 
Russia. 

Published in Shanghai (P. O. Box 3131). 


In a front-page story entitled “Washington Orders Local Post Office To Burn 
Magazines as ‘Political Propaganda’,” the Honolulu Record reported on Sep- 
tember 25, 1952, that a local subscriber to the China Monthly Review consulted 
with the Honolulu postal authorities to determine the reason for his failure 
to receive copies of this magazine. He was informed that the China Monthly 
Review was being confiscated on orders of the Solicitor of the Post Office Depart- 
ment, Washington, D.C. The article further related that this action was taken 
pursuant to a Federal statute relating to “subversive literature” of a nature 
which encourages “treason” or “forcible resistance to the United States.” 

Again, on January 8, 1953, the Record printed a story describing the difficulties 
that the publishers of the China Monthly Review were encountering in arrang- 
ing for delivery of their periodical in the United States. The story quoted a 
statement by the publishers which read in part as follows: 

“* * * We shall continue to report developments here as we honestly see them 
and we shall continue to make every effort to see that your copy of the Review 
reaches you.” [Emphasis added.] 

“You can help by protesting this arbitrary official interference with the 
Review to your postmaster and to the Postmaster General in Washington. The 
Government’s action is illegal and cannot withstand public examination. If the 
protest is strong enough, Washington will have no alternative but to rescind 
it. * * #° 

This statement, attributed to the publishers of the China Monthly Review, 
makes it very clear that they intend to “make every effort” to continue dis- 
tribution of this Communist propaganda publication in the United States. 

One of the underhanded devices used by the publishers of foreign subversive 
propaganda to infiltrate their periodicals into the United States is illustrated 
by an incident which took place during the latter part of 1952. At that time 
a Honolulu subscriber received a copy of China Reconstructs in an envelope 
bearing the letterhead of the Iron Age, a well-known trade magazine, published 
in Philadelphia, Pa. The postmark indicated that the copy of China Recon- 
structs was mailed from London, England, on September 12, 1952. Another 
postmark revealed, however, that the envelope was previously mailed on Oc- 
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tober 11, 1951, from Philadelphia, the location of the offices of the Iron Age. 
Further examination of the envelope showed the original addressee to have 
been: “Collet’s Subs. Dept., Ref. ‘DEF,’ 40 Great Russell St., London, W. C. 
1, England.” It would appear that Collet’s Subscription Department used an 
innocuous mailing envelope as a cover for the Communist China Reconstructs 
in order to facilitate its distribution in the United States. Collet’s Subscrip- 
tion Department also serves as agent for the China Monthly Review. 

In addition to the volume of Communist propaganda spread in the Territory 
in the form of newspapers and periodicals, the Communist Party has employed 
letters, handbills, leaflets, and even press releases, to serve its purposes. 

On August 17, 1951, 11 days before his arrest and indictment on the charge 
of conspiring to violate the Smith Act, Charles K. Fujimoto, chairman of the 
Communist Party of Hawaii, issued to newspaper editors in Honolulu a type- 
written statement captioned “Issued by the Communist Party of Hawaii” and 
bearing his signature as party chairman. In issuing this statement Fujimoto 
followed the pattern set by the national committee of the Communist Party, 
United States of America, and carried out by the Communist press throughout 
the United States. He denounced the decision of the United States Supreme 
Court upholding the conviction of the 11 national Communist Party leaders in 
New York City and stated that the arrests “of the Communist and other working- 
class leaders * * * threaten the security of every man and woman in the United 
States.” 

The following is the text of Fujimoto’s statement: 


“STATEMENT RE THE ATTACKS AGAINST THE COMMUNIST PARTY 


“The recent Supreme Court decision upholding the conviction of the 11 Com- 
munist leaders and their lawyers and the more recent jailing of other Communist 
and working-class leaders in New York, California, and Washington threaten 
the security of every Man and woman in the United States. 

“The Supreme Court’s decision upholding the Smith Act violated the first 
amendment to the Constitution which guarantees the right of free speech. 
Justice Douglas in his dissenting opinion on the case of the 11 stated, ‘I repeat 
that we deal here with speech alone. * * * Not a single seditious act is charged 
in the indictment.’ 

“In the recent arrests the courts and the Federal police have violated the 
fourth amendment, providing against arrest or search without warrant; the 
fifth amendment, providing that the innocent may not be forced to incriminate 
themselves; and the eighth amendment prohibiting unreasonable bail. Such 
callous violations of our civil rights can only lead to the destruction of our Bill 
of Rights and the establishment of a police state in this country. 

“These recent events are danger signals for the American people because these 
trends are not accidental, but are studied and consistent policies of the ruling 
class of our country—the big financiers who control our Government. The 
policy of the ruling class is to dominate the world and to use the whole world 
to extract bigger and bigger profits. In this drive toward the domination of 
the world the reactionary rulers of our country have already indicated that they 
will pursue this policy even at the cost of starting a third world war—an atomic 
war which threatens the very existence of our civilization. 

“The 150,000 American and the millions of Korean casualties bear mute testi- 
mony to this adventurous war policy, as do the hundreds of American war bases 
circling the globe. The 56 billions and more war appropriation, the formation 
of the Atlantic pact armies, the rearmament of Germany and the proposed re- 
armament of Japan, the proposed Pacific war pact, the atom bomb diplomacy, 
etc., also clearly indicate the war policy of the rulers of America. 

“In this critical situation the foremost issue confronting all peoples is the issue 
of peace or war, democracy or fascism. In this situation the right to speak and 
struggle for peace and democracy and against war and fascism becomes ‘dan- 
gerous’ to the war policy ef the ruling class. The right of free speech, the Bill 
of Rights, and other constitutional liberties become ‘bad security risks’ to the 
rulers of this country and their war program. 

“It is precisely because the Communists have been fighting for peace and democ- 
racy and against war and fascism that they become the target for the first attack. 
It is because of the growing sentiment of the people for peace, which threatens 
the war program of the rulers of this country, that the Bill of Rights is being 
systematically destroyed. 


72723—-57—pt. 414, 1——2 





2694 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


“In this situation it is clearly evident that the rights and liberties of not only 

the Communists but of all the people are in 

“Thus, we have come to a turning point in the life of our Nation. The danger 
of fascism has been greatly increased, and with it the danger of a third world 
war. 

“But world war III is not inevitable, and even at this late hour the plot to 
speed and complete the already advanced process of fascization can still be 
stopped. Disaster can even now be averted—but only if the people throw their 
weight into the balance, only if the people act quickly and in unison to protect 
their basic rights and imterests. Everything now depends on what is done by 
each of us, and by all of us together. 

“We Communists are going to stand firm. We are going to fight for our own 
rights, and for the rights of all the people. Together with millions of other 
Americans, we are going to fight for a peaceful world for all of us. 

“Issued by the Communist Party of Hawaii, August 17, 1951. 


“OCnantes K. Fusrmoro, Chairman.” 


The following are examples of the propaganda material originated or approved 
by the Communist Party that Charles K. Fujimoto has distributed: 


Socialism, What’s in It For You, by A. B. Magill (68 pp.) 

Is Communism Un-American? 9 Questions About the Communist Party Answered, 
by Eugene Dennis (15 pp.) 

23 Questions About the Communist Party Answered by William Z. Foster, the 
New York Herald Tribune (31 pp.) 

For Peace, Freedom, Prosperity, Socialism, the 1948 Dlection Platform of the 
Communist Party (15 pp.) 

Organized Labor and the Fascist Danger, by William Z. Foster (16 pp.) 

Constitution of the Communist Party of the United States of America (32 pp.) 

Who Are the Foreign Agents, by Lawrence Mahan (15 pp.) 

The Soviet Power, by the Very Reverend Hewlett Johnson, dean of Canterbury 
(31 pp., illustrated) 

’ How To Fight High Prices, by Louise Mitchell (15 pp.) 

Monopely (1 pg.), issued by United Blectrical, Radio and Machine Workers of 
America (US—-CIO) 

UE, Your Union at Work (62 pp.) 

As a Trade Unionist I Hereby Pledge, by Technical Bngineers’, Architects’ and 
Draftsmen’s Union, Local 89, AFL (63 pp.) 

What Everybody Should Know About Propaganda, How and Why It Works, by 
Clyde R. Miller (31 pp.) 

It’s Your Union They’re After, UE (31 pp.) 

Repeal Taft-Hartley—Restore the Wagner Act—Why, UE (4 pp.) 

Make Congress Act for the People, UE (4 pp.) 

Joe Worker and the Story of Labor, published by the National Labor Service, 
United States of America (48 pp. adventure comics) 

Summary of Provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act, prepared by the office of the 
general counsel, International Brotherhood of Teamsters (16 pp.) 

The People Voted for Action, UE (4 pp.). 

Memorandum on Political Activity Under the Taft-Hartley Act, mimeographed, 
by Lee Pressman and John J. Abt (9 pp.). 

ILWU Men Tour Russia, from the Voice, a Union of Marine Cooks and 
Stewards, dated September 16, 1948 (4 

Pickets at the Piers Give Their Views About the Strike, from the Voice, dated 
September 16, 1948 (pp. 3-10). 

Campaign for Nationwide Strike Aid, Bosses’ New Demand, * * * the Voice, 
dated October 14, 1948 (pp. 1-12). 


Anti-Smith Aet propaganda appeared in the latter part of July 1951, when 
copies of an extra edition of the Daily People’s World, dated July 1951, were 
mailed from an unidentified source to certain students and faculty members at 
the University of Hawaii and to Honolulu attorneys and labor union leaders. 
The extra containing stories and editorials culled from several previous editions 
of the paper, was devoted exclusively to bitter denunciation of the Smith Act and 
defense of 12 indicted west coast Communist leaders whom the Daily People’s 
World referred to as “working class leaders.” In every case, the papers were 
mailed from Honolulu in plain envelopes without return addresses. Several ad- 
dressees were interviewed and all stated that they had not solicited the material. 
None could offer any explanation for his being singled out to receive it. 
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When the steamship Lurline arrived in Honolulu on August 8, 1951, passengers 
reported that Communist literature had been placed under the doors of certain 
of the ship’s cabins during the vessel’s first night out of San Francisco. A yellow 


mimeographed sheet left at one room protested the arrest of Communist leaders 
in the United States. It contained the notation “Issued by the waterfront sec- 
tion, Communist Party, S. F., Calif., Labor Donated.” 

During the first week of August 1951, Communist propaganda leaflets were 
received in the mail by various Honolulu labor-union leaders, University of 
Hawaii profesors, and Honolulu attorneys. The 6-page leaflets condemned the 
Smith Act as a form of “thought control” and criticized the United States Su- 
preme Court for its decision upholding the conviction of the 11 Communist Party 
leaders in New York City during 1950. The leaflets were issued in the name of 
the “National Committee of the Communist Party, 35 Hast 12th Street, New 
York City,” and bore the names of William Z. Foster, chairman, and Eugene 
Dennis, general secretary. Asin the case of the “extra” editions of the Daily 
People’s World, these leaflets were mailed in Honolulu in plain envelopes which 
contained no return addresses. 

Printed Communist propaganda, of the regular party type and of the Com- 
munist-front type, has not been openly disseminated in Honolulu for at least 
the past 6 months, but this fact should not be interpreted to mean that the 
Communist Party of Hawaii no longer exists. Available evidence indicates that 
a calculated decision was made that the formal party organization and its con- 
trolled affiliate, the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, would not in their own names 
publicly agitate during the Smith act trial in Honolulu. It is apparent that 
“public relations” and propaganda operations concerning the trial largely have 
been guided by Morris Watson and Robert W. McElrath, ILWU writers and 
commentators, assisted from time to time by some defense counsel and some 
defendants. 

Whatever may be the ultimate outcome of the trial of what the Communist 
press calls the Hawaii 7, it may be anticipated that the usual party and “front”’ 
agitational program will be resumed after the jury’s verdict is delivered. 

This part of the report is principally devoted te the topic of propaganda, 
which is the lifeblood of communism and the product which it offers to influence 
non-Communists. As such, the propaganda constantly confronts the public. The 
organization and procedures of the Communist Party of Hawaii are, at the same 
time, necessary to be reported upon, as it is only through an efficient and disci- 
plined body that the party can carry on its a activities. 

As indicated elsewhere in this report and in the 1951 report of this commis- 
sion, the Communist Party of Hawaii has been directed from above through two 
channels of command—the first being the Steg eee of District 13, Communist 
Party, U. 8. A., and the other being ILWU international headquarters, both in 
San Francisco. In Hawaii, the executive board, generally composed of both 
non-ILWU and ILWU Communists, has been the governing body of the party. 

Since the Korean war started, the party has invoked stringent security rules 
and has cast out some members of “doubtful loyalty.” Security measures have 
been intensified since seven leaders of the party were indicted in Honolulu in 
August 1951. Organization matters are planned with two security considera- 
tions uppermost in mind: That each member know as little about the identities 
and activities of other members as practicable, and that all possible measures 
be taken to conceal party information from outside detection. 

Security measures, which have been imposed not only by virtue of national 
party directives but also based on measures taken by foreign Communist Parties, 
have included : 

(1) Dissolution of old party cells and reorganization of members into new 
groups of not more than three members each ; 

(2) Abandonment of the practice of assembling in private homes, and 

meeting only in moving automobiles ; 

(3) Contact of cells with higher ups and, if necessary, among cells, to be 
effected only by designated leaders ; other cell members not to know the iden- 
tities of the higher ups and of members of other celis; 

(4) Necessary communications locally to be accomplished by word of 
mouth, rather than in writing or by telephone ; 

(5) "No written records of membership, dues, or activities to be kept. 

As part of its security program, the party carried out a “controlled evaluation” 
program in the fall of 1950 for the purpose of testing all party members to de- 
termine if they were dedicated to the Communist cause. In Hawaii, the pro- 
gram was supervised by Pearl Freeman, who used as the basis for her inter- 
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rogation a series of questions prepared by the national committee of the Com- 
munist Party, U.S.A. Asa result of these and other evaluations by the executive 
board of the Communist Party of Hawaii, party members have been expelled for 
various reasons such as ideological instability (“‘deviationism”), lack of com- 
plete dedication to the Communist cause, refusal to obey party orders without 
question, and exposure to arrest for reasons other than Communist activity. 

In the reorganization of the party on an underground basis, responsibilities 
have been transferred to members not previously identified as such in the pub- 
lic eye. Other persons, still not openly identified as party members, have as- 
sumed functions in Communist operations. Of foremost concern to the party is 
to keep intact as far as possible its organization and propaganda outlets so that 
party operations may be reactivated when the time is ripe. To the extent that 
trustworthy nonmembers of the party are willing and able to perform the tasks, 
they are used. 

Prominent among those recently active in pro-Communist affairs here have 
been Edward G. Rohrbough, main stockholder of the Honolulu Record and its 
chief editorial assistant ; Pearl Freeman, alter ego of her husband, Dwight James 
Freeman, in party matters and recently an active head of the Communist-front 
HCRC; and Jean Sadako King, a secret party functionary. 

The formal membership of the Communist Party of Hawaii has dwindled to 
a relatively few “hard core” members. It has purported to expel many leaders 
and members. Others have reportedly resigned or simply stopped participating 
in party activities. However, the commission believes it unrealistic to gage 
the party’s strength on a count of formal members alone, because many alleged 
ex-members continue to function in complete accord with the party and in fur- 
therance of its aims, assisted by persons who, whether formal members or not, 
function as Communists. 


THD HONOLULU RECORD 


The Communist Party has always regarded the printed word as a medium 
vital to the implementation of its program. Experience shows that party 
leaders have used newspapers and other periodicals to create racial, religious, 
economic, and political agitation to encourage the adoption of policies favorable 
to Soviet Russia, and to undermine and destroy the existing forms of govern- 
ment in the countries where the Communist Party has operated. Through its 
many publications in this country, the Communist Party has transmitted to its 
members and sympathizers the various facets of the ever-changing party “line.” 

The leaders of the Communist Party of Hawaii, realizing the limited popu- 
larity of the Daily People’s World and the Daily Worker, official San Francisco 
and New York organs of the Communist Party, respectively, and seeking 
at the same time to broaden their sphere of influence in the Territory, established 
their own weekly newspaper, the Honolulu Record, in August 1948. This action 
was the result of a resolution adopted at the Territorial convention of the Com- 
munist Party of Hawaii held at Hauula and Kuliouou Beach in April 1948. 
Jack H. Kawano, a member of the executive board of the Communist Party of 
Hawaii in 1948, has testified : 

“* * * The party [the Communist Party] instructed its members to get the 
ILWU behind the Honolulu Record, and urge the union to buy subscriptions and 
ads. Every cell of the Communist Party was instructed to designate someone 
to handle the ads and subscriptions in the union for both the People’s. World 
and the Honolulu Record.” ‘ 

Robert M. Kempa, former Communist Party leader, has testified that shortly 
after the executive board of the Communist Party of Hawaii decided to under- 
take publication of the Honolulu Record, Communist Party members were 
informed that each was expected to purchase a minimum of 10 shares of stock 
in the corporation. Although only 7 identified Communist Party members were 
listed in the original corporate exhibit of the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., 
Ltd., as owners of 10 or more shares, the contributions of other members of 
the party may well have been embodied in the 7,500 shares listed in the name 
of Koji Ariyoshi. Fourteen of the original 60 shareholders are identified 
members of the Communist Party of Hawaii. These persons owned 7,812 of the 
original total of 8,133 shares—96 percent of the Honolulu Record stock. 

For many weeks prior to publication of the first issue on August 5, 1948, the 
organizers of the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd., circulated a prospectus 
characterizing their forthcoming publication as one that would present “the 
other side of the news” and serve as a champion of organized labor in Hawaii. 
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This approach appears to have been chosen deliberately to attract the support of 
liberal-minded persons in the community and to insure a following among the 
members of the Territory’s labor unions. Sale of the stock in the new corpora- 
tion was placed in the hands of such dependable identified Communists as John 
and Aiko Reinecke and Robert Greene. By the end of August 1948, the solicitors 
had sold 7,881 shares of stock having a total par value of $39,405. The majority 
of the original stockholders were either Communists or palpable Communist 
sympathizers, although a representative number of so-called liberals also agreed 
to purchase stock in the new corporation. 

In its early days the Honolulu Record made a determined effort to win support 
among the laboring class in the Territory, particularly in the ILWU, which 
at that time claimed a membership of some 30,000 workers. Operating through 
its representatives within the ILWU, Communist Party leaders arranged for 
territorywide union support of their publication. Said Kawano in his testi- 
mony : 

“* * * The Honolulu Record got all the help from the ILWU through the 
Communists in it.” 

Union members were led to believe that the Honolulu Record was a labor 
paper, and that it was the only newspaper in the Territory that dared print 
the truth. Scores of self-styled liberals welcomed the Honolulu Record as 
the champion of the downtrodden, the defender of the underdog. Notable among 
these was William K. Bassett, administrative assistant to the mayor of Hono- 
lulu. Bassett not only gave public commendation to the Record, but wrote a 
weekly column for the publication. 

The editor of the Honolulu Record since its inception has been Koji Ariyoshi, 
who has been indicated for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act. Jack H. 
Kawano stated in his testimony before the House Un-American Activities Com- 
mittee that in 1948, when the leaders of the Communist Party of Hawaii learned 
that Ariyoshi, a former Honolulan trained in the field of journalism, then 
residing in New York City, had become a member of the Communist Party, they 
decided to invite him to return to Honolulu to assume the editorship of the 
Honolulu Record. 

Ariyoshi, a veteran of several years wartime service in the Far Hast, both 
as an officer in the United States Army and as an OWI representative, is re- 
liably reported to have had personal contact with the Chinese Communists. 
He wrote a series of articles entitled “Inside ‘Communist China’” which ap- 
peared in the Honolulu Star-Bulletin during September 1947. He is the author 
of an article in support of the Chinese Communists which appeared in the 
February 1947, edition of Spotlight on the Far Wast, official publication of the 
Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy. Ariyoshi was listed in 1949 
by the Far East Spotlight, successor to Spotlight on the Far Dast, as a con- 
sultant to the Committee for a Democratic Far Hastern Policy. That organiza- 
tion had been cited as a Communist-front by the United States Attorney General 
and by the California Committee on Un-American Activities. Jack H. Kawano, 
former ILWU officer and Communist Party leader, testified before the House 
Un-American Activities Committee that he understood that Ariyoshi was elected 
to the executive board of the Communist Party of Hawaii for 1948—49. 

Assisting Ariyoshi in the editorial phase of the Record are Edward G. Rohr- 
bough, Frank Marshall Davis, Wilfred M. Oka, and Jack Denichi Kimoto. 
Kimoto, who also played an important role in the organization and publication 
of the Hawaii Star, pro-Communist Japanese language newspaper, became 
associated with the Communist Party in San Francisco and Los Angeles during 
the middle 1930’s. He was then employed as a translator for the Daily People’s 
World, official west coast organ of the Communist Party. Even before he left 
Hawaii for the mainland in 1931, Kimoto was already recognized in certain 
Honolulu circles as an astute and well read Marxist. After 7 years on the main- 
land, Kimoto returned to his home in Honolulu armed with the commission 
and the necessary technique to propagandize in Hawaii on behalf of the Com- - 
munist Party. It has been reported by a former Communist Party member 
that William Schneiderman, former chairman of district 13, Communist Party, 
United States of America, convicted of conspiracy to violate the Smith Act, 
personally instructed Kimoto prior to the latter’s return to Hawaii. Jack 
H. Kawano, a former member of the executive board of the Communist Party 
of Hawaii, testified in 1951 that Kimoto has been among the “most responsible” 
leaders of the Communist Party since its reactivation in Hawaii in 1945. 
Kawano also stated that Kimoto served as a member of the executive board 
of the Communist Party of Hawaii in 1946. Kimoto refused, on the grounds of 
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possible self incrimination, to answer questions concerning his Communist Party 
affiliations before the House Un-American Activities Committee. He has been 
indicted for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act. 

Edward G. Reohrbough, reporter and principal stockholder of the Honolulu 
Record, arrived in Honolulu from New York City during the summer of 1948. 
Since that time he has been continuously in the employ of the Honolulu Record 
Publishing Co., Ltd. Rohrbough is the husband of Jeanette Nakama Rohbough, 
also an employee of the Record, who has been identified as a member of the Com- 
munist Party of Hawaii by many former Communists. Rohrbough has been a 
contributor to such Communist publications as the Daily People’s World and 
New Masses. (The Daily People’s World was cited as “the official organ of the 
Communist Party on the west coast” by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities in March 1944, and as the “west coast mouthpiece of the Communist 
Party” by the California Committee on Un-American Activities in 1948. The 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities also cited New Masses as the 
‘nationally circulated weekly journal of the Communist Party.” New Masses 
has been cited as a “Communist periodical” by the United States Attorney 
General.) 

During World War II, Rohrbough was stationed in China as a civilian em- 
ployee of the Office of War Information. It was while serving in China that he 
became acquainted with Honolulu Record Editer Koji Ariyoshi, who at that 
time was also in the employ of the Office of War Information. Rohrbough’s 
writings in the Daily People’s World, and New Masses, during the postwar 
period have shown him to be in complete sympathy with the Chinese Com- 
munists, whom he has extolled as the “liberators” of China and the torchbearers 
of “democracy.” Rehrbough also served as a consultant of the Committee for 
a Democratic Far Eastern Policy during 1948 and 1949. The United States 
Attorney General has cited the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy 
as a Communist organization. 

Frank Marshall Davis, an identified member of the Communist Party and 
a resident of Hawaii since December 1948, has been a weekly contributor to 
the pages of the Honolulu Record since May 1949. His column, entitled “Frank- 
ly Speaking,” has been devoted to unrelenting and unmitigated complaints of 
racial discrimination in the United States. .Davis has revealed himself to be 
a bitter opponent of capitalism and a stanch defender of such prominent Com- 
munists and Communist sympathizers as Paul Robeson, W. E. B. DuBois, Lang- 
ston Hughes, Howard Fast, Mary McLeod Bethune, Earl B. Dickerson, Carey 
McWilliams, Robert Morse Lovett, Herbert Aptheker, and A. Clayton Powell. 
Nor has Davis confined his inflammatory racial propaganda to the columns 
of the Honolulu Record alone. His story, Hawaii’s Plain People Fight White 
Supremacy, appeared in the November 1951 issue of Freedom, a tabloid publica- 
tion emanating from New York City, whose treatment of interracial problems 
strikingly conforms to Communist Party policy. The chairman of the editorial 
board of Freedom is Paul Robeson, an identified member of the Communist 
Party. 
¢ On March 8, 1947, while Davis was employed as executive editor of the Asso- 
ciated Negro Press with offices in Chicago, Ill., he was listed by the magazine 
PM as a signatory to a petition urging Congress to abolish the House Un-Ameri- 
can Activities Committee and calling upon President Truman to effect the 
immediate release of Communist Gerhart Bisler. The petition referred to the 
work of the House Un-American Activities Committee as “undemocratic” activity 
and protested that the consequence of its program “would be the ultimate sup- 
pression of all traditional American liberties.” 

Prior to his arrival in the Territory, Frank Marshall Davis was affiliated 
with the Communist-line Chicago Star and the following Communist-front or- 
ganizations: Civil Rights Congress, Chicago Committee for Spanish Freedom, 
American Youth for Democracy, Abraham Lincoln School, National Association 
for Constitutional Liberties, League of American Writers, and National Negro 
Congress. During the period of his residence in Hawaii he has played a promi- 
nent role in the activities of the Communist-front Hawaii Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee and its successor the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress. 

Davis is not known to receive any compensation from the Honolulu Record 
Publishing Co., Ltd. His income appears to be derived totally from his sta- 
tionery and paper business which he has advertised in the Honolulu Record 
under the name Oahu Papeds, 867 Ahua Street. 

Wilfred M. Oka, sports editor of the Honolulu Record, has been identified as 
a member of the Communist Party by 2 former Communists, while 3 other former 
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Communist Party members testified that they had observed Oka at Com- 
munist Party meetings. Jack H. Kawano, former member of the executive board 
of the Communist Party of Hawaii, has stated that Oka was 1 of 4 members of 
the political commi nm of the Communist Party of Hawaii during 1945. Oka 
was subpenaed by th® House Un-American Activities Committee, but refused 
to affirm or deny his Communist affiliations on the grounds of possible self-in- 
-rimination. 

“on is the owner of the Corner Liquor Store, 1042 Bethel Street, Honolulu, 
which during recent years has served as an outlet for Communist propaganda 
and as a rendezvous for persons of kindred radical political views. Although 
Oka writes a weekly sports column for the Record, he is not known to have been 
paid for his services. Nor has he been listed at any time as a shareholder in 
the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd. 

Government investigative agencies have conducted investigations of the Hono- 
lulu Record and have concluded that the Record has been consistent in its support 
of Communists and communism and in its denunciation of all forms of anti- 
Communist activity. On October 1, 1950, the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities published a 38-page pamphlet setting forth the results of its compre- 
hensive investigation and analysis of the Record. The committee’s conclusion 
was as follows: 

“The Committee on Un-American Activities, after analysis and investigation of 
the Honolulu Record since its first issue of August 5, 1948, draws the inevitable 
conclusion that the Honolulu Record is a front for the Communist Party, despite 
the fact that the paper does not make this admission.” 

Further confirmation of the liaison between the Honolulu Record and the 
Communist Party of Hawaii is apparent from the fact that 3 of the 7 alleged 
Hawaii Communist leaders indicted for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act are 
or recently have been employees of or writers for the Honolulu Record and owners 
of Honolulu Record stock. Moreover, the three have been members of the 
executive board of the Communist Party of Hawaii at one time or another since 
1945. They are as follows: 


Koji Ariyoshi, editor 
Jack Denichi Kimoto, reporter and circulation department assistant 


John E. Reinecke, advertising salesman and contributor of stories and feature 
articles 


Two other Smith Act defendants, Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Fujimoto, are the 
owners of Record stock. 

The Record continues to utilize the services of the Federated Press and the 
Allied Labor News. The Special House Committee on Un-American Activities 
described the Federated Press as: “A Communist-controlled organization financed 
by the American Fund for Public Service and the Robert Marshall Foundation, 
both principal sources of funds for Communist enterprises.” 

In 1947 the House Un-American Activities Committee listed Allied Labor 
News, 11383 Broadway, New York City, among publications and news agencies 
in the United States receiving cable and radio news from Moscow during 1945. 
The California Committee on Un-American Activities has listed Allied Labor 
News Service among publications which “the committee has found * * * to be 
Communist initiated and controlled, or so strongly influenced as to be in the 
Stalin solar system.” 

The Honolulu Record and its principal stockholder, Edward G. Rohrbough, 
have served as distributors in Hawaii for the China Monthly Review, a maga- 
zine published in Communist China. The China Monthly Review has followed 
an editorial policy that is viciously critical of United States foreign policy and 
favorable to Soviet Russia. The Honolulu Record of September 20, 1951, con- 
tained an announcement that the China Monthly Review was available at the 
Corner Liquor Store and Magazine Shop, 1042 Bethel Street, Honolulu. Wil- 
fred M. Oka, sports editor of the Honolulu Record and identified member of 
the Communist Party, is the owner of the Corner Liquor Store. Again, on 
March 6, 1952, an advertisement in the Record called attention to the fact 
that the China Monthly Review was on sale at the Corner Liquor Store. The 
advertisement further stated that sample copies could be obtained at the office 
of the Honolulu Record, 811 Sheridan Street, Honolulu. The China Monthly 
Review is discussed further elsewhere in this report. : 

The Honolulu Record continues as the principal Communist-front publication 
in the Territory. Although the newspaper has never admitted affiliation with 
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the Communist Party, its content has been consistent in support of Communists 
and denunciation of all forms of anti-Communist activity. 

Patterning its editorial policy after that of the Daily People’s World and 
the Daily Worker, official mainland organs of the Communist Party, the Honoluly 
Record has served as an apologist for the Communist Party leaders arrested 
and convicted for violation of the Smith Act in various sections of the United 
States and Hawaii. Scarcely an issue of the Record has appeared during the 
past 18 months that has not contained some feature article or news story in 
defense of Smith Act defendants in Hawaii or on the mainland. On September 
13, 1951, 2 weeks after his arrest and indictment for conspiracy under the 
provisions of the Smith Act, Editor Koji Ariyoshi began publication of a series 
of lengthy articles entitled “For Which I Stand Indicted.” This series, which 
appeared weekly in some 59 consecutive issues until October 23, 1952, was ac- 
tually subject’s autobiography so written as to elicit sympathy and support 
for his cause. However, Ariyoshi carefully avoided any reference to his alleged 
affiliation with the Communist Party; nor did he deny that he had ever held 
membership in the Communist Party. On October 30, 1952, a similar series 
entitled “A Man Must Stand Up,” written by John BE. Reinecke, another Smith 
Act defendant, was started. 

Since the arrest and conviction of the 11 national Communist Party leaders 
in New York City, the Communist press throughout the country has channeled 
a large measure of its propaganda effort toward denunciation of the Smith Act 
and demand for its repeal. The Honolulu Record has joined in this campaign, 
printing news stories slanted in favor of Smith Act “victims” and editorials chal- 
lenging the constitutionality of the law. While the Communist Party leaders in 
Hawaii were under indictment and awaiting trial, the Communist press at- 
tacked the legal basis of the Smith Act, characterizing it as a violation of the 
first amendment. As the date of the trial approached, the theme of the attack 
was modified. The Communist press adopted the thesis that no Smith Act 
defendant could be given a fair and just trial because of the wave of hysteria 
rampant in this country. The Honolulu Record published editorials entitled 
“Treat the Malady” and “Repeal the Smith Act,” designed to propagate the 
latter point of view in its issues of September 4, 1952, and October 30, 1952, 
respectively. 

The McCarran Act (providing for deportation of aliens who have engaged 
in subversive activities) and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, perennial 
whipping boy of the Communist press, have also been severely and consist- 
ently castigated by the Honolulu Record. Through the weeklyn column of Frank 
Marshall Davis, editorials, and miscellaneous news stories, the Record has 
magnified racial issues for the apparent purpose of promoting racial antagonism 
and disharmony, a traditional objective of the Communist conspiracy. The 
Honolulu Record Publishing Co. served as the distributor of a pamphlet en- 
titled “The Navy and the Massie-Kahahawai Case,” circulated in Honolulu and 
the neighboring islands beginning in November 1951. This pamphlet, seething 
with inflammatory propaganda calculated to arouse the emotions and to foment 
racial unrest in the Territory, was released at the height of the Majors- 
Palakiko trial. 

Criticism of the foreign policy of the United States, particularly in its appli- 
eation to the Korean peace negotiations, has been given considerable prom- 
inence in the Honolulu Record. Its editorials of November 29, 1951 (The Cease 
Fire), June 26, 1952 (End the Korean War), and July 31, 1952 (On the Korean 
Armistice), have called for a prompt negotiation of peace in Korea and placed 
the blame for the prolonged deadlock upon United States and United Nations 
representatives. 

In its issues of May 29 and June 5, 1952, the Honolulu Record echoed the 
accusation that the United States had used bacteriological warfare in Korea, 
a charge previously voiced in May 1952 by such national and international 
Communist publications as the Daily Worker, the Daily People’s World, China 
Monthly Review, the Peking People’s Daily, and the Shanghai News. In so 
doing the Record became an active participant in a matter which United States 
Secretary of State Dean Acheson described as an international crime instigated 
by Soviet Russia. Formal charges that United States troops in Korea had 
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practiced bacteriological warfare were filed in the United Nations Security 
Council by Soviet delegate Jacob A. Malik on June 16, 1952. These charges were 
answered on June 20, 1952, by Ernest A. Gross, United States representative 
to the United Nations Security Council, as follows: 

“A false and unwarranted and uncorroborated charge has been made against 
my Government, a charge which has already been denied unequivocably by 
the Secretary of State of the United States. Furthermore the Secretary of 
State of the United States has asked the International Red Cross to investi- 
gate these charges, so that their falsity may be known * * *. 

“There is no bacteriological warfare being used by the United Nations in 
Korea. The United Nations Commmand has denied these charges categorically. 
Moreover, in order to leave no question regarding the falsity of these charges, 
the United States Government, acting on behalf of the Unified Command, on 
March 11 requested the International Committee of the Red Cross to investigate 
these charges and has offered its full aid to the investigation * * *.” 

Although Soviet Russia filed charges that the United States troops had prac- 
ticed bacteriological warfare, she blocked efforts by the United Nations and the 
International Red Cross to conduct an investigation of this allegation. 

Other chief targets of editorial criticism by the Honolulu Record during the 
past 2 years have been the House Un-American Activities Committee, loyalty 
oaths, loyalty boards, and other forces opposed to communism in this country, 
big business, high prices and the high cost of living, and resumption of trade 
with Japan. The Communist press throughout the United States has treated 
these subjects in the same prominence and from the same viewpoint as has the 
Honolulu Record. 

In its report to the legislature of the Territory of Hawaii dated March 1951, 
the Territorial Commission on Subversive Activities stated of the Honolulu 
Record : 

“Because this newspaper has been consistently and unequivocally furthering 
a “line” that is disseminated by the Communist press on the mainland, this com- 
mission must conclude that the Honolulu Record willingly occupies a place in 
the international Communist propaganda apparatus.” 

The annual corporation exhibit filed by the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., 
Ltd., for the fiscal period September 1, 1950, to August 31, 1951, lists the officers 
and directors of the corporation as follows: 

President : Koji Ariyoshi 

Vice president: Ray Jerome Baker 

Secretary-treasurer: Mrs. Virginia Ho 

Directors: Koji Ariyoshi, Edward Rohrbough, Mrs. Virginia Ho, Emilio C. 
Yadao, Mrs. Esther Shizuyo Wakida, Ray Jerome Baker 

Edward Rohrbough, Mrs. Esther Shizuyo Wakida and Mrs. Virginia Ho had 
not previously been listed as officers. Rohrbough, columnist for the Record, and 
Mrs. Wakida, sister of Jack Denichi Kimoto, have been stockholders for several 
years but neither held office in the corporation at any time in the past. Mrs. Ho, 
vice chairman of the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, is the wife of Wallace Wo 
Leong Ho, Honolulu port agent for the Communist-controlled National Union of 
Marine Cooks and Stewards. Wallace Ho, who was identified as a member of the 
Communist Party by several witnesses before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, subscribed to 100 shares of stock in the corporation at the time of its 
formation in 1948 and held this stock until 1951 when he apparently transferred 
his holdings to his wife. Ray Jerome Baker, Honolulu photographer, and 
Emilio C. Yadao, Ilocano spokesman for the ILWU, have held corporate offices 
in previous years. Baker is known to be a supporter of the Communist press, a 
contributor to the Honolulu Record, and a staunch defender of Aiko and John 
BE. Reinecke, public-school teachers, dismissed from their positions in 1948 be- 
cause of a reasonable doubt as to their loyalty to the United States. A schematic 
diagram entitled “Communist Activities in the Territory of Hawaii” prepared by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 1941 designates Baker for custodial 
detention. The names of Cyril Bristow and Nobuyuki “Termite” Matsuzaki, who 
were listed as directors in-the 1950 corporation exhibit, did not appear in 1951. 
Bristow was moved to the mainland and Matsuzaki is reported to be currently 
residing on the island of Maui. 
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The stockhelders of the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd., for the fiscal 
period ending om August 31, 1951, as listed in the company’s annual corporation 
exhibit were as follows : 


Name in full 


Mailing address | Number of | 
shares | 


UR AB Re ea alll 
8430 California Ave., South Gate, 
Calif. | 
Box 133, Pahala, T. H____....-.--| 
21-BC Halawa Veterans’ Housing 
407 Kalaimoku St., Honolulu - 
1911 Kalakaua Ave., Honolulu _--- 
433-C Lewers Rd., Honolulu 
2490 Pacific Heights Rd 
Care of Seamans’ Club, Honolulu | 
2432-D Tusitala St., Honolulu —--| 
Care of R. Vossbrink, Honolulu...| 
.| 3915 Pahoa Ave., Honolulu 
717-C Hausten Lane, Honolulu. ___| 
Box 434, Lanai City_.__......_._- 
1011-B Kapahulu Ave., Honolulu. 


737 Oili Rd., Honolula__-___---- 
.| 2855A-1 Winam Ave., Honolulu. --_| 
Box 437, Lanai Cit 
302 Mokauea St. 
_.| 229 Desha Ave., Hilo os 
| 1409-A Emerson St., Honolulu. __-| 
1598 Thurston Ave., Honolulu. _-. 
2162 Mokomani Dr., Honolulu __- 
Box 267, Lanai City........-..-..-.| 
426 Namakana St., Honolulu_.-_. 
815-C Kanoa St., Honolulu. _. 
1063 River St., Honolulu. 
Olaa, T. H 


| 


Acob, Antonio C oto aee 
Ameer Tite D).... on iaacensocanil 


— oy 


Apilado, Andres 

Ariyoshi, Koji 

Arminimi, E 

Baker, R. J___- 

Bassett, W. K 

Casey, ‘Brian L. (Mrs.) 

Chagnon, Raymond 

Ching, Hung Dow 

Culinary and Service W orkers 

Elias, John, Jr____....- ee 

Fujimoto, Eileen____........_-- 

Gima, Masaichi__--__._-......- 

Hawaii Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee. 

Higa, Yeiko__- 

Ee, PSMA. s3 sss ise 

Hokama, Shiro 

Hosea, Henry K__-.--___- 

Kanakaole, Kema_-.--.__- 

Kempa, Robert-.-_-_-.- 

Kim, Rosalie ___- 

Kimoto, Denichi____....-..__- 

Lee, Kui Soon 


8 _ 
— Semen 
coarow 


on 


Seanwwenan sak 
Saawk 


Ea Seeez 


onolulu - - 


~ 
> 


Maehara, Frank 

Matsumoto, Yuki & Sakai _- 
Matsuyama, Hajime 
Moatemnell, Ni. sos sesh ses. cc 
Maupen, L. B____- 

Minami, Chieko-.-_.-.........- 
Miyagawa, M.__._.........--. 
Miyamoto, Richard S 
Morishige, Richard 

Motoki, Matsue 

Murin, Stephen and Evelyn_.-. 
Nagai, Hisashi 

Nakatsu, Harry 

Oahu CLO Council 

Okubo, Y 


SRRSERRBERSan aks 





1245 South 21st, Lincoln, Nebr - 
Box 14, Lanai City 

1311 Lusitana St 

95 Merchant St., Honolulu 

2742 Kakihi St., Honolulu 

1314 Liona Place, Honolulu 
2357-C Palolo Avenue, Honoluiu- - 
Box 96, Olaa, T. H 

920-I Hausten Lane, Honolulu... 
Care of R. Vossbrink, Honoluiu--- 
1266 Matlock Avenue, Honotutu...| 


onolulu 


geskes 


8 





Palomino, Adrian. _-..--.....<-. 
Peltier, Alvin R. 
Perlstein, Esther 
Peterson, W. C 
Reinecke, Aiko 
inecke, Johm 


Rosenstein, Julius 
Shiraki, J. 8. 

Tam Hoy, Peter 
Tannibaum, Gerald 


331 West Lith St., New York, N. Y 
717 Ocean View Dr., Honoliu__. 
3621 Kaimuki Ave., Honolulu. --- 
836 16th St., CHA3, Honolulu 
roe St., Honolulu 


1127-B Alohi St., Honolulu - 
1588 Piikoi St., Honolulu 
1301 River St., Honolulu 


a 
nwo 


Novre.—Speliing of names and addresses is as listed in the corporation exhibit. 


— Bi el aticeaSRacws 


BESS .0¥k v usSsk.sssvss. 


During 1951 Jack Denichi Kimoto, a leading stockholder in the corporation 
since its formation in 1948, disposed of 100 of his 106 shares of stock probably 
through transfer to his sister, Mrs. Esther Shizuyo Wakida. Editor Koji Ari- 
yoshi disposed of 7,473 shares of his stock, leaving him with only 34 shares. 
Edward Rohrbough, who heretofore had not held any Honolulu Record stock, 
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acquired 7,261 shares during 191. Emilio C. Yadao, Hocwno radio spokesman 
for the ILWU, increased his holding from 1 to #1 shares. Yugo Okubo, an em- 
ployee of the Record, received 227 shares. 

Stockholder Stephen T. Murin, former chairman of the Hawaii Civil Liberties 
Committee, is now a member of the executive committee of its successor, the 
Hawaii Civil Rights Congress. He is employed as executive secretary of the 
Communist-controlled United Public Workers of America, in Hilo, T. H. Murin 
was identified as an active Communist Party member by Matthew Cvetic, an 
FBI undercover agent within the Communist Party, in testimony before the 
Committee on Un-American Activities on February 23, 1950. Murin, however, 
refused to answer questions regarding membership in the Communist Party or 
the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee on the grounds of self-incrimination. 

Mrs. Evelyn Murin, another stockholder, was elected secretary-treasurer of 
the Communist-front Hawaii Civil Rights Congress for 1952. She was em- 
ployed during 1951 as a secretary by the law firm of Bouslog & Symonds. 

The following additional Honolulu Record stockholders have been identified 
as members of the Communist Party : 

Shares 


John Elias, Jr., 3915 Pahoa Ave., Honolulu 

Mrs. Eileen T. Fujimoto, 717—C Hausten St., Honolulu 

Frank M. Maehara, 815—-C Kanoa St., Honolulu 

Nobryuki “Termite” Matsuzaki, Maui 

Doris Ki. Quail; O88 27tm Ave., Monmolwie. cine cen ccc ce iui 
Adrian “Joe” Palomino, 331 West 11th St., New York 15_..--.._.--___-__- 
Aiko T. Reinecke, 1555 Pikoi St., Honolulu 

John E. Reinecke, 1555 Piikoi St., Honolulu 

Robert Kempa, 1409-A Emerson St., Honolulu 


The Communist-front Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee, now known as the 
Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, remains the owner of 10 shares of stock in the 
Honolulu Record Publishing Co. The Honolulu Record has given favorable 
publicity to the HCRC, and the HCRC in turn has reciprocated by aiding the 
Record through the purchase of advertisements in the paper’s annual Christmas 
and anniversary editions. 

In its bulletin of November 1951, entitled “The Case of the Hawaii Smith Act 
Victims,” the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress expressed the following recommenda- 
tion of the Honolulu Record: 

“The Honolulu Record is the only independent progressive newspaper in the 
Territory, and is the only paper that supports labor and fights for peace and 
civil liberities. Koji Ariyoshi and Jack Kimoto have been associated with the 
paper since its formation in 1948.” 

The Record of April 12, 1951, described an HCRC rally held at Aala Park, 
Honolulu, in protest against the McCarran Act. The principal speakers were 
Vincent Hallinan, attorney for Harry Bridges; Hugh Bryson, president of the 
National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards; Wilfred M. Oka, Record column- 
ist; and Antonio T. Rania, president of ILWU Local 142. The Record reported 
that the rally culminated in the signing of protests directed to the United States 
Senate and House of Representatives against the McCarran Act, and the collec- 
tion of $200 to be used in the defense of former Honoluluan David Hyun and 
ILWU member Simeon L. Bagasol, of Honolulu, both threatened with deporta- 
tion under the McCarran Act. 

On May 3, 1952, the Honolulu Record outlined HCRC’s effort to stay the 
execution of Willie McGee, Negro resident of Mississippi, convicted of rape. 
The McGee case was a cause célébre of Communist propaganda throughout the 
United States during 1951. 

The Honolulu Record devoted considerable space in its issue of May 1951 to a 
story describing HCRC’s investigation of seven Honolulu bars alleged to have 
refused service to Negroes. It was stated that the HCRC investigation resulted 
from the Territorial legislature’s failure to act on a plea for a civil-rights law 
proposed at the 1949 session. 

The July 12, 1951, issue of the Record contained an article entitled “HCRC 
Holds ‘Go for Broke’ Luau:” The luau was held at the home of Stephen and 
Evelyn Murin, 2357—C Palolo Avenue, Honolulu. 

On July 19, 1951, the Record printed a story outlining HCRC’s campaign 
against alleged racial discrimination in Hawaii. 

On August 30, 1951, 2 days after the arrest of the 7 Honolulu residents charged 
with violation of the Smith Act, the Record published a story captioned “ ‘De- 
fense of Seven’ Committee Formed at HCRO Meeting.” 
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“HCRC To Celebrate Its Second Anniversary” was the headline of a story that 
appeared in the Honolulu Record edition of February 2, 1952. The article eop- 
tained the announcement that an HCRC birthday party would be held at the 
Hauula residence of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Marshall Davis on March 8, 1952. 

On April 19, 1952, the Record printed an article captioned “Brown Derby Lifts 
Bar to Negro Patronage,” reporting the success of the efforts of an HCRC com- 
mittee comprised of Mrs. Eileen Fujimoto, John E. Reinecke, and Frank Marsha!) 
Davis, in arranging for equitable treatment for Negro patrons of a Honolulu bar, 

The average number of copies of each issue of the Record sold or distributed 
through the mails or other media to paid subscribers during the past 3 years as 
listed in the corporation’s annual statement of ownership is as follows: 

1950: 3,573 
1951: 3,540 
1952: 3,000 

These totals have not included the copies sold at newsstands and magazine 
counters or through other miscellaneous channels. The combined total weekly 
press run, as of December 1952, is estimated to be approximately 2,200 copies. 

Analysis of the advertisement contained in the Christmas edition of the 
Honolulu Record published on December 20, 1951, has revealed the following 
data and location of advertisers: 


General: Column inches 


ILWU Local 142 (sugar-pineapple) 
ILWU Local 136 (longshore) 
Marine Cooks and Stewards 


A similar study of the advertisements in the fourth anniversary 
(August 7, 1952) shows: 


General: Column inches 


Labor unions: 
ILWU Local 142 
W. 


The total number of column inches of advertising in the Honolulu Record’s 
four special issues since the summer of 1950 is itemized as follows: 


2d anniversary edition (Aug. 3, 1950) 
Christmas 1950 (Dec. 21, 1950) 

3d anniversary edition (Aug. 2, 1951) 
Christmas 1951 (Dec. 20, 1951) 

4th anniversary edition (Aug. 7, 1952) 
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A comparative analysis of the statement of financial condition of the annual 
corporation exhibits of the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd., for the years 
ending August 31, 1949, 1950, and 1951 has revealed the following data: 


Operating 
Fiscal year Assets Liabilities gain (+) or | Net worth 
loss (—) 


\ugust 1949 $7, 953. 31 5.22 | —$2, 351.91 $4, 548, 09 
‘August 1950.- 1 41, 155. 39 2, 603. 87 +128. 43 1 38, 551. 52 
August 1951 2 43, 430. 13 .63 | —5,377.02| 234, 069.50 


, 
, 


: | Includes $33,865 subscriptions receivable (stock subscribed but not paid for). 
2 Includes $33,838.50 subscriptions receivable 


These statements indicate that during the period August 1948 to August 31, 
1951, the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd., operated at a loss of $7,600.50. 
The 1951 statement lists the corporation’s assets as follows: 


Equipment 

Loans receivable 
Organizational expense 
Subscriptions receivable 


ie Seater cere ee ese renee eee er aN 43, 480. 13 
Liabilities were stated to be— 


Commercial account 
Taxes payable 
Salaries and wages payable 


$139. 14 


Net worth, Aug. 31, 1951 


The following computation, however, is more realistic: 
Assets: 


Ae I Shee ie ee 
Equipment. 


Net deficit 


During the period August 1950 to August 1951, the corporation reported a loss 
of $5,377.02. A comparison of the statements for 1949, 1950, and 1951 reflects 
that in 1949 loans payable amounted to $162.14, in 1950 to $2,213.84, and in 1951 
to $5,225.28. Notes for the indebtedness in 1951 were held by Koji Ariyoshi 
any R. J. Baker ($565.23), Denichi Kimoto ($160), and Yugo Okubo 

Sixteen persons were employed by the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd., 


during 1952. These persons, some of whom were part-time employees, are the 
following: 


Koji Ariyoshi Harold Perreira 

Carl Beckwith Gonzales Petilos 
Geraldo Cabanilla Aiko Reinecke 
Takejiro Hama Edward G. Rohrbough 
Denichi Kimoto Jeanette Rohrbough 
Shutei Mayeshiro Rachel Saiki 

Augustin Murillo Mauro Villarta 


Yugo Okubo Emilio C. Yadao 
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Mrs. Jeanette Nakama Robrbeugh served as secretary of the Communist-front 
Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee in 1960. She was identified as a member of 
the Communist Party by five former Communists whe testified before the House 
Un-American Activities Committee in Honolulu in 1950. Mrs. Rohrbough re- 
fused, however, to answer any questions regarding her Communist Party mem- 
bership before the same committee and claimed her privilege against self- 
incrimination. She has been employed not only by the Honolulu Record Pub- 
lishing Co., Ltd., but also by the Communist-controlled United Public Workers 
of America. She is the wife of Edward G. Rohrbough, columnist and principal 
stockholder of the Honelalu Record Publishing Co., Ltd. 

Rachel K. Saiki, employed as an officeworker by the Honolulu Record Pub- 
lishing Co., Ltd., served as treasurer of the Communist-front Hawaii Civil 
Liberties Committee during 1948 and 1949. Although Miss Saiki refused to 
answer questions concerning her affiliation with the Communist Party or the 
Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee, four witnesses before the House Un-American 
Activities Committee identified her as a member of the Communist Party. 

Emilio C. Yadao, editorial assistant on the staff of Ti Mangyuna, Filipino 
counterpart of the Honolulu Record, is empleyed as Tlocano radio spokesman 
for the ILWU. 

Aden Reinecke was dismissed from her position as a teacher in the public 
schools of the Territory in 1948 because of a reasonable doubt as to her loyalty 
to the United States. She was further identified as a member of the Communist 
Rarty by former Communist Ichiro Izuka at hearings in Honolulu conducted by 
the House Un-American Activities Committee. She is the wife of John B. Rein- 
ecke, indicted for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act. 

Shutei Mayeshiro is the nominal editor of the Hawaii Star, pro-Communist 
Japanese-language publication. He is also vice president and member of the 
board of directors of the Hawaii Star, Ltd., and the owner of 100 shares of 
stoek in that corporation. The Hawaii Star, Ltd., publishers of the Hawaii Star, 
ancillary publication of the Honolulu Record, is the lessee of the property at 
811 Sheridan Street, Honolulu, where the offices and presses of both corporations 
are located. 

Prank Marshall Davis and Wilfred M. Oka, two principal columnists, report- 
edly have not been paid employees of the Record. Neither has ever been listed 
as a steckholder in the corporation. 

Although the editor and several members of the staff of the Honolulu Record 
have been identified as members of the Communist Party of Hawaii and indicted 
for conspiracy to violate the Smith Act, the influence which the Record exerts 
upen certain segments of the population of the Territory remains very strong. 

Jack Kawano said in his testimony before the House Un-American Activities 
Committee : 

“The influence of these individuals [Communist Party members] is growing. 
The influence of Harriet Bouslog is growing. The influence of the paper by Jack 
Kimoto [the Honolulu Record] is growing. Many people not Communists read 
the paper and they think it is a good paper, too. That is what I mean when I say 
the influence is increasing.” 

That the Honolulu Record was established for the purpose of furthering the 
Communist cause in Hawaii is well illustrated by the fact that the paper came 
into being as a direct result of a decision by the executive board of the Com- 
munist Party of Hawaii; that its editer and several employees and contributors 
have been identtfied as members of the Communist Party; and, that its fmancial 
support has been derived largely from identified Communists or Communist 

thizers. 

The editorial policy of the Record has adhered consistently to the line dis- 
seminated by the Communist press throughout the world. It has slanted its news 
stories and editorials in favor of Soviet Russia, supported the Communist Party 
and individual Communists, and given fevorable publicity to Comnrunist-front 
organizations and Communist-controlled labor unions. On the other hand, the 
Record has been corrosively critical of institutions of American Government, 
opposed to all forms of anti-Communist activity, and prepared at every turn to 
print material ae to embarrass or deride legally constituted authority 
whenever that authority aets contrary to the interests of the Communist Party. 
Finally, the Honolulu Record has never been known to criticize, either directly 
or indirectly, any action or policy of Soviet Russia. 
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CONCLUSION 


The origin and purpese of the Honolulu Record, its ownership, its editorial 
policy, an@-the character of its persennel lead this Commission to the inescapable 
conclusion that it is the prineiple journalistic mouthpiece of the Communist 
Party im the Ternitery of Hawaii. 


TI MANGYUNA (THE PIONEER) 


The Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd., is also the publisher of Ti Mang- 
yuna (the Pioneer), a biweekly newspaper published in the Ilocano dialect of 
the Filipino language. Like the Record, the editorial policy of Ti Mangyuna 
has often coincided with and furthered the objectives of the Communist Party, 
United States of America. Its editor is Koji Ariyoshi, who has been identified 
as a former member of the executive board of the Communist Party of Hawaii. 
His editorial assistants are Augustin Yadao Murillo and Emilio C. Yadao, the 
latter being the Llocano radio spokesman for the Communist-controlled ILWU. 
Ti Mangyuna began publication in January 1950. Its circulation as of the start 
of 1953 was about 1,100. Its offices are located at 811 Sheridan Street, Honolulu, 
where the Communist Honolulu Record and Hawaii Star are published. 


THE HAWAII STAR 


In the early months of 1947 when the Communist Party's program of expan- 
sion in Hawaii was well underway, Communist leaders decided that it would 
be desirable to establish a propaganda outlet that would reach and influence 
the residents of the Territory who spoke and read the Japanese language. 
Accordingly, after considerable negotiation and discussion among the various 
proponents of the plan, the Hawaii Star, Ltd., was incorporated on March 3, 
1947. 

According to Jack H. Kawano, a former Communist Party leader in Hawaii, the 
plan for the Hawaii Star originated with Jack Denichi Kimoto. Kimoto pre- 
sented the idea to the executive board of the Communist Party of Hawaii and, 
after having discussed the merits of the suggestion during several of its meet- 
ings, the executive board agreed to take the initiative in establishing the news- 
paper. Kawano pointed out that Jack W. Hall, Dwight James Freeman, Ah 
Quon McElrath, John E. Reineeke, Adrian “Joe” Palomino, and the other mem- 
bers of the executive board insisted that control of the paper be maintained by 
the Communist Party so that the party might dictate its policies. 

Mindful of the need for financial support for his project, Kimoto sought 
to stimulate an interest in the Hawaii Star among members of the Nichibei 
Minshu Kyokai (Japanese American Association for Democracy), an organiza- 
tion comprised almost entirely of alien Okinawan Japanese. Influenced by 
Kimoto’s declamations on the necessity for a progressive Japanese language 
newspaper in Hawaii, many members of the Nichibei Minshu Kyokai purchased 
stock in the Hawaii Star, Ltd. Among the stockholders were such persons as 
Shutei Mayeshiro, Ginjiro “Hokusan” Arashiro, and Gashu “Seikan” Higa, all 
of whom had been affiliated with the “Yoen Jiho,” pro-Communist Japanese 
language newspaper published on the island of Eauai in 1941 and earlier. 
Kimoto thus was able to marshal ample financial support for the Hawaii Star 
while at the same time arranging that the ownership of the majority of shares 
be kept in the hands of Communist Party members and Communist sympathizers. 

Kawano testified that early in 1947 a meeting was held in Honolulu for the 
purpose of making final arrangements to put the corporation into operation. 
Among those who attended that meeting, in addition to Kawano, were the 
following: 


Ginjiro “Hokusan” Arashiro Yoshikazu Morimoto 
Tokio Arashiro Bert H. Nakano 

Shutei Mayeshiro Tadashi “Castner” Ogawa 
Yasuki Arakaki Jack T. Osakoda 

Charles K. Pujimoto Hideo “Major” Okada 
Eileen T. Pujimoto Kenji Omuro 

Saburo Fujisaki Richard K. Shigemitsu 
Carl Y. Fukumoto Shigeo Takemoto 

Robert Kunimura Thomas 8. Yagi 
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All of these persons except Mayeshiro, Takemoto, and the Arashiros have been 
identified as members of the Communist Party in the postwar period. 

When it found that the corporation had sufficient capital to begin publishing 
operations and it was clear that the majority of the stock was held by Com- 
munist Party members and their sympathizers, the executive board of the 
Communist Party of Hawaii directed that the paper be given unqualified support 
and cooperation. Communist leaders instructed party members to solicit adver- 
tisements and subscriptions for the corporation’s weekly newspaper, the Hawaii 
Star. Communist Party members within the ILWU were instructed to arrange 
for the union’s adoption of resolutions heralding the birth of this new, pro- 
gressive newspaper, and to encourage contributions to its support. Kawano 
testified that Communists in the ILWU were instrumental in arranging the gift 
of a printing press from the Territorial ILWU Council to the Hawaii Star. 

Kawano testified that after the Hawaii Star has been in operation for several 
months, certain elements within the ILWU objected to the format of the paper. 
These union members insisted that if the Hawaii Star were to benefit the 
union membership it should be changed from a bilingual (Japanese-English) 
paper to one printed in English alone. They felt that under the circumstances, 
their support of the Star was not a profitable venture. As a result of this 
complaint the Executive Board of the Communist Party in Hawaii attempted, 
through Kimoto, to persuade the alien Japanese shareholders to agree to dis- 
continue the Japanese section and convert the Star into an English language 
paper. However, the latter would not permit this change. In view of this dis- 
agreement, the executive board of the Communist Party decided, at a meeting 
held in 1948 at the home of Adrain “Joe” Palomino, to instruct party members to 
dispose of their Hawaii Star holdings and to divert the resulting funds to the 
support of the Honolulu Record. However, a study of the annual corporation 
exhibits of the Hawaii Star, Ltd., for the past 4 years reveals that this plan 
was not implemented. There has been little change in the ownership of Hawaii 
Star stock since 1948. 

The officers of the Hawaii Star, Ltd., for 1951 were: 


President : Ginjiro Arashiro 

Vice President: Shutei Mayeshiro 

Secretary, Ginjiro Arashiro 

Treasurer: Taruji Oshiro 

Directors : Ushi Oyafuso, Masao Nakata, Matsukichi Ajimine, Shutei Mayeshiro, 
Ginjiro Arashiro, Taruji Oshiro, Uta Tamanaha 


Although none of these officers has ever been identified as a member of the 
Communist Party, several are known to be Marxists and Communist sym- 
pathizers. ; 

The first editor of the Hawaii Star was Jack Denichi Kimoto. He held that 
position from the first day of publication, March 6, 1947, until replaced by 
Ginjiro Arashiro on May 27, 1948. Arashiro was succeeded by Shutei Mayeshiro 
as of May 1, 1949. Although Arashiro bore the formal title of editor, Jack Denichi 
Kimoto continued to exert a great deal of influence upon the policy of the news- 
paper. The paper is printed weekly at the plant of the Honolulu Record Pub- 
lishing Co., Ltd., 811 Sheridan Street, Honolulu. 

The editorial policy of the Hawaii Star has shown an unusual consistency 
with the line followed by the Communist press throughout the United States. 
During the past year the tenor of the Star’s news stories and editorials has 
paralleled closely the objectives set forth by the national committee of the 
oe Party, U. 8. A. During that period the Star has published stories 
which: 

(a) Laid blame for the failure of statehood legislation to the prevalence 
of racial discrimination in Hawaii; 

(b) Urged inauguration of a local peace movement ; 

(c) Opposed rearmament in Japan; 

(d@) Blamed the stalemate in Korea on United Nations representatives ; 

(e) Opposed Japan’s resuming trade with Nationalist China; 

(f) Claimed that Japan is being forced into enslavement and becoming 
a participant in an aggression against Asiatic nations. China Gains In- 
dependence but Japan’s Delayed. 

(g) Criticized publicity given to returning veterans of the Korean War; 

(h) Decried alleged police brutality in Tokyo during American occupation ; 
criticized Gen. Douglas MacArthur ; 
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(i). Reported presentation of the Stalin Award to Dr. Ikuo Oyama, by 
the U. 8. S. R. in recognition of his efforts on behalf of a peace movement; 

(j) Acclaimed Russia as the liberator and benefactor of Korea ; 

(k) Decried the arrest of the Hawaii Seven and the conviction of Com- 
munist Party leaders in the United States as a violation of the principles 
of freedom of thought and freedom of speech ; 

(1) Quoted statements of Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses 8. Grant, Daniel 
Webster, Alexander Hamilton, John Adams, and other American patriots 
in support of Smith Act “victims.” Maintained that if these great men were 
living today, they would be indicted for violation of the Smith Act ; 

(m) Criticized the results of the 1952 national election in Japan claim- 
ing that the victory by the reactionary group will eventually lead Japan 
into another war, a catastrophe which the Asiatic Peace Conference (a 
Communist-led enterprise) is working so hard to prevent : 

(n) Quoted interviews with members of Japanese Parliament in which 
they are alleged to have stated that they visited the countries behind the 
Iron Curtain and found them to be progressive. These leaders are said to 
have expressed the opinion that Japan has much to lose by refusing trade 
agreements with Communist China. 

Although the Hawaii Star has published editorials and news stories on these 
and other controversial subjects, it has never been known to criticize the Com- 
munist Party or Soviet Russia and her satellites. 

The stockholders of the Hawaii Star, Ltd., on December 31, 1951, as listed in 
its annual corporation exhibit, were: 





| Sub- 

Total | scrip- 

Mailing address shares oe ee 
j 


vi ws 


614 Holokahana Lane, Honolulu 
1810-G Kalihi St., Honolulu... 
Kam IV Rd., Honolulu 

235 Kuliouou ae ee 
2181 we oo el 


*Arakaki, Yasuki 
imoto, Charies K 


2241 Makanani Dr. ’ Ho 
2162 Makanani Dr., Honolulu. 
Kanai 


Koloa, 
691 South King St., Honolulu-- 
Honolulu 


shSi8outeseuySusksses88uszszs 


Miyasato, Ansei 
*Morimoto, Yoshikazu 
Takuzo 


cod 


, Honolulu, Oabu- 100 | 


ares whose names are marked with an asterisk (*) are identified as having been members of the Com* 
munist Part 
+ ee whose names are marked with the symbol (#) have clearly demonstrated their break with the 


72723—57—pt. 41a, 11-——3 
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Shimabukuro, Zenshu 1515-A Lusitana St., Honolulu, Oahu 
Shimabukuro, Komei Hilo, Hawaii 

Shirasaki, Toshio_._.-_._. Olaa, Hawaii 

Tawada, Shinryo 1739 Young St., Honolulu, Oahu 
Tere, YO... sab-<005 Makewao, Maui 

Tabuchi, Ken SE SE cnn oc ibapedditin dans cage 3 
Takemoto, Shigeo_..........-.--- Wailuku, Maui 

Tamanaha, Saburo Camp 3, Spreckelsville, Maui 
Tamashiro, Kamekichi Kailua, Kona, Hawaii 

Tamanaha, Uta .-| Kahaluu, Oahu 

Tengan, Hoyei._-_- ..| 140 North Vineyard S8t., Honolulu 
Tsukayama, Senki... ..-| Mountain View, Hawaii 

Taniguchi, Hitoshi 

Uyehara, Kojun Lanikai, Oahu 

*Yagi, Thomas 


1,500 | 15,000 | 11,410 


Seventeen of the 59 Hawaii Star stockholders have been identified as members 
of the Communist Party. Most of these 17 are, or recently have been, members 
or employees of the Communist-dominated ILWU. Three of the 59—HWileen N. 
Fujimoto, Denichi Kimoto, and Shizuyo Kimoto (Mrs. Esther Shizuyo Wakida)— 
also own shares in the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd. 

A review of the annual corporation exhibits of the Hawaii Star, Ltd., for the 
years 1947 through 1951 indicates that the corporation has operated at a loss 
every year since its inception. Its exhibit for 1951 shows an accumulated deficit 
of $11,549.17. The losses sustained by the Hawaii Star Ltd., for the period 
1947-51 were as follows: 


Shutei Mayeshiro and Ginjiro “Hokusan” Arashiro have been the principal 
employees of the Hawaii Star, Ltd. Mayeshiro has also worked for the Honolulu 
Record Publishing Co., Ltd. 

The Hawaii Star, compahion publication to the Honolulu Record, has served 
the Communist Party of Hawaii as a medium of propaganda among the Japanese- 
speaking residents of the Territory for the past 6 years. The project of Jack 
Denichi Kimoto, 1 of the earliest Communist Party leaders in Hawaii, the Hawaii 
Star, received the endorsement and complete support of the executive board of 
the Communist Party of Hawaii in 1947. Control of the corporation, and hence 
control of the editorial policy of the newspaper, has been retained at all times 
by the Communist Party by reason of ownership of the majority of the shares in 
the corporation by individual Communists and Communist sympathizers. Al- 
though Jack Kimoto relinquished his position as editor of the Hawaii Star after 
15 months of publication, he continued in the capacity of adviser and exerted a 
strong influence upon the editorial policy of the paper. 

Analysis of the content of the Hawaii Star since its inception in March 1947 
reveals that the newspaper has been consistent in its conformity with the Com- 
munist Party line, as manifested in American and international Communist 
Party publications. News stories and editorials appearing in the Star during 
the past year have extolled the merits of Soviet Russia and her satellites, de- 
fended the Communist Party and individual Communists, and criticized the 
foreign policy of the United States. Conversely, the Hawaii Star has never 
uttered a word of criticism against the Communist Party or against Soviet Russia 
and her satellites. 

Since this section of the report was prepared it has been learned that the 
Hawaii Star has not appeared on several recent publication dates, Whether 
this indicates that the Hawaii Star is defunct is not yet known. 
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HAWAII CIVIL RIGHTS CONGRESS 


This organization came into being during October 1950, when the Hawaii 
Civil Liberties Committee (which was cited by the United States Attorney 
General as Communist on April 27, 1949) changed its name and thereafter 
became known as the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress. At the same time the 
organization announced its affiliation with the Civil Rights Congress, a national 
organization. This affiliation was brought about largely through the efforts 
of Frank Marshall Davis, identified Communist, Honolulu Record columnist, 
HCLC member, and former member of the national executive board of the Civil 
Rights Congress, and Stephen Murin, the then chairman of the HCRC, and an 
identified Communist. 

The National Civil Rights Congress was formed in April 1946, as the result 
of a merger of two Communist-front organizations—the International Labor 
Defense and the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. The new 
organization was described by the United States Attorney General on December 
4, 1947, as “subversive and Communist.” Of the Civil Rights Congress, the 
House Un-American Activities Committee has stated: 

“Having adopted a line of militant skulduggery against the United States with 
the close of World War II, the Communist Party has set up the Civil Rights 
Congress for the purpose of protecting those of its members who run afoul of 
the law. This new project was founded at a conference held in Detroit on 
April 27-28, 1946, effectuating the merger of the International Labor Defense 
and the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties. The latter organiza- 
tions had been so badly discredited by repeated exposure as to injure their use- 
fulness in the newly envisaged campaign of Communist lawlessness. It will be 
found, however, that the sponsors of the Civil Rights Congress in many instances 
are the same as those of its predecessor organizations. 

“It has been a time-honored Communist tactic to set up a hue and cry for civil 
liberties precisely at a moment when boldest attacks upon democracy are in- 
tended. Invariably this appeal finds a response among Communist sympathizers, 
and ingenuous professional bleeding hearts, who would rather sacrifice the in- 
terests of their country than do violence to the Communist conception of civil 
liberties as applied to the United States. For some curious reason these stand- 
ards are never applied to any territory under the Communist dictatorship. * * * 


“CONCLUSION 


“From the facts cited above it should be clear that the Civil Rights Congress 
is an organization dedicated not to the broader issues of civil liberties, but spe- 
cifically to the defense of individual Communists and the Communist Party, that 
the organization is controlled by individuals who are either members of the Com- 
munist Party or openly loyal to it, and that in carrying out its defense aims, 
the organization has at the same time engaged in a campaign of vilification 
against the American Government.” 

In a report on the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee, the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities has concluded : 

“The Committee on Un-American Activities is in unanimous agreement that 
the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee is a subversive organization initiated and 
operated by Communists for the sole purpose of expanding the influence of the 
small Communist minority in the Territory of Hawaii. This findings, which has 
been elaborated upon in the foregoing report, is the result of investigations con- 
ducted in the Territory by the members and staff of the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities in October, November, and December 1949, and March and April 
1950.” 

The Territorial Commission on Subversive Activities reported to the Terri- 
torial legislature in March 1951: 

“The HCLC’s changing its name to Hawaii Civil Rights Congress conforms to 
the usual practice of Communist-front organizations, which, upon exposure of 
their true nature, either dissolve themselves, reappear in a'completely new guise, 
or take a new name. The HCRC is actually a protraction of the HCLC, although 
the new organization does not enjoy the support of as many people as did the 
HCLC prior to its exposure by the House Un-American Activities Committee. 

“Throughout its existence the HCLC did much more to foster racial antago- 
nism that it did to encourage racial unity. It promoted disrespect for eonsti- 
tuted authority and for established institutions and turned its best efforts toward 
the advancement of the Communist cause.” 
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The inception of the Hawaii chapter of the Civil Rights Congress was cele 
brated at a party given by the new Hawaii Civil Rights Congress on December 30, 
1950, at the home of Cyril Bristow, 2357-C Palolo Avenue, Honolulu. At this 
affair a petition for the release of David Hyun was circulated and the signatures 
of many guests were obtained. An alien and a former resident of Hawaii, Hyun 
was at that time detained by Federal authorities in Los Angeles, Calif., pending 
deportation proceedings under the provisions of the Internal Security Act of 
1950. In Hawaii, Hyun led and participated in discussion groups on indoctrina- 
tion in Communist philosophy, and aided in the recruitment of members in the 
Communist Party during the year 1946. 

The action of this organization in the Hyun case was consistent with the 
record it has established under the name of the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee 
as a defender of Communists and communism, both in Hawaii and on the main- 
land. 

At the annual election of officers in February 1951, Claude W. White, a Uni- 
versity of Hawaii student, was elected chairman of the HCRC, succeeding 
Stephen T. Murin, who became vice chairman. Evelyn Murin was elected secre- 
tary, succeeding Jeanette Rohrbough, and Robert M. Kempa was elected treas- 
urer, succeeding Esther M. Bristow. 

On Saturday, April 7, 1951, the HCRC sponsored a rally at Aala Park. This 
demonstration was staged as a denunciation of the McCarran Act. An announce- 
ment of this rally was made by Robert W. McElrath on the ILWU radio pro- 
gram on the evening of Friday, April 6, 1951. The introduction of speakers was 
preceded by the playing of several recordings of Russian music featuring Com- 
munist Paul Robeson as the vocalist. 

Claude White acted as chairman and was assisted by Stephen Murin and 
other HCRC officials and members. 

Speakers included: 

Vincent Hallinan, one of the defense attorneys in the Harry Bridges 
perjury trial. 

Antonio T. Rania, president of Local 142, ILWU. 

Valerie Taylor, president of the ILWU Women’s Auxiliary. 

Wilfred M. Oka, columnist for the Honolulu Record; identified Commu- 
nist; one of so-called reluctant 39. 

Hugh Bryson, president of Communist-controlled National Union of Ma- 
rine Cooks and Stewards; identified as a Communist; served on national 
board of Civil Rights Congress ; member of various “front” organizations. 

A collection was taken up for the defense of David Hyun and Simeon L, Baga- 
sol, an alien resident of Hawaii also awaiting deportation proceedings under 
the provisions of the Internal Security Act of 1950, and it was announced that 
the sum of $51.31 had been realized. On April 26, 1951, the Honolulu Record 
reported that the contribution amounted to about $200. The audience was in- 
vited to sign a petition against the McCarran Act. 

It was estimated tha there were about 200 persons present at this rally. 

The next public demonstration of note engaged in by the HCRC concerned 
the Willie McGee case. Willie McGee, a Negro, had been tried and convicted 
during the year 1945 by the courts of the State of Mississippi on a charge of 
rape. He was sentenced to death. Several stays of execution were granted, 
and the United States Supreme Court declined to review the case on several 
occasions. 

Of high importance to the Communist propaganda machine are any and all 
incidents which can be distorted, enlarged upon, or in any way exploited 
on the racial issue. This care, like the so-called Martinsbille 7 and Trenton 
6 cases, offered another vehicle to be used for agitational purposes in the field 
or race relations. (The merits of the cases of Willie McGee, the Martinsville 
7 and the Trenton 6 are not involved in this discussion. The matter is introduced 
here for the purpose of demonstrating how the Communist Party and the CRC 
operate in the civil rights and legal fields.) 

The policy of the Communist Party in the McGee case was stated in a news 
article appearing in the April 11, 1951, edition of the Daily People’s World. 
This article was headed “Communist Party Defines Aims in Reply to Attorney 
General,” and included as one of the aims of the party the following: 

“It bent every effort to save the Martinsville martyrs and is fighting reso- 
lutely for the lives of Willie McGee and the Trenton six.” 

Since the Communist Party, United States of America, and the Civil Rights 
Congress are closely connected with organizations serving the Communist cause 
throughout the world, they are able to mobilize these groups and their propa- 
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ganda facilities behind causes which the Communist Party and the CRC select 
for their attention. 

The Civil Rights Congress spearheaded the campaign in this case, making 
wide use of the technique of mass pressure. The Communist press provided 
all-out support. Communist-controlled unions, Communist and Communist- 
front organizations joined the campaign. The ILWU and the Marine Cooks 
and Stewards were particularly active in the case. 

In Hawaii the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress participated im this campaign 
by soliciting signatures to petitions requesting the President of the United 
States to free MeGee. The Honoluiu Record on May 3, 1951, and the Daily 
People’s World on May 8, 1951, reported that the HCRO had obtained 200 sig- 
natures to petitions. Six members of the HCRC, including Chairman Claude 
White, were said to have canvassed midtown Honolulu on the night of April 
27, 1951, and to have received very good response. It was also reported that 
the HCRC sent letters to 150 trade unions and their units and hundreds of cards 
and letters to its members urging action to save McGee. 

Press reports indicate that, from the standpoint of racial agitation, the 
basic reason for this activity, this campaign was highly successful. 

The May 24, 1951, edition of the Honolulu Record reported that the HCRC had 
investigated seven Honolulu bars for refusing service to Negroes. The Record 
related that this investigation, according to HCRC officers, was the consequence 
of the failure of Hawaii legislators to take action on a plea for a civil-rights 
law like that proposed in the 1949 session and like those in force in New 
York and other States. The article further stated that the plea was sent to all 
legislators early in the 1949 session of the legislature, that only one law- 
maker bothered to answer, and that he said he had not had an opportunity to 
learn how civil-rights laws were operating on the mainland. 

On May 17, 1951, the HCRC commenced a belated campaign against anti- 
subversive legislation which had been passed by the Territorial legislature but 
had not yet been signed by the Governor. A mimeographed leaflet entitled 
“Hawaii Civil Rights Congress Bulletin,” giving a distorted version of the 
nature and intent of this legislation, was circulated. (See annex 1.) 

On July 19, 1951, the Honolulu Record in an article headed “HCRC Tells Six 
Bars, One Dance Hall, Racial Discrimination Will Be Fought,” stated that 
Evelyn Murin, secretary of the HCRC, had advised that letters were sent to 6 
Honolulu bars and 1 dancehall telling the proprietors that the organization was 
opening a campaign against racial discrimination. 

On the night of July 14, 1951, a go-for-broke luau was held at the home of 
Stephen and Evelyn Murin. The Honolulu Record on July 12, 1951, reported 
that Chairman Claude White of the HCRC had announced that the affair was 
being sponsored by the HCRC. The purpose of the luau was to raise funds for 
the support of the HCRC. A donation of $1.50 a person was expected. 

The Honolulu Record of August 2, 1951, contained an item attributed to the 
HCRC congratulating the Record on its third anniversary. This item was 
labeled: “From Its Co-Fighter for Cival [sic] Rights for All People in This 
Territory !” 

On August 30, 1951, the HCRC renewed its campaign on behalf of the so-called 
Hawaii Seven. A mimeographed letter from Chairman Claude W. White, and 
a mimeographed leaflet entitled ““Who Is the Man in Chains?” were circulated 
through the mails. (See annex 2.) The same leaflet also was distributed at a 
Labor Day rally at Wahiawa, Oahu, on September 3, 1951. The letter solicited 
contributions to the defense fund for the Honolulu Seven and stated that a 
minimum of $5,000 must be raised. The leaflet attacked the Smith Act as “mak- 
ing a mockery of the rights of free speech and thought,” and the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation as “partners in the campaign to malign and smear the militant 
unions and the courageous expressions of criticism of governmental policies.” 
The defendants were described as working people of Hawaii and persons of 
good character, with the observation that: “This is their crime. This is the 
reason for their outrageous detention.” 

The August 30, 1951, edition of the Honolulu Record reports that the HCRC, 
at a meeting on August 29, 1951, formed a committee for the defense of the 
Hawaii Seven and set a goal of $5,000 to be raised as a defense fund. 

Prominent among the propaganda efforts of the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress 
has been a concentrated critical attack on the Smith Act. During October and 
November 1951, this organization distributed throughout the Territory a volume 
of leaflets designed to create public opposition to and contempt for the act. 
As University of Hawaii students approached Hemenway Hall for lunch at 
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noon on October 8, 1951, they were handled copies of an HCRC leafiet entitled 
“Free Speech or the Smith Act?’ The distributors were John E. Reinecke and 
Stephen T. Murin. These leaflets also were distributed by mail to University 
of Hawaii professors, schoolteachers, attorneys, and labor-union officials. The 
final page contained a blank to be used for forwarding contributions to the 
defense fund for the Hawaii Seven. Referring to these leafiets and to other 
facets of their anti-Smith Act campaign, the HCRC issued a bulletin dated 
November 26, 1951. (See annex 3.) This bulletin stated that the HCRC had 
mailed and distributed nearly 10,000 copies of its pamphlet, Free Speech or the 
Smith Act? It also stated that a group of HCRC members and friends had 
conducted a house-to-house canvass in the Damon tract district of Honolulu, 
distributing leaflets and explaining the meaning of the Smith Act. Some funds 
were said to have been collected for the defense of the Hawaii Smith Act victims. 
It was announced that another house-to-house campaign would be conducted on 
Sunday, December 2, 1951. (Among those taking part in this project were 
Charles Fujimoto, Eileen Fujimoto, Stephen Murin, Evelyn Murin, Claude White, 
Virginia Ho, and Helen Davis.) 

Also, in Novemher, a mimeographed circular headed “The Case of the Ha- 
waii Smith Act Victims” was issued. (See annex 4.) This circular explains 
that the defendants are charged “only with ‘conspiracy’ to exercise the right of 
free speech,” and snggests that the reader can help preserve the constitutional 
right of free speech by calling for the repeal of the Smith Act. 

A general membership meeting of the HCRC was held on February 1, 1952. 
At this meeting Claude White, a student at the University of Hawaii, was 
elected chairman; Virginia Ho, vice chairman; and Evelyn Murin, secretary- 
treasurer. The executive board was expanded to 10 members “in order to give 
more flexibility to the work of the HCRC in the community.” 

Wallace Ho, port agent for the National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards, 
and an identified member of the Communist Party, was guest speaker at this 
meeting. 

The February 1952 bulletin commented on the Smith Act case and the 1952 
membership drive. (See annex 5.) It also solicited orders for the book, We 
Charge Genocide, stated that HCRC had contributed $50 to the Majors-Palakiko 
Defense Committee, and announced that it was planned to have the second an- 
niversary party on March 8, 1952, at Hanula, Oahu. (Invitations to this affair 
stated that it was to be held at the home of the Davises at Hauula. Frank 
Marshall Davis, columnist for the Honolulu Record, and his wife, Helen Davis, 
have been identified as members of the Communist Party.) 

On April 10, 1952, the Honolulu Record reported that an HCRC committee, 
composed of Eileen Fujimoto, John Reinecke, and Frank Marshall Davis, met 
with owners of a local bar in order to clarify the policy of that establishment 
with reference to discrimination against Negroes. 

On May 6, 1952, the HCRC issued a bulletin to its members entitled “The 
Hawaii Smith Act Case to Date.” (See annex 6.) Its final paragraph states: 
“As in all political cases, final victory in this case will be won only if the people 
themselves become aware of the frameup nature of the case and express their 
indignation and protests against the Truman administration for attempting 
to silence people who speak out against its dangerous war policies and corrup- 
tion, and if the people themselves force the repeal of the infamous Smith Act.” 

On the night of June 7, 1952, HCRC held a benefit party and dance at the 
Marine Cooks and Stewards Hall, 108 North King Street, Honolulu, in honor 
of the C. R. C. Smith Act defendants.” The Honolulu Record in its edition of 
June 12, 1952, reported on this affair as follows: 


“100 Hear Mrs. Fustmoro Tet. or Fiegnt Acarnst SmitH Act By VARIED GROUPS 


“The Smith Act indictments are not directed against the 7 local defendants as 
individuals but at what they stand for, Mrs. Eileen Fujimoto told about 100 
guests at the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress party held last Saturday night at 
the Marine Cooks and Stewards Hall. 

“Mrs. Fujimoto, who is one of the 7 defendants in the Hawaii Smith Act 
case, said that the charges of racy to teach and advocate the overthrow 
of the Government are ‘false and ridiculous.’ 
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“FOUGHT FOR BETTZERMENT 


“The defendants have all contributed in the fight to extend democracy to a 
larger number of people in Hawaii, she said, and mentioned the trade-union 
activities of Jack Hall, ILWU regional director in the Territory. Others she 
named were Koji Ariyoshi and Jack Kimoto, of the Honolulu Record; Dr. John 
EB. Reinecke, now a research worker and for 19 years a public-school teacher 
in Hawaii until he and his wife, Mrs. Aiko Reinecke, became the first victims 
of the thought control hysteria in local government employment. 

“Mrs. Fujimoto named another defendant, James Freeman, as a longtime 
labor organizer among construction workers both here and on the mainland, and 
Charles K. Fujimoto, formerly a research chemist at the University of Hawaii 
before he became chairman of the Communist Party of Hawaii. 

“Today, one does not have to commit any crime to be arrested and threatened 
with a 5-year jail sentence under the Smith Act, Mrs. Fujimoto explained. One 
becomes a target of Government prosecution only by exercising his constitutional 
right of free speech, by criticizing the war program, by fighting for economic 
gains through militant trade unions, and by advocating progressive changes to 
bring general betterment, she added. 

“Opposition to the Smith Act is growing, she said, and mentioned the CIO, 
AFL, independent unions like the ILWU and M. C. and S., prominent educators, 
clergymen, editors of daily newspapers, artists and writers, professionals and 
minority groups joining their voices against the act. 

“Repeal of the Smith Act can be brought about by the protest of an increasing 
number of people, Mrs. Fujimoto said, and pointed to American history to show 
that reactionary and undemocratic laws have been repealed by such actions. 

“The gathering held to honor the Smith Act defendants enjoyed a program of 
dancing, refreshments, and entertainment. 

“Attorney Myer Symonds, a Smith Act case defense counsel, was a guest at 
the HCRC party. 

“Claude White, HCRC chairman, was master of ceremonies.” 

An HCRC bulletin dated July 22, 1952 (see annex 7), stated that Chairman 
Claude White had completed his studies at the University of Hawaii and was 
planning to return to the mainland in August, and that the vice chairman, Vir- 
ginia Ho, would take over the chairman’s duties until the next election. White 
is reported to have departed Hawaii, via plane, on August 15, 1952. Shortly 
thereafter Vice Chairman Virginia Ho departed for the mainland where, accord- 
ing to the Honolulu Record, she remained until October 30, 1952 


1 


The following advertisement appeared in the August 7, 1952 edition of the 
Honolulu Record: 


“Hawa Crvit Ricguts Concress (ForMerLY HCLC) Upnoips THE CONSTITUTION 
“AGAINST THOSE WHO. ARE SUBVERTING IT UNDER PRETEXT OF THE ‘COLD WAR’ 
“Repeal the Smith and McCarran Acts, defend the ‘Hawaii Seven’ ” 


Stephen Murin, chairman of HCRC in 1948 and 1949, vice chairman in 1951, 
and a member of the executive board in 1952, departed for Hilo, Hawaii, in Octo- 
ber as the representative of the United Public Workers of America on the island 
of Hawaii. 

The next known activity of the HCRC occurred in December 1952, when it was 
announced to members that a “fifth anniversary party” would be held at the 
Marine Cooks and Stewards Hall, 108 North King Street, on Saturday night, 
December 27, 1952. Invitations bore the inscription “Let’s all join in the fight 
for civil rights—defeat the Smith Act.” 

Also, in December 1952, HCRC joined the campaign for a new trial in the 
Rosenberg case. Postal cards were distributed addressed to “President Harry 
S$ Truman, the White House, Washington, D. C.,” bearing the following notation: 


“Honoruryv, T. H. 
“‘Mr. Prestpent: We urge you to use your Executive power to commute the 
unprecedented Rosenberg death sentences, which are irrevocable if paid. 


“we ,9 


Other propaganda material circulated by Hawaii Civil Rights Congress {fn this 
case included leaflets and pamphlets published by Civil Rights Congress, 326 West 
Third Street, Los Angeles, Calif.; Los Angeles Committee To Secure Justice in 
the Rosenberg Case, 515 West 41st Place, Los Angeles, Calif.; National Com- 
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mittee To Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case, 246 Fifth Avenue, New York, 

N. Y.; and Civil Rights Congress, 23 West 26th Street, New York, N. Y. 
According to the Daily People’s World, this nationwide campaign is being 

spearheaded by the National Committee To Secure Justice in the Rosenberg Case 

with headquarters in New York and branches in principal cities. The national 

Civil Rights Congress has also been prominent in this campaign. The pattern 

followed is the same as used in other cases, i. e., a campaign to bring pressure 

upon the President of the United States. 

The Communist press has given this campaign all-out support, urging that 
telegrams and letters be sent to President Truman asking executive clemency. 

The United States Supreme Court upheld the decision of the lower court in 
this case. The Civil Rights Congress commenting on the action of the Supreme 
Court stated: “This refusal to review is in effect carrying out the Government’s 
cold-blooded plan to advance the drive to war through the death of these innocent 
people.” (Daily People’s World, October 14, 1952.) The Civil Rights Congress 
also urged defense groups to send letters immediately to President Truman and 
the United States Attorney General asking that they recommend the United 
States Supreme Court reconsider its refusal of a hearing for Ethel and Julius 
Rosenberg, “atom spy frame-up victims.” (Daily People’s World, October 14, 
1952.) [Emphasis added.] 

A leaflet entitled “C. R. C. News,” published by the Hawaii Civil Rights Con- 
gress, distributed to members in December 1952, comments on the Hawaii Smith 
Act trial and the Rosenberg case. This bulletin also announced a fifth an- 
niversary party to be held on December 27, 1952, at the Marine Cooks and Stew- 
ards Hall, 108 North King Street, Honolulu. Donation 50 cents. 

This organization has been one of the principal sources of unadulterated 
Communist propaganda in the Territory of Hawaii. In addition to propaganda 
material originating locally, a large amount of propaganda distributed by the 
Hawaii Civil Rights Congress was printed on the mainland and apparently 
brought to Hawaii in bulk for distribution here. The material has appeared in 
the form of handbills, leaflets, ee and even in book form. Following 
is a list of these types of propaga 
Censored News: Published by the : Otel Rights Congress, 23 West 26th Street, 

New York 10, N. Y. 

Voices for Freedom : Published by the Civil Rights Congress, 23 West 26th Street, 
New York 10, N. Y., in July 1951. 

Why The Frame-ups?: Published by the United Electrical, Radio, and Machine 
Workers (UE), 11 East 5ist Street, New York 22, N. Y. 

One Step Leads to Another: Published by the United BDlectrical, Radio, and 
Machine Workers (UE), 11 East 5ist Street, New York 22, N. Y. 

Argument to the Jury of Richard Gladstein in the New York Communist Trial: 
Published by the Civil Rights Congress, west coast office, 228 McAlister Street, 
San Francisco, Calif. 

Due Process in a Political Trial: Published by the National Non-Partisan Com- 
mittee To Defend the Rights of the 12 Communist Leaders, Suite A, 23 West 
26th Street, New York 10, N. Y. 

Deadly Parallel: Published by the Civil Rights Congress, 205 East 42d Street, 
New York 17, N. Y., Distributed by the New York State Civil Rights Congress, 
23 West 26th Street, New York 10, N. Y. 

The Big Plot: Published by the National Non-Partisan Committee To Defend the 
cee the 12 Communist Leaders, Suite A, 23 West 26th Street, New York 

What To Do If Arrested: Published by the Civil Rights Congress, 23 West 26th 
Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Since its inception in 1948 as the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee, the con- 
trol of this organization has remained in the hands of identified party members 
Its principal officials are as follows, an asterisk designating those persons who 
have been identified as members of the Communist Party : 


1948 
Chairman : Stephen Murin* 
Vice chairman: Richard Drake 
Secretary: Esther Bristow* 
Treasurer: Rachel Saiki* 
Publicity manager : Robert Greene* 
, organization committee: Marshall McEKuen* 


* “Reluctant 39.” 
# “Hawaii 7.” 





SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 2717 


1949 
Chairman: Robert Greene* 

Vice chairman: Eleanor Agnew 

Secretary: Evelyn (Mrs. Stephen) Murin* 
Treasurer: Rachel Saiki* 

Chairman, research committee: John Reinecke* 


1950 
Chairman: Stephen Murin* 
Vice chairman: Morris Murray 
Secretary : Jeanette Nakama Rohrbough* 
Treasurer: Esther Bristow* 

1951 
Chairman: Claude W. White* 
Vice chairman: Stephen Murin* 
Secretary: Evelyn (Mrs. Stephen) Murin* 
Treasurer: Robert Kempa* 

1952 
Chair: Claude W. White* 
Vice chairman: Virginia Ho 
Secretary-Treasurer: Evelyn (Mrs. Stephen) Murin* 


The known affiliations of some of the persons who have been identified as 
having been members of the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress or its predecessor are: 
Name and affiliation 

Bristow, Cyril: Member, Communist Party; stockholder, Honolulu Record. 

Bristow, Esther M.: Member, Communist Party. 

Davis, Frank Marshall: Columnist, Honolulu Record, member, Communist Party. 

Davis, Helen C.: Member, Communist Party. 

#*¥Freeman, Dwight James: Organizer, Communist Party. 

#*¥Freeman, Pearl: Member, Communist Party. 

#*Fujimoto, Charles K.: Chairman, Communist Party; stockholder, Hawaii Star. 

#*Fujimoto, Eileen T.: Member, Communist Party; stockholder, Honolulu 

Record ; stockholder, Hawaii Star; employee, ILWU. 

Greene, Robert: Member, Communist Party ; employee, Honolulu Record; script 
writer, ILWU; officer, Unemployed Workers Organization of Hawaii (Com- 
munist-front). 

#*Hall, Jack W.: Executive Board, Communist Party, Hawaii; regional director, 

ILWU. 

Hall, Yoshiko, O.: Member, Communist Party ; employee, Bouslog & Symonds. 

Ho, Virginia : Stockholder, Honolulu Record; secretary-treasurer and member of 
board of directors, Honolulu Record. 

Kageyama, Richard M.: Admitted former Communist Party member; employee, 
ILWU ; member, board of supervisors. 

Kempa, Robert“‘M.: Member, Communist Party ; secretary, UPWA. 

*Kensinger, Adele (Mrs. Julius Rosenstein) : Member, Communist Party; stock- 
holder, Honolulu Record: member, board of directors, Honolulu Record. 

Murin, Evelyn (Mrs. Stephen): Stockholder, Honolulu Record ; employee, Bous- 
log & Symonds; member, Communist Party. 

*Murin, Stephen T.: Member, Communist Party ; employee, UPWA; stockholder, 
Honolulu Record. 

McElrath, Ah Quon L.: Executive board, Communist Party, Hawaii; employee, 
ILWU; employee, Marine Cooks and Stewards Union. 

*McElrath, Robert W.: Executive board, Communist Party, Hawaii; Territorial 
representative and public relations director, ILWU. 

*McEuen, Marshall L.: Active in Communist Party; director of education, 
ILWU ; member, Communist Party. 

*Oka, Wilfred M.: Member, Communist Party ; organizer, United Public Workers 
of America ; columnist, Honolulu Record. 

*Ozawa, Tadashi (Castner) : Member, Communist Party; member, ILWU. 

*Ozaki, Ruth Y.: Member, Communist Party; president, United Office and Pro- 
fessional Workers, Local 190 (Communist-controlled, expelled from CIO) ; 
employee, ILWU. 

*Reinecke, John E.: Member, Communist Party; stockholder, Honolulu Record; 
writer, Honolulu Record. 


* “Reluctant 39.” 
# “Hawaii 7.” 
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*Rohrbough, Jeanette Nakama: Member, Communist Party; employee, Hono- 
lulu Record; employee, Marine Cooks and Stewards Union. 

*Saiki, Rachel K.: Member, Communist Party; employee, Honolulu Record. 

Shigemitsu, Richard K.: Member, Communist Party; stockholder, Hawaii Star; 
member, ILWU. 

Uesugi, Peggy T.: Member, Communist Party ; employee, ILWU. 

*Vossbrink, Ralph V.: Member, Communist Party; executive secretary, United 

Public Workers of America, Lucal 646. 

Wong, Willis W. M.: Member, Communist Party. 

The record of this organization discloses that it has consistently propagated 
communism, defended Communists, opposed anti-Communist legislation, and 
cooperated very closely with, and received cooperaticn from, Communist-con- 
trolled unions and the party-line Honolulu Record. 


CONCLUSIONS 


Initiative for the organization of the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress (orig- 
inally the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee) came from Communist Party func- 
tionaries, who were joined by some non-Communist elements. Direction and 
contro! of this organization has been maintained by the Communist Party, 
causing most non-Communists to disassociate themselves from the HCRC. 
Communists have supplied most of the volunteer help that has enabled the 
Hawaii Civil Rights Congress to function. 

The Hawaii Civil Rights Congress has clearly indicated that it has been 
concerned with the issues of constitutional liberties, civil] and human rights, 
and racial discrimination only when Communist interests can he served. There 
has been no evidence of any deviation, on the part of the HCRC, from the 
Communist Party line. 

The origin, leadership, and program of the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress 
clearly indicate that this organization is an instrument of the Communist Party. 


INTERNATIONAL LONGSHOREMEN'S AND WAREHOUSEMEN’S UNION 
(ILWU) 


By reason of the influence and control of its firmly entrenched Communist 
leadership, the International Longsheremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union 
(ILWU) has been used during the past 15 years as the most effective vehicle for 
the implementation of the program of the Communist Party in Hawaii. Com- 
munists have used this nnion as a convenient, but always undisclosed, instrument. 
Under the cloak of respectability offered by the IL.WU’s status as a labor union, 
leaders of the Communist Party have successfully carried on party recruiting 
drives, disseminated Commitinist propaganda, and furthered the policies dictated 
by the national committee of the Communist Party, United States of America. 

Communist control of the organization and policies of the ILWU has been 
pointed out forcefnlly by the House Un-American Activities Committee: 

“The policies of the International Longshoremen’s and Warehonsemen’s Union 
are consistently directed toward the achievement of the program and the purpose 
of the Communist Party rather than the objectives and policies set forth in the 
CIO constitution.” 

As early as 1944 the House Committee on Un-American Activities found the 
ILWU to be among the laber unions having “Communist leadership * * * 
strongly entrenched.” 

After having conducted an extensive inquiry into the activities of the ILWT, 
a specially appointed executive board committee of the CIO found the ILWU to 
be dominated by Communists, recommended the revocation of its certificate of 
affiliation, and urged the expulsion of the ILWU from the CIO. Accordingly, 
the ILWU was expelled by the CIO on August 29, 1950. The executive board 
committee reported these findings: 

“The testimony, both oral and documentary, at the hearing demonstrates in- 
controvertibly, and the committee finds, that the policies and activities of the 
International Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union, under the leadership 
of its international officers and executive board, have long been and are today 


* “Reluctant 39.” 
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directed toward the achievement of the program and the policies of the Commu- 
nist Party rather than the objectives set forth in the constitution of the C10. 

“The ILWU has consistently and without a single deviation followed the sharp 
turns and swerves of the Communist Party line and has sacrificed the economic 
and social interests of its membership to that line. The defense presented by 
Harry Bridges and his fellow officers was an evasion of the real issue involved in 
the trial; they objected on hypertechnical grounds to the introduction of all 
relevant evidence ; introduced extraneous and irrelevant evidence ; made unsup- 
ported and slanderous attacks upon the witnesses; and generally evidenced a 
hysterically evasive attitude toward the charges and toward toward the trial 
committee.” 

The ILWU’s International President, Harry Renton Bridges, has been con- 
victed of perjury for having denied under oath that he had never been a member 
of the Communist Party. Henry Schmidt and James R. Robertson, ILWU inter- 
national officers for many years, were convicted in the same case for having 
falsely supported Bridges’ application for naturalization. Louis B. Goldblatt, 
international secretary-treasurer of the ILWU and a frequent visitor to the 
Territory, was summarily ordered out of England in July 1949 because the 
British Government regarded him as a Communist agent. 

Based on widespread investigation throughout the Territory and testimony 
taken in Honolulu during April 1950, the House Un-American Activities Commit- 
tee submitted a report (H. Rept. 3249, dated January 2, 1951) to the 2d session of 
the 81st Congress. In the section entitled “Communist Party of Hawaii,” the 
committee reported as follows: 

“Publie hearings held in Honolulu, T. H., from April 10 to 20, 1950, re- 
vealed that the Communist Party of Hawaii is a subdivision of district 13 of 
the Communist Party of the United States, with the announced chairman as 
Charles K. Fujimoto, but actually headed by Jack Hall, the regional director of 
the ILWU,. The importance of Hawaii to our national security made this investi- 
gation of paramount significance. 

“The Communist Party of the Territory of Hawaii began organization during 
the vear 1938 with the influx of Communist Party members as organizers for 
the ILWU, which entered the Territory of Hawaii to organize for the first 
time the waterfront, sugar, and pineapple workers. Jack Hall, identified by 
numerous witnesses before the committee as a long-standing member of the 
Communist Party, became regional director of the International Longshore- 
men’s and Warehousemen’s Union. Jack Hall was an appointee of Harry 
Bridges, the head of the ILWU, who was recently convicted of perjury by the 
United States courts, in denying his Communist Party membership at the time 
of naturalization. Testimony before the committee revealed that Jack Hall, 
while regional director of the ILWU, was introduced at Communist Party meet- 
ings in the Territory of Hawaii, as the Conimunist Party organizer for that 
area, and that he has remained in control of the Communist Party activities 
to the present day.” 

: THE PERIOD 1937-41 


The relationship between the ILWU and the Communist Party in Hawaii 
may he traced back 15 years, when the permanent organization of the long- 
shoremen of the Territory into one labor union, the ILWU, was commenced. 
It was then that Jack W. Hall took up residence in Honolulu and began to play 
the dual role of CIO labor union leader and Communist Party organizer. 
Louis F. Budenz, former Communist Party leader, has testified that prior to 
1941, the Communist Party, United States of America, adopted a plan of action 
that enabled it, through Harry R. Bridges, to send Communist organizers to 
Hawaii under the guise of labor union leaders. Budenz mentioned Jack Hall 
as having been sent to the Territory by Bridges for the twofold purpose of carry- 
ing on labor union and Communist Party organizational activities. 

Early in 1938 Jack Denichi Kimoto returned to Honolulu after having gained 
a wide range of Communist Party organizational and propagandizing experi- 
ence in Los Angeles, Calif., where he had resided for some 6 years. Prior to 
his return to Hawaii, Kimoto received final directions and instructions from 
William Schneiderman, who later became the chairman of District 13, Com- 
munist Party United States of America, with headquarters in San Francisco. 
Schneiderman was convicted recently of conspiracy to violate the Smith Act. 
Jack H, Kawano, former Communist Party leader and one of the first labor 
union organizers among longshoremen in Hawaii, has testified that Kimoto 
contacted him in 1938 and explained that he had been sent to Hawaii as a party 
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organizer and that it was his duty to arrange for the formation of Communist 
cells in the Territory. Kimoto volunteered to aid Kawano in his work of 
organizing longshoremen on the Honolulu waterfront for the ILWU. Kawano 
suspected that Kimoto sought contact with the longshoremen in order that 
he might be on the alert for prospective recruits for the Communist Party. 
It was through the combined efforts of Hall and Kimoto, then, that the early 
framework of the Communist Party of Hawaii was created. 

Testimony before the Territorial commission on subversive activities and 
before the House Un-American Activities Committee reveals that during 1938 
and 1939, the early years of formal Communist Party activity in the Territory 
of Hawaii, a high percentage of the total membership of the Communist Party 
in Hawaii was concentrated among the ILWU longshoremen on the Honoluiu, 
Hilo, and Kauai waterfronts. Jack Kawano mentioned Fred Kamahoahoa, 
John Elias, Jr., William K. Kamaka, David K. Kamaka, and Ben Kahaawinui 
among the ILWU longshoremen who were recruited into the Communist Party 
during 1988 and 1939. 

Harry L. Kamoku was the leader of the Communist Party on the Hilo water- 
front. Kamoku organized what may well have been the first cell of the Com- 
munist Party ever to exist in the Territory of Hawaii in 1936. The member- 
ship of the Hilo division of the Communist Party, first known as the Travelers’ 
Club, was composed of 8 or 9 Hilo waterfront workers. 

Much of the early Communist Party recruiting in Hawaii took place on the 
Kauai waterfront in 1938 and 1939. The recruiting and educational program 
of the party on Kauai was carried on by Jack Hall, who visited that island regu- 
larly as a union organizer, and Jack Denichi Kimoto, who from 1939 to 1941 
was employed as editor of the Marxist Yoen Jiho, a Japanese language publica- 
tion. As was the case on the Honolulu and Hilo waterfronts, Communist Party 
membership on Kauai was drawn almost exclusively from among ILWU long- 
shoremen. Ichiro Izuka, an ILWU longshore leader on Kauai in 1938, has testi- 
fied that he was recruited for the Communist Party by Jack Kimoto during 
the summer of 1938. Shortly thereafter Izuka contacted approximately nine 
members of the ILWU unit, brought them to Kimoto’s home, and encouraged 
them to become members of the Communist Party. Thereafter from the latter 
party of 1938 until shortly before the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941, Izuka and his Communist Party group held weekly meetings at his home, in 
his automobile, or at beach houses in various sections of the Island of Kauai. 

During 1939-40 the control of the Communist Party in Hawaii was vested in 
a loosely knit central committee, the membership of which was selected by Jack 
Kimoto, the duly appointed Communist Party organizer for the Territory. 
Kimoto gathered about himself a group of four advisors, none of whom had 
any formal title. These advisors were Jack W. Hall, Jack H. Kawano, John B. 
Reinecke, and Ah Quon Leong. The ILWU was capable of exercising great in- 
fluence over the policies of the Communist Party of Hawaii by virtue of the 
membership of Jack Hall and Jack Kawano on the central committee of the 
party. 

Evidence of the close liaison that existed between the TILWU in Hawaii and 
the San Francisco headquarters of District 13, Communist Party, U. S. A., as 
early as 1938 is to be found in the selection of Jack H. Kawano to attend a 5- 
week course on the subject of labor economics at a special school conducted by 
the Communist Party of the U. S. A. at district 13 headquarters. 

Kawano testified that he agreed to attend the school as a result of strong 
encouragement from Kimoto, Hall, Francis Bartlett, John E. Reinecke, and 
William K. Kamaka, members of the Communist Party, when he was assured 
that the party would pay all expenses and see to it that his family was properly 
taken care of during his absence. It was Kawano’s understanding that he was 
the first resident of Hawaii to attend the school. In 1939 Jack W. Hall and 
Ichiro Izuka, Hawaii TLWU leaders, attended a similar school in San Francisco. 
Robert W. McElrath, who now holds the position of information director for 
the Hawaii regional office of the TILWU, also attended the school in 1939. 


Tre Pertop or Wortp War IT 


Shortly after December 7, 1941, district 13 sent couriers to the Territory with 
instructions to contact party leaders Jack Kimoto and Jack Hall, and to inform 
them that the Communist Party in Hawaii should disband until further notice. 
Accordingly, Kimoto instructed leaders of the various cells that they were to 
burn or bury all Communist Party material and discontinue their meetings. 
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The unsettled conditions in the Territory during the early years of the 
war (1942-48) exerted an important influence upon labor union organization 
in that they led ILWU leaders to abandon temporarily their plans to proceed 
with the unionization of Hawaii’s laborers. During these years Jack W. Hall 
took leave from his position as ILWU organizer to accept an appointment as a 
wage-and-hour inspector for the Territorial department of labor and industrial 
relations. 

During the latter part of 1943 and early 1944, the leaders of ILWU, Local 
187 (longshore workers) under the direction of Jack H. Kawano, undertook 
the project of organizing the sugar workers of the Territory. During 1944 
and early 1945 the ILWU turned its efforts toward the organization of workers 
in the pineapple industry. The international headquarters of the ILWU sent 
Matthew Mehan and Frank E. Thompson, two of the ILWU’s best organizers, 
to Hawaii to make an on-the-spot survey of the potentialities of the ILWU in 
Hawaii and to make appropriate recommendations based on their observations. 
Meehan and Thompson also aided local ILWU officials in the solution of their 
organizational problems. Although the purpose of Meehan’s visit to Hawaii was 
ostensibly union business, he conferred in Honolulu with a public-school teacher, 
John E. Reinecke, who has been one of the leaders of the Communist Party in 
Hawaii. 

In June 1945, the ILWU headquarters sent Elinor Ruth Kahn, one of its 
leading research workers, to Hawaii for the announced purpose of aiding in 
the preparation of sugar and pineapple contracts for the ILWU and of estab- 
lishing a research department for the regional office of the ILWU in Honolulu. 

In 1944 the CIO and AFL unions in Hawaii established Labor’s Political 
Action Committee (L—PAC), which by 1946 had developed into the CIO Political 
Action Committee (CIO-PAC), dominated by the Communist clique within the 
ILWU and the MC & 8. In 1944, leadership of the L-PAC was in the hands 
of Jack Hall. Hall was aided in this work by Solomon Aki, an AFL leader. 
A behind-the-scenes proponent of L-PAC was John E. Reinecke. Although 
Reinecke was teaching at Kalakaua Intermediate School in Honolulu at that 
time, he spent considerable time and energy in planning and carrying out the 
public-relations program of L-PAC,. 

Because of uncertainty about its strength and because of the necessity for 
the establishment of prestige in the community, the L-PAC adopted a some- 
what conservative program during its first year of operation. Instead of at- 
tempting to introduce its own candidates into the political picture, L-PAC 
leaders recommended that their adherents support certain established candidates 
whom they knew to be favorably disposed toward labor and labor unions in 
general. However, L-PAC did come forward with three candidates who were 
actually affiliated with Honolulu labor unions. They were Mrs. Marion Anderson 
Kelly, secretary and assistant to ILWU Regional Director Jack Hall; Arthur 
A. Rutledge, AFL leader; and Fred K. Kamahoahoa, ILWU officer. Although 
none of the three was elected, L—-PAC leaders were satisfied that they had 
achieved some degree of success through the election of several other candidates 
supported by the organization. 

During the summer of 1945, the ILWU joined the AFL and some CIO unions 
(the National Maritime Union, the Marine Cooks and Stewards, the United 
Office and Professional Workers of America, the American Communications 
Association) in support of the Honolulu Labor Canteen, a center that was soon 
to become a rendezvous for Honolulu Communists and Communist sympathizers. 
The plan of setting up a labor canteen was introduced by Alice Hyun, an identi- 
fied Communist. The idea was accepted by Jack Hall, Jack Kawano, John 
Reinecke, and Robert McElrath, and with the aid of Norval D. Welch, Honolulu 
port agent for the National Maritime Union and an identifed Communist, the 
group enlisted the financial and moral support of the Army, Navy, newspapers, 
local business concerns, churches, and fraternal and civic organizations. A\l- 
though the stated purpose of the canteen were to promote harmonious relation- 
ships among laborers, war workers, service personnel, and the resident of 
Honolulu, it is known that after the canteen was established, it beeame an 
unofficial project of the Communist Party. Party leaders instructed the officers 
of the ILWU “to make sizable contributions to the labor canteen” and to “get 
our union membership fully involved in the activities of the Honolulu Labor 
Canteen,” according to testimony of Jack H. Kawano. 





2722 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


THE POSTWAR PERIOD 


Jack Kawano has testified that in about August of 1945 Jack Kimoto received 
a message from Communist Party headquarters in San Francisco instructing 
him to reorganize and reactivate the Communist Party in Hawaii. Shortly there- 
after, Kawano gathered the prewar Communist leaders together and all agreed 
to comply with these instructions. At that time two of the leaders, Hall and 
Kimoto, recommended that, since the membership of the ILWU was much 
larger than it was in 1941, it would be desirable to compile a list of the better 
prospects among union members and recruit as many of them as possible into the 
Communist Party. 

Kawano stated that one of the methods of recruiting employed by the Com- 
munist Party in the immediate postwar period was the following: Eileen 
Fujimoto, who was employed as a secretary in the regional office of the ILWU, 
would check the union records for the addresses of persons who were regurided 
as good prospects for Communist Party recruitment. She would then mail Com- 
munist literature to these individuals. At the same time, certain party members 
were assigned to observe the reactions and comments of these persons and report 
their findings to the party recruiters. (Until the arrival of full-time organizer 
Dwight James Freeman in October 1946, the party recruiters were Eileen 
Fujimoto and her husband, Charles K. Fujimoto.) Through this and other 
methods the Communist l’arty recruited dozens of ILWU leaders, representatives 
of sugar, pineapple, longshore, aud miscellaneous units during 1946 and 1947. 

A detailed study of testimony given before the Territorial Commission on 
Subversive Activities, the House Un-American Activities Committee, and the 
United States District Court for the District of Hawaii (Smith Act proceedings) 
shows that witnesses have identified 100 ILWU members or employees as having 
been active in the functions of the Communist Party of Hawaii. These 100 per- 
sons ure listed below. In the list, those identified as having been party members 
are designated with an asterisk, and those shown later to have turned against 
the Comniunist Party are marked with the symbol “#”: 


Name and last known address 


*Abe, Carol M. (nee Levy), San Francisco, Calif. 

*Abe, Yukio, 2007 10th Avenue, Honolulu, T. H. 

Akana, John L., 2867 Waihila Street, Honolulu, T. H. 
*Arakaki, Yasuki, 8-Mile Camp, Olaa, Hawaii 

*Arena. Ernest, 3911 Keanu Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

#*Asau, August H.. 504 Kalanikoa Street, Hilo, Hawaii 
*Aukai, John, 1366 Kinoole Street, Hilo, Hawaii 

Bagasol, Simeon Ligsay, 425 Buckle Lane, Honolulu, T. H. 
*Bristow, Elizabeth G., mainland 

Cabigon, Sam, 508 Kalihi Street, Honolulu, T, H. 

#*Cablay, Saturnino, 1748-B Hoe Street, Honolulu, T. H. 
#*Cariaso, Domingo R. ,480 North King Street, room 40, Honolulu, T. H. 
*Chang, Samson, 1242 Kaumakapili Street, Honolulu, T. H. 
#*Chow, Frank, Lot 10, Waimanalo, Oahu 

Damolan, Pedro, 440 North King Street, Honolulu, T. H. 
Domingo, Elias C., House 132, Nakalei Village, Paanilo, Hawaii 
#*Doyle, Easter J., 1727 Kahanu Street, Honolulu, T. H. 
Edamatsu, Hidehisa (Roy), Waipahu, Oahu 

*Elias, John, Jr., 1648 Fort Street, Honolulu, T. H. 
*Fujimoto, Bileen T., 717-C Hausten Street, Honolulu, T. H. 
Fniioka, Yukinori, 1421—A Piikoi Street, Honolulu, T. H. 
*Fuiisaki, Saburo, 269 South Vineyard Street, Honolulu, T. H. 
*Fukumoto, Carl Y.. 1701 Kapahulu Avenne, Honolulu, T. H. 
Furuike, Takeo, 3647 Harding Avenue, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Hall, Jack W., 1603—A Paula Drive, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Hong. Edward K., 2680 East Manoa Road, Honolulu, T. H. 
Ichimura, Kameo, Kukua, Lahaina, Maui 

Ikeda, Masaki “Chick,” 105 Liholiho Street, Hilo, Hawaii 
*Imori, Koichi, 1685 Kapiolani Boulevard, Honolulu, T. H. 
#*Ing, Herman Paul, 321—D Uluniu, Kailua, Oahu 

*Inouye, Douglas Masao, 531 Punhale Road, Honolulu, T. H. 
#*Izuka, Ichiro, Post Office Box 27, Hanapepe, Kauai 

*Izuka, Kanematsu, 220 San Antonio Avenue, Honolulu, T. H. 
#*Johnson, Henry, Jr., Kailua, Kona, Hawaii 
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*Kahaawinui, Benjamin, 1918 Kealakai Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

#*Kageyama, Richard M., 933-A Piikoi Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

Kalua, Frank Kane, Jr., 2027 Colburn Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Kamahoahoa, Frederick Keaweaheulu, 1503 North King Street, Honolulu, 
T.H 

#*Kamaka, David K., 2218 Sunset, Palolo Housing, Honolulu, T. H. 

Kamaka, George K., 2218 Sunset, Palolo Housing, Honolulu, T. H. 

#*Kamaka, William Kaili, 2127 Palolo Avenue, Honolulu, T. H. 

Kamihara, Wallace Toshio, 634-A1 Waipa Lane, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Kamoku, Harry Lehua, Monterey, Calif. 

#*Kawauo, Jack Haruki, 3190 Booth Road, Honolulu, T. H. 

#*Kauwe, Isaac Kooma, 28 Puueo Street, Hilo, Hawaii 

*Kealalio, Joseph K., 1422-K Emma Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Kealoha, Levi, 2381 Tantalus Drive, Honolulu, T. H. 

Kipapa, Andrew. Honolulu, T. H. 

*Kunimura, Robert Y., New Mill Camp, Koloa, Kauai 

Kunimura, Tsuneto “Tony,” Postoffice Box 124, Koloa, Kauai 

*Lorenzo, Fedrico, Posteffice Box 101, Puunene, Maui 

#*Ium, Robert A. P., Waikele, Waipahu, Oahu 

*Maehara, Frank Masugi. 815-C Kanoa Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

Manu, Samuel K., care of 8581 Avalon Boulevard (room 30), Los Angeles, Calif. 

*Marumo, Yoshito, 3608-A McCorriston Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Matsuzaki, Nobuyuki “Termite,” Maui, T. H. 

*McElrath, Ah Quon Leong, 127 Kau Way, Honolulu, T. H. 

*McRlrath, Robert W., 127 Kau Way, Honolulu, T. H. 

*McFuen, Marshall Lee, San Diego, Calif. 

Minami, Chieko, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Miyagi, Newton Kunio, Post Office Box 304, Waipahu, Oahu, T. H. 

*Morimoto, Yoshikazu, Lihue, Kauni. 

#*Muller, Emil M., Jr., Pole No. 5, Palani Street, Maile, Oahn. 

Murasaki, Robert Kivoshi, 648 Alabama Village, Kahului, Maui. 

Naeole, Andrew, 2825 Henry Street. Honolulu, T. H. 

Nakamura, Ben Yoshiyuki, House 112, Puukolii, Lahaina, Maui. 

#*Nakano, Nert Hideu, 2169 Kilanea Avenne, Hilo, Hawaii. 

*Napnrunoa, Julian Kealoha. 2198 10th Avenne, Honolulu, T. H. 

Nouchi, Charles Toshio, 517 Breakwater Camp, Post Office Box 284, Kahului, 
Maui. 

*Ogawa, Tadashi “Castner,” Post Office Box 821, Waipahu, Oahu. 

#*Ogos"i, Tsuruo, Kilauea, Kauai. 

*Oka, Wilfred M., 1042 Bethel Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Okada, Hideo “Major” (alias Hashimoto, Hideo), Post Office Box 483, Waipahu, 
Oahu. 

#*Okutani, Albert Chikashi, Waiakea Homestead, Hilo, Hawaii. 

*Omuro, Kenji “Sleepy,” Post Office Box 11, Olaa, Hawaii. 

*Omuro, Marvie T. (nee Mainaga), Post Office Box 11, Olaa, Hawaii. 

Osakoda, Jack Toshio, 14 Kanai Street, Kahului, Maui. 

*Oshiro, Toyomasa, 3416-B Pakui Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Ozaki, Doris Katsuko, Mainland. 

*Ozaki, Ruth Yuriko, 933 17th Avenue, Honolulu, T. H. 

#*Pahinni, David K., 340 Kalama Street, Kailua, Oahu 

*Racela, Pedro A.. 1048 Kopke Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

* Rosenthal, Pauline, Mainland 

*Saiki, Rachel Kazuyo, 2208-—A Liliha Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

Samson, Constantine, Waimanalo, Oahu 

Shigemitsu, Harry J., Post Office Rox 587, Kahuku, Oahu 

*Shigemitsu, Richard K., 1109-A Banyan Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

Shimizu, Mitsuo “Slim,” Hanamaulu, Kauai 

Shirasaki, Toshio, Post Office Box 94, Olaa, Hawaii 

*Silva, Frank G., Post Office Box 26, Kalaheo, Kauai 

Takemoto, Shigeo, Stable Camp, House 45, Wailuku, Maut 

*Takahashi. Frank Kengo, 4662 Spanish B Village, Puunene, Maui 

Taniguchi, Fred Shitoshi, Kekaha, Kauai 

#*Taniguchi. Fred Sakai, Jr., 516 McNeil Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Thompson, David E., 734-A Ocean View Drive, Honolulu, T, H. 

*Tokunaga, Ralph Masaki, 808 Paani Street, Honolulu, T. H. 

*Uesugi, Peggy T., 26122 Narbourne Avenue, Lomita, Calif. 
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Velasco, Leoncio Marinas, Olaa, Hawaii 
*Yagi, Thomas Seikichi, Upper Waiehu, Maui 
*Yokoyama, Moses K. (alias Mozak, Moses), Pualnako, Hilo, Hawaii 


Thirty of the persons named above were among the so-called “Reluctant 39” 
who in 1950 refused to answer questions concerning Communist Party activities 
put to them by the House Un-American Activities Committee in Honolulu. 

The Communist clique within the ILWU has carefully contrived to keep in 
positions of responsibility members of the Communist Party, prospective party 
members, or persons known to be amenable to the wishes of party leaders. One 
of the most effective methods of guaranteeing continued Communist control has 
been the selection of favorably disposed candidates to attend the California Labor 
School, described by the United States Attorney General as “subversive and 
Communist” and by the California Committee on Un-American Activities as an 
“expanded Communist Party institution for the purpose of disseminating Com- 
munist propaganda.” After completing their courses at the California Labor 
School, the students often were approached to become members of the Communist 
Party. When they returned to Hawaii, Communist Party leaders within the 
ILWU exerted every effort to have them appointed or elected to positions of 
responsibility within the union. In this manner the leaders of the ILWU, several 
of whom also were members of the executive board of the Communist Party of 
Hawaii, were assured that the Communist Party would continue to control the 
ILWU. The exact number of residents of the Territory who have attended the 
California Labor School is not known, but it is estimated that there were at 
least 40 such persons. 

Analyzing the concurrent development of the ILWU and the Communist Party 
of Hawaii during 1946 and 1947, the House Un-American Activities Committee 
has reported: 

“Upon organizing the workers of the waterfront, sugar, and pineapple indus- 
tries, Jack Hall surrounded himself with individuals identified before the com- 
mittee as members of the Communist Party. These Communists were placed by 
Jack Hall in the most strategic positions within the union, thereby assuring the 
control of the union by members of the Communist Party. Testimony taken at 
the hearings revealed that in some instances individuals recruited into the Com- 
munist Party were elected to union offices without knowledge that they were even 
candidates. Through this method, a well-knit minority of Communist Party mem- 
bers exercised complete control over the large membership of the ILWU. Today, 
therefore, we find a curious situation where the so-called International Long- 
shoremen and Warehousemen’s Union has within its membership and under the 
control of the Communist Party, the workers of the basic industries of the Terri- 
tory of Hawaii; namely, shipping, pineapple, and sugar. 

“To maintain this economic control of the Territory of Hawaii, the Communist- 
eontrolled ILWU has pitted race against race and creed against creed in any 
issue where it was losing ground with the workers. In this manner, a well-knit 
minority has been able to maintain rigid control over the rank and file of a 
powerful union. 

“In recruiting workers to membership in the Communist Party, the Communist 
leaders of the ILWU were successful in being able to dupe many workers into 
joining the Communist Party. Testimony heard time and again during the hear- 
ings disclosed that many of these individuals were duped into believing that they 
could best serve the cause of organized labor through membership in the Com- 
munist Party. However, when the true Communist philosophy was made known 
to these individuals, it not only alienated them, but was responsible for their 
disassociating themselves from the Communist Party. It is indeed encouraging 
to read the testimony of many witnesses who testified that when they obtained 
a true knowledge of Communist teachings, as contained in the constitution of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, calling for the overthrow of democratic 
governments, they lost no time in severing their relationship with the Communist 
Party. The fact that many individuals were duped into joining the Communist 
Party on the pretense of gaining a labor education does not mean that there is 
not present in the Territory of Hawaii a hard core of dyed-in-the-wool Com- 
munists, who are devoted to the overthrow of the Governments of the United 
States and the Territory me So Hawaii. It must be remembered that the Commu- 
nist movement spread to the Territory of Hawaii through organizers of the 
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Communist Party who were born and received their Communist training on the 
mainland of the United States. The hard core of Communists presently in the 
islands is therefore composed of mainland Communists or Hawaiians who were 
trained by Moscow-dominated Communists on the mainland.” 


POLITICAL ACTIVITY 


Describing the ILWU’s postwar efforts in the field of political activity, the 
House Un-American Activities Committee has stated: 

“The next phase of this campaign was the establishment of the Territorial CIO 
political action committee. The main function of this political action committee 
was the endorsement of candidates who were to be supported by the rank-and-file 
members of the ILWU. A perusal of the makeup of the political action com- 
mittee clearly shows who dictated the policies and practices of that committee. 
Of the 7 officers of the CIO political action committee, 6 were identified as mem- 
bers of the Communist Party in the Territory of Hawaii by witnesses appearing 
before this committee during the recent hearings in Honolulu. Testimony heard 
at these hearings revealed that, in actuality, the decisions of the PAC were never 
released until the problems have been fully discussed by the central committee of 
the Communist Party in the Territory of Hawaii. Communist Party discipline 
was employed most effectively in directing the activities of the Territorial PAC in 
the general election of 1946. A summary of the success of the political action 
committee activities in the general election of 1946 indicates that out of 51 candi- 
dates endorsed for office by the PAC, 35 were elected to Territorial, city, or 
county offices.” 

During the summer of 1946 the Communist Party, working through the ILWU 
and other CIO unions, made elaborate plans for the fall elections. Outstanding 
among groups used by the Communist Party was the CIO political action com- 
mittee, whose codirectors were Marshall L. McBuen and Yoroku Fukuda, 

A second organization, indirectly established by the CLO-PAC to assist it in its 
propaganda operations, was the Liberal Legislation League. Through the com- 
bined efforts of these two organizations and the efforts of individual Communist 
Party members, the CIO-PAC was able to boast that 14 of the 15 Democrats 
elected to the 1947 Territorial house of representatives had been endorsed by 
the CIO-PAC in the 1946 election. Four of these fourteen were officials of the 
ILWU, 

When the Territorial legislature convened in February 1947 there began a 
struggle for control of the house of representatives that was without parallel 
in the history of the Territory. The results of the 1946 elections found repre- 
sentation in the house equally divided between the Republicans and the Demo- 
crats, each party having 15 seats. Each party sought to elect one of its members 
as speaker. The Communist Party preferred to see the speakership in the 
hands of one of the persons whom the CIO-PAC had supported for election. 
Consequently, Communists expended every possible effort to bring about the 
election of a Democratic speaker. However, a 15-15 deadlock resulted. The 
ensuing struggle to resolve the deadlock lasted for 18 days—almost one-third of 
the session—making it impossible for the house to legislate during that period. 
During those 18 days, Jack Hall—Communist, ILWU and CIO-—PAC leader—was 
conspicuous at Iolani Palace. Hall let it be known that he expected the com- 
plete cooperation of all PAC-endorsed representatives and made it clear that any 
who failed to cooperate would not get PAC support in the future. The deadlock 
was finally broken when a Democrat voted with the 15 Republicans to elect 1 
of the latter to be speaker. 

Although Communist Party leaders were not successful in their efforts to con- 
trol one house of the 1947 legislature, their organized efforts and the strong 
influence they displayed showed clearly that the party, operating through the 
ILWU, was developing a powerful political arm which showed promise of 
growing stronger. 

Jack H. Kawano has testified that during 1947 and 1948 there was a great 
deal of discussion among Communist Party members regarding the apparent 
failure of the CIO political action committee during the 1946 elections. As a 
result of these discussions the executive board of the Communist Party of 
Hawaii called an enlarged executive meeting at the home of Jack Hall, 2955 
Oahu Avenue, Honolulu, for the purpose of discussing the party’s course of 
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political action for 1948. Kawano recalled the following persons among those 
who attended this meeting held in late 1947 or early 1948: 


Jack W. Hall Yukio Abe 

Yoshiko O. Hall Joseph Kealalio 

Jack H. Kawano Fred K. Kamahoahoa 
David E. Thompson John Elias, Jr. 
Marshall L. McEuen Tadashi “Castner” Ogawa 
Robert W. McElrath Hideo “Major” Okada 
Charles K. Fujimoto Newton K. Miyagi 
Eileen T. Fujimoto Hidehisa Edamatsu 
Myer C. Symonds Saburo Fujisaki 

Mrs. Symonds Yasuki Arakaki 

Robert Y. Kunimura John E. Reinecke 
Peggy T. Uesugi Harriet Bouslog 
Yoshikazu Morimoto Adrian “Joe” Palomino 
Thomas 8. Yagi Dwight James Freemun 
Elias C. Domingo Toyomasa Oshiro 
Henry B. Epstein Ernest Arena 

Wilfred M. Oka Edward K. Hong 

Koji Ariyoshi Ruth Y. Ozaki 

Jack Denichi Kimoto Doris K. Ozaki 


Tsuneto “Tony” Kunimura 


All except Epstein, the Symondses, and Harriet Bouslog were identified by 
Kawano as party members. Epstein has been reliably identified as a party mem- 
ber by another witness. 

After considerable discussion at the enlarged executive meeting, it was con- 
cluded that— 

(1) The Democratic Party was very weak and could be easily infiltrated ; 

(2) With enough infiltration, the Communist Varty could control the 
Democratic Party of Hawali; 

(3) In the organization of the Territorial house of representatives in the 
1947 legislative session, the PAC did not have any legal right to call party 
caucuses and issue directives to elected) candidates: however. this could be 
done if the Communist Party gained control of the Democratic Party of 
Hawaii. 

It was decided, then, that Communist Party members, acting through the 
ILWU and other organizations under party control, should join the Democratic 
Party. When this was accomplished, individual members were to elect as Demo- 
cratic Party convention delegates and precinct officers persons who were Com- 
munists, Communist sympathizers, or subject to Communist influence or control, 

Tt is apparent that the Democratic Party was selected! as the object of infil- 
tration and control because Communist leaders saw in that organization a broad, 
readymade network of operation. Moreover, they felt that they had sufficient 
strength in numbers to succeed in that venture. It was a'so decided that if the 
party’s efforts to gain control of the Democratic organization should fail, a 
third party should be organized in the Territory. The importance which Com- 
munist leaders attached to the movement to take control of the Democratic 
Party in Hawaii is well illustrated by the fact that while the plan was under 
consideration and before it was discussed officially by the executive board of the 
Communist Party of Hawaii, Mrs. Hileen Fujimoto, a member of the executive 
board, visited the headquarters of District 13, Communist Party, U. 8S. A. at 
San Francisco and delivered an oral report of the plan and an outline of its 
proposed implementation. 

To assure the efficient development of this program, the executive board of 
the Communist Party of Hawaii created a political commission and named Dwight 
James Freeman, Jack W. Hall, and Jack H. Kawano as its members. Freeman 
was later replaced by Wilfred M. Oka when Oka was elected secretary of the 
Oahu County committee of the Democratic Party for it was felt that in this 
position, Oka would be in a better position to keep the committee apprised of 
current political developments. 

Shortly after the executive board decided to infiltrate the Democratic Party 
it was announced in Honolulu newspapers that thereafter the activities of the 
CIO political Action Committee were to be confined strictly to union educa- 
tional matters. It was further reported that as an alternative, CIO leaders had 
encouraged union members to join the Democratic Party as individuals and to 
take part in its affairs. During the 5 months that fcllowed, the ILWC Communist 
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clique began its active campaign to take control of the Democratic Party, 
starting from the precinct level and extending through the Territorial conven- 
tion, scheduled for May 1948. 

Lau Ah Chew, chairman of the Oahu County committee of the Democratic 
Party, announced early in March 1948, that as of midnight, March 31, 1948, all 
Democratic precinct groups on the island of Oahu would become inactive. At 
the same time he announced that election of 1948 precinct officers and delegates 
to the Territorial convention would tuke place on the following day, April 1, 
1948. Luau’s action in rendering inactive all Oahu p.ecinct groups provided the 
Communist-controlled ILWU faction with a decided advantage in the impending 
precinct club elections. As a result of Lau’s deactivation order, there existed 
no voting restrictions within the groups and consequently all who desired to 
cast their votes for precinct officers could do so, regardless of their length of 
service as Democratic Party members. Although Lau’s deactivation order pro- 
voked a storm of protest from the conservative Democrats of the Te-ritory, the 
order was never rescinded and the precinct club election were held as scheduled 
on April 1, 1948. The results of those elections indicate that the LLWU Com- 
muunist clique was very successful in its efforts to gain widespread control of 
the Democratic Party at the precinct level. 

Shortly after the elections were completed, Mrs. Adele M. Maimon, member 
of the conservative group within the Democratic Varty, filed a furmal pro- 
test with the Territorial central committee of the Democratic Party of Hawaii. 
She cha. ged that Lau had no authority to dissolve the precinct clubs and pointed 
out that his action opened the way for certain elements who had never before 
held membership in any club to take control of the Democratic precinct clubs 
on the island of Oahu. On April 15, 1948, the Territorial central committee of 
the Democratic Party decided in favor of Mrs. Maimon, declaring that neither 
the Oahu County Committee nor its chairman had the authority to deactivate 
precinct groups. The central committee further ruled that this matter should be 
investigated by the Oahu County committee and that if it were found that the 
elections of April 1, 194s, had been conducted uncer the assumption that the 
p.ecinct clubs had been previously dissolved, new elections should be held. 

On April 21, 1948, the Territorial central committee of the Democratic Party 
disyualified 11 candidates for positions on the Territorial central committee on 
the grvunds that those candidates had not fulfilled the requirement of 3 years 
membership in the Demoe atic Party. Among those 11 were 5 ILWU officials: 
Jack H. Kawano, Levi Kealoha, Hideo (Major) Okada, Ernest Arena, and Au- 
tonio ‘I’. Kania. Kawano, Kealoha, Okada, and Arena, identiiied Communists, 
were subpenaed but refused to testify before the Houes Un-American Activities 
Committee on the ground that their testimony might tend to incriminate them. 
In spite of the Territorial central zommittee’s disapproval of Lau’s deactivation 
order, the Ohau County committee, in session on April 29, 1948, voted to uphold 
Lau and declared valid the disputed elections. 

The Territorial convention of the Democratic Party was held at the McKinley 
High Schovl Auditorium, Honolulu, on May 2. 1948. Forty-one Communist Party 
members served as delegates or alternate delegates to that convention. Among 
the 41 Communist Party members were 5 persons who held membership on the 
executive board of the Communist Party of Hawaii during the period 1946-47: 

Jack W. Hall 

Koichi LInori 

Jack H. Kawano 

Jack Denichi Kimoto 

Ralph V. Vossbrink 

Two other persons who served as delegates to the Territorial convention of the 
Democratic Party often attended meetings of the executive board of the Com- 
nmunist Party. Among the delegates and alternate delegates to the convention 
were two women who held positions on the women’s comission of the Commu- 
nist Party of Hawaii. They were Mrs. Ah Quon McElrath and Mrs. Peggy T. 
Uesugi, both clerical employees of the regional office of the ILWU. In addition, 
five Communist Party members were appointed members of several convention 
standing committees. To provide themselves with further advantage, the Com- 
munist faction maneuvered the reduction of requirements for membership on the 
Territorial central committee of the Democratic Party from 36 months to 15 
months. That this reduction of time required to hold membership on the central 
committee was the result of a preconceived plan is evident from the fact that 
printed ballots for the central committee election contained the names of several 
persons supported by the Communist clique who would have been ineligible under 
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the previous 3-year requirement. Among the 30 persons chosen as members of 
the Territorial central committee were 3 identified Communist Party members: 
Isaac K. Kauwe, Jack H. Kawano, and Thomas §. Yagi. The latter 2 were among 
the “reluctant 39” who refused to testify before the House Un-American Activi- 
ties Committee in Honolulu. 

The results of the April 1, 1948, elections indicate that in addition to their 
success in gaining three seats on the Territorial central committee, the Commu- 
nist faction achieved widespread success on the precinct level and in the various 
county committees. 

Of the 811 Democratic Party precinct club officers checked, as of 1948, it was 
found that 175 were either Communist Party members, Communist sympathizers, 
or persons directly subject to Communist influence or control. At least 34 were 
identified members of the Communist Party. Because of their control of many 
precinct clubs and the strategic placement of Wilfred M. Oka as secretary of the 
Oahu County Democratic Committee, the Communists were able to obtain the 
appointment of persons of their choice as election officials. 

On May 6, 1948, the Oahu County committee met to select its 1948 officers. 
Wilfred M. Oka was elected secretary and Mrs. Peggy T. Uesugi, assistant secre- 
tary. Oka and Mrs. Uesugi were members of the Communist Party. 

Unusual interest in the efforts and progress of Hawaii Communists in their 
struggle to capture the Democratic Party was shown by district 13, Communist 
Party, U. S. A., headquarters in San Francisco. In the course of the California 
State convention of the Communist Party, held at Los Angeles in July 1948, 
Dwight James Freeman, organizer for the Communist Party of Hawaii, presented 
a lengthy progress report regarding the Hawaii political movement. 

Communist influence in the Democratic Party was an important issue in the 
1948 primary elections for Territorial and county offices. Although no persons 
then publicly known to be Communist Party members ran for office, it was later 
found that several party members and Communist sympathizers had been suc- 
cessful in the primaries. No identified party member was elected to public 
office, but Richard M. Kageyama, reelected in 1948 to the board of supervisors of 
the city and county of Honolulu, was later revealed to have been a member of the 
Communist Party during his previous term on the board. 

The period extending from November 1948, to February 1950 was one of rela- 
tive inactivity on the Territorial political scene. A number of key positions in 
the Democratic Party, particularly offices on the precinct level and in the Oahu 
county committee, continued in the hands of Communists or their fellow travel- 
ers. However, the ILWU stevedores’ strikes lasting from May 1 to October 4, 
1949, focused major attention on the Communist issue in the Territory for the 
first time. As a result, many non-Communist Democrats began to examine 
critically the status of their party. In June 1949, a resolution was introduced 
before the Territorial central committee that would require all prospective 
Democratic Party members to swear that they were not and had never been 
members of the Communist Party or any other subversive organization. How- 
ever, after a bitterly contested 3-hour session highlighted by an exchange of 
invective between the “right” and “left-wing” committee members, the resolu- 
tion was rejected by a vote of 8-7 (15 committee members being absent). 

In late January 1950, it was announced in the Honolulu press that all units 
of the ILWU had been notified to establish “political committees” before Febru- 
ary 1. These committees were established to function in connection with the 
election of delegates to the Hawaii State constitutional convention to be ‘held 
in April 1950. The “political committees” were to remain intact for the 1950 
fall elections. 

The campaign for the 68 convention seats conducted during February and 
March 1950, again brought forth considerable controversy regarding the extent 
of Communist influence in Territorial politics, and in the Democratic Party in 
particular. Several persons since identified as having been Communists or 
having been directly subject to Communist influence ran for election to the 
convention, but only two of them, Richard M. Kageyama, of Oahu, and Frank 
G. Silva, of Kauai, were elected. Kageyama resigned from the convention after 
testifying before the House Un-American Activities Committee that he was at 
one time a member of the Communist Party. Silva was subpenaed by the 
House Un-American Activities. Committee but refused to testify on the ground 
that his testimony might tend to incriminate him. Silva was asked to resign 
from his position of delegate to the constitutional convention, but refused to do 
a After ate discussion among the delegates, Silva was expelled from 

convention. 
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The fact that the Oahu and Kauai electorates unknowingly elected Communists 
and Communist sympathizers to the constitutional convention offers another 
illustration of the effectiveness of the security regulations of the Communist 
Party of Hawaii. Furthermore, the total number of votes cast for Communists 
and Communist sympathizers in the constitutional convention election cannot be 
measured by those given Kageyama and Silva alone. Thousands of votes were 
east for other Communist-supported candidates who were not elected. It is 
significant that in spite of the fact that the Communist Party partially had come 
out into the open, none of the Communists except Charles K. Fujimoto had 
revealed his true status to the electorate. 


PROPAGANDA 


Acting under the guise of legitimate unionism, the regional office of the ILWU 
has disseminated large amounts of propaganda consistent with the policies of the 
Communist Party, United States of America. This propaganda has been cir- 
culated by means of the press, the radio and by word of mouth. 

During the calendar year 1951 the regional office of the IL.WU reported ex- 
penditures of about $30,000 for publicity, and more than $6,000 for education. 
The salaries of Robert W. McElrath, Emilio C. Yadao, Theodora Kreps, and 
David E. Thompson—ILWU public relations, education, and research personnel— 
totaled approximately $17,000 for the year 1951. The amount of money spent 
for radio time was approximately $22,000. On the basis of these figures the total 
amount of money expended by the ILWU in Hawaii to finance its propaganda 
activity during 1951 is estimated at a minimum of $65,000. It is apparent that 
the ILWU’s publicity, education, and radio activities continued to receive the 
same degree of emphasis during 1952. 

The parallel between the policies of the ILWU and the objectives of the Com- 
munist Party, United States of America, was clearly demonstrated by certain 
resolutions adopted at the ninth biennial convention of the ILWU, held in Queen’s 
Surf, Honolulu, April 2 to 6, 1951. At that meeting the delegates approved the 
following resolutions, all of which paraphrase tenets propagated by the Com- 
munist press throughout the United States. These resolutions: 

(1) Opposed the United States Coast Guard’s screening of seamen and 
waterfront workers ; 

(2) Protested the Bridges-Schmidt-Robertson indictment as a frameup 
contrived by the Government and big business for the purpose of breaking 
the ILWU; 

(3) Urged peace, world disarmament, and the withdrawal of all foreign 
troops from Korea ; 

(4) Urged repeal of the universal military training program ; 

(5) Opposed rearmament of Germany and Japan; 

(6) Attacked the Government as the scapegoat of big business and 
accused Government leaders of having made of the American economy “a 
machine to build up the Armed Forces and to divert production to meet the 
needs of the war mobilization program that has been imposed on the people.” 
Speaking in support of this resolution Harry Bridges stated : “All we are con- 
cerned about is that all workers throughout the world, including the Soviet 
Union, get a square deal.’ He characterized the Government’s program to 
defeat communism in the United States as a “lot of baloney” ; 

(7) Demanded immediate repeal of the McCarran Anti-subversive Act, de- 
scribing it as a vicious measure and a legal straitjacket that would destroy 
effective miiltant unionism ; 

(8) Opposed support in any form for the French in Indochina, the British 
in Malaya, the Dutch in Indonesia, and the Philippine landlords in the 
Philippines ; 

(9) Opposed the Marshall plan; 

(10) Attacked the Truman administration ; 

(11) Demanded repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act ; 

(12) Defended civil liberties and the right of all to hold their own beliefs 
and advocate them so long as they do not break the law’s of the land; de- 
manded enactment of a civil-rights program including a fair employment 
practices law, antilynch and antipoll tax legislation, and the prohibition 
of discrimination and segregation in the Armed Forces; 

(13) Supported the National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards, ex- 
pelled by the CIO because of Communist control ; 
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(14) Demanded a congressional investigation of the United States Immi- 
gration and Naturalization Service; 

(15) Called for an income-tax program “which taxes those most able to 

y”; 

(16) Supported the Negro people in their fight against discrimination 
and their efforts to win “political, economic, and social equality.” 

These identical concepts have colored the editorial policies of the ILWU 
Reporter and the Dispatcher, official union publications. and have provided the 
underlying theme for the ILWU-sponsored radio programs. 

This Commission recognizes the ILWU as a dynamic labor union that has 
stated its position on a wide range of controversial issues. However, it must 
be noted that among the many resolutions passed at its conventions and among 
the policies manifested in its various publications, radio programs, and other 
public relations media, the ILWU is not known ever to have taken a position 
opposed to the Communist Party, United States of America, or to Soviet Russia. 

Through its radio spokesmen, Robert W. McElrath, Emilio C. Yadao, Antonio 
T. Rania, and Yoshio Inabe, the ILWU has developed a medium that has proved 
to be highly successful in molding the thinking of its members. The union’s 
confidence in the effectiveness of the work of these commentators is well illus- 
trated by the fact that during 1951 it spent an estimated $22,000 for radio 
broadcast time alone, in addition to compensation paid to its research person- 
nel, writers, and commentators. In order to reach the principal segments of 
the polygot union membership and population of Hawaii, the broadcasts are 
presented in Japanese and in the Ilocano and Tagalog dialects of the Filipino 
language, as well as in English. The ILWU broadcast schedules are as follows: 
Robert W. McElrath (English): Monday through Saturday from 6: 45 to 7 p. m. 

on KHON. KMVI, KIPA, and KTOH. 

Emilio C. Yadao and Antonio T. Rania (Ilocano and Tagalog): Daily broad- 
casts as follows: 
KTION: 5 to 5:15 a. m. 
KIPA: 4:15 to 4:30 p. m. 
KTON: 9 to 10 p. m. 
KMVI: 
5:15 to 5:30 (Monday through Saturday) 
fh to 6 p. m. (Sunday) 
Yoshio Inabe: Weekly. Sunday, 8:45 to 9 p. m. on KMVT, KTPA, and KTOH. 

Tt has been a continuing objective of the Communist Party to expend its best 
efforts to discredit and undermine public confidence in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. The theme of ILWU radio propaganda since the arrest and iniict- 
ment of Jack W. Hall in Angust 1952 has heen consistent with that policy. 
Hardly a week has passed-since Hall's arrest wherein Robert W. McElrath and 
the other TLWU commentators have not accused the FBI of being labor spies 
and the tools of large business interests. Several days after Hall was arrested 
McFlrath raised the ery that Hall’s arrest was part of a well-organized plan eal- 
culated to disrupt pending sugar negotiations. In accord with the prescribed 
Communist Party line, IT.WU eommentators acensed the FRI of serving as the 
tool of business interests in Hawaii for the purpose of suppressing ond destroy- 
ing labor unions. Said McElrath in his broadcast of August 28, 1951: 

“As we see this matter, it was Hall they were after—Hali and the ILWU. 
The other arrests were made for the purpose of window dressing.” 

McElrath devoted more than half of his program of December 10, 1951, to an 
interview with a man whom he described as “a representative of management, a 
supervisor—a supervisor of one of the Territory’s largest concerns.” Said 
McElrath: 

“Last week two agents of the FBI called upon this particular person. They 
called nnon him at the job. They gave him the old—let’s call it when did vou 
stop beating your wife?—treatment. They put the heat on the fellow and they 
made it appear that if he didn’t do what they wanted him to do, then he would 
be considered disloyal. This supervisor came down to ILWU headquarters and 
he told me the whole storv this morning. He wanted to know what right the 
FBI had to intimidate him on the job. He wanted to know why it was that 
he conld he called disloyal by a man who was doing a little labor spying. I 
listened to his story this morning. I asked him dozens of questions. Every 
answer fitted into the pattern which we previously described. It was clear that 
the FBI was interested in doing a wrecking joh on the ILWU.” 

It was obviously McElrath’s intention to create the impression that persons 
in all walks of like, industry and labor alike, were becoming angered by the 
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tactics of the FBI. He made an issue of this point by introducing his visitor 
as “a representative of management—a supervisor.” It is significant that this 
so-called supervisor was, in fact, a plant foreman and, therefore, not com- 
pletely a representative of management. Moreover, this supervisor was an 
identified Communist and one of the reluctant 39 who refused to testify before 
the House Un-American Activities Committee in Honolulu in April 1950. 

In January 1952, the ILWU distributed reprints of an article entitled “Our 
Not So Supreme Supreme Court” written by Fred Rodell of Yale University 
Law School. The article, a scathing criticism of the United States Supreme 
Court, was printed originally in the July 31, 1951, issue of Look magazine. In 
his broadcast of January 16, 1952, ILWU radio spokesman Robert W. McElrath 
quoted Rodell's criticism of the Supreme Court as “incompetent, indolent, and 
irresponsible.” McElrath stated that he was calling attention to this article 
to show that he and the ILWU were “not alone in our criticism of judges and 
courts.” At the same time the ILWU regional office published and distributed 
an elaborate 30-page eulogy of Jack Hall entitled “Jack Hal—ILWU.” 

During the latter part of 1951 and early 1952 ILWU radio spokesman McElrath 
devoted several of his broadcasts to the defense of James Majors and John 
Palakiko, Honolulu youths of Hawaiian ancestry who had been convicted of the 
murder of an elderly Honolulu woman. On several occasions McElrath devoted 
his entire program to the Majors-Palakiko case. He invited as guest speakers 
such persons as Harriet Bouslog Sawyer and Helen K. Kanahele, who were among 
the lending defenders of the condemned men. McElrath and his guest speakers 
contended that the murder was not premeditated and that the sentence should 
therefore he commuted from death to life imprisonment. McElrath was joined 
in this project by the Honolulu Record, which printed several news stories 
in support of the demand for commutation of the sentences. It was McEirath’s 
contention that Majors and Palakiko had been condemned to death because of 
racial prejudice. He termed the verdict “rank injustice,” and resurrected the 
Massie-Kahahawai case of 1932 as another example of injustice resulting from 
racial prejndice. This opportunity to foment racial antagonism and to create 
disharmony was taken up by John E. Reinecke and the Honolulu Record with the 
publication of their pamphlet entitled, “The Navy and the Massie-Kahahawai 
Case.” 

On September 19, 1951, Rohert McElrath without authority played a recording 
made by the two condemned men, Jumes Majors and John Palakiko. At the 
request of these men, a tape recording of their “farewell message” was made at 
Oahn Il’rison. This recording was delivered to radio station KHON which had 
contracted to make 20 disk recordings to be delivered to persons designated by 
Majors and Palakiko after their deaths. According to the warden of the prison, 
the management of KHON was instructed not to release the recordings to anyone. 
After the 20 disk recordings were nade by KHON, they were picked up by a 
representative of Oahu Prison. On the night of McElrath’s broadcast (and with- 
in 30 minutes of its termination), the 20 disks were seen at the prison. It appears, 
therefore, that -McElrath obtained a copy of the recording while it was in the 
custody of the radio station, in spite of the fact that neither he nor KHON was 
authorized to make such a copy. This commission is not officially concerned with 
the merits of the Majors-Palakiko case. Mention of the incident is made here 
for the sole purpose of illustrating the Communist technique of seizing every 
opportunity to create racial antagonism. 

In addition to their consistent promotion of the objectives enumerated on 
pages 128 and 129, the ILWU commentators have aiso— 

(1) Defended Abram A. Flaxer and the Communist-controlled United 
Public Workers of America ; 

(2) Criticized the Territorial commission on subversive activities; 

(3) Opposed the Territorial loyalty bills; 

(4) Defended Linus C, Pauling and offered him the opportunity to speak 
on the ILWU program; 

(5) Criticized the Tenney Committee (the California State Committee on 
Un-American Activities) ; and 

(G) Defended Willie McGee, Mississippi Negro convicted on the charge of 
rape, and James Majors and John Palakiko, Hawaiian youths convicted of 
murder. The defense of McGee, Majors, and Palakiko was built on the 
Communist-dictated premise that the conviction were the direct outgrowth 
of racial prejudice. The McGee case, in particular, was made an inter- 
national cause celebre by the Communist press. 
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Among the speakers who have been featured on ILWU radio programs are the 
following : 

Hugh Bryson, described by the California State Committee on Un-American 
Activities as “* * * a Communist and a veteran of Communist conspiratorial 
activity in the Marine Cooks and Stewards Union.” 

Henry B. Epstein, an identified member of the Communist Party of Hawaii 
and regional director in Hawaii for the Communist-controlled United Public 
Workers of America. 

Paul Robeson, Negro vocalist, an identified Communist ; honorary member 
of the ILWU. 

Sidney Roger. The California State Committee on Un-American Activities 
states that “Sidney Roger, a radio commentator over radio station KGO in 
San Francisco, is a paid functionary of the Communist Party. * * * Roger 
twists and squirms with each change of the Communist Party line and spreads 
the Kremlin’s propaganda * * *” 

Walter J. Stack, a Communist Party functionary attached to the head- 
quarters of District 13, Communist Party, U. 8. A., in San Francisco, Calif. 

Morris Watson, editor of The Dispatcher and information director for the 
San Francisco office of the ILWU ; lecturer at the Conimunist-front California 
Labor School: active in several other Communist-front groups. 

On Labor Day, September 3, 1951, Harriet Bouslog, ILWU attorney, was the 
principal speaker at the ILWU rally at the Isenberg Grounds, Lihue, Kauai. The 
major portion of her adress was printed in the Honolulu Record of September 
13, 1951. In her talk, Mrs. Bouslog contended that the arrest of Jack Hall was 
part of a plan to destroy the ILWU. Accusing the Truman administration of 
stifling free speech and promoting war, she stated : 

“The FBI has been one of the chief tools in carrying out this program of fear 
and hate. Its tactics are more appropriate for a thought police in an undemo- 
cratic state than an agency whose primary function is supposed to be to detect 
violations of Federallaw * * * 

“We know of the unlawful conduct of the FBI here in Hawaii. We know and 
ean prove that they have placed dictaphones in homes, have unlawfully tapped 
telephones, have seized personal books and papers without search warrants, have 
used threats and intimidation against persons who have refused to become stool 
pigeons and informers. Wecan and will prove these things. 

“First, with the help of the FBI, the administration directed its campaign 
of fear and intimidation against government workers, then toward unpopular 
political groups, then toward trade unions, and now it attacks all who oppose 
it. The present administration is rotten and corrupt with bribery and gang- 
sterism, according to government reports. The trusts become larger and larger, 
but are not prosecuted. Civil rights act violations are ignored.” 

Jack H. Kawano, former ILWU and Communist Party leader, has testified 
that during 1948 Mrs. Bouslog attended several special meetings of the execu- 
tive board of the Communist Party of Hawaii which were called to discuss the 
advisability of the Communist Party's “coming out in the open” in Hawaii. 
Kawano affirmed that Mrs. Bouslog participated in the discussions “as though 
she was a member of the Communist Party.” 

During the latter part of 1951, the ILWU printed Mrs. Bouslog’s address in 
pamphlet form replete with illustrations, titled it “Fear,” and gave it wide 
circulation in the Territory. Following much the same procedure as the 
Hawaii Civil Rights Congress in the distribution of its anti-Smith Act‘ propa- 
ganda, the ILWU mailed the Fear pamphlet to public school teachers, at- 
torneys, and labor union officers. The pamphlet also was translated into the 
Tlocano dialect of the Filipino language under the title “Buteng” and distrib- 
uted by mail to a large segment of the Filipino population of Oahu and some 
of the neighboring islands. 

The ILWU has also sought to inject its propaganda into the public schools 
of the Territory. In a letter dated January 7, 1952, the executive officers of the 
ILWU of Hawaii, represented by Yukio Abe, secretary-treasurer of local 136 
(longshore workers), filed a formal protest with the Territorial commissioners 
of public instruction against the use in the public schools of the Territory of a 
special Americanism edition of the Spotlight, publication of the Hawaii Resi- 
dents Association (IMUA), an anti-Communist private organization. The 
union complained that the Spotlight special edition did not depict “the Ameri- 
can way of life” but offered instead a distorted view of “many principles and 
sentiments that are basically American.” In conclusion, the ILWU leaders in- 
formed the commissioners that they were preparing a document which would 
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present “the other side of the story on Americanism” and asked permission to 
distribute it in the schools. 

On January 18, 1952, The Dispatcher, official publication of the San Francisco 
headquarters of the ILWU, published a news story headlined “ILWU in Hawaii 
Exposes Fascist Tract.” A portion of that article read: 

“The executive officers of the ILWU’s Hawaiian division have exposed an at- 
tempt by a Fascist organization in the Territory to indoctrinate high school 
children with antidemocratic propaganda. The organization calls itself Imua 
and originated as a strikebreaking instrument of the employers, to be used against 
longshoremen on strike in the islands. 

“Imua has now distributed to all high school children in the Territory an 
elaborate publication called Spotlight which has the sanction of the commis- 
sioners of public instruction in the islands.” 

On March 12, 1952, the superintendent of public instruction received a letter 
from Jack W. Hall, regional director of the ILWU, in which was enclosed a 
portion of a draft of a proposed pamphlet on Americanism which the ILWU 
wished to submit to the commissioners of public instruction for approval for dis- 
tribution in the public schools. An analysis of that draft reveals that in addi- 
tion to its conformity with many facets of the current Communist Party line, 
the ILWU document contained quotations from such authors as Louis Adamic, 
Stephen S, Wise, Henry A. Wallace, and Langston Hughes—all of whom have 
been found by Government investigative bodies to have been affiliated with 
Communist-front organizations. Hughes, one of the most vicious of Communist 
authors in the United States, has been shown to be a member of 70 to 80 Commu- 
nist-front organizations, 

The following passage is quoted from the 1945 report of the Joint Fact Finding 
Committee on Un-American Activities of the California Legislature as an example 
of the type of literature written by Langston Hughes: 


“GOODBYE CHRIST 


“Listen, Christ, 
You did alright in your day, I reckon— 
But that day’s gone now. 
They ghosted you up a swell story too, 
Called it Bible— 
But it’s dead now. 
The popes and the preachers’ve 
Made too much money from it. 
They’ve sold you to too many. 
“Kings, generals, robbers, and killers— 
Even to the Czar and the Cossacks, 
Even to Rockefeller’s church, 
You ain’t no good no more. 
They’ve pawned you 
Till you’ve done wore out. 
“Goodbye, 
Christ Jesus, Lord God, Jehova, 
Beat it on away from here now. 
Make way for a new guy with no religion at all— 
A real guy named 
Marx, Communist Lenin, Peasant Stalin, Worker Me— 
“T said, Me! 
“Go ahead on now, 
You're getting in the way of things, Lord. 
And please take Saint Ghandi with you when you go, 
And Saint Pope Pius, 
And Saint Aimie McPherson, 
And big black Saint Becton 
Of the Consecrated Dime. 
And step on the gas, Christ! 
Move! 
Don’t be so slow about movin’! 
The world is mine from now on— 
And nobody’s gonna sell Me 
To a king, or a general, 
Or a millionaire.” 
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When the commissioners of public instruction refused the ILWU permission 
to distribute the material in the schools, the ILWU executive officers denounced 
the commissioners and announced that they would distribute it to the students of 
the public schools of the Territory in spite of the disapproval. The ILWU of- 
ficers stated : 

“The LLWU executive officers rather expected that the commissioners of public 
education would turn down our request to distribute a pamphlet on Americanism 
through the public schools in reply to the distorted IMUA version which the com- 
missioners had approved.” 

At the same time ILWU radio spokesmen Robert W. McElrath and Emilio C. 
Yadao undertook a program of bitter criticism of the commissioners of public 
instruction, pointing out that the material banned by the commissioners con- 
tained quotations from Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roose- 
velt, and Oliver Wendell Holmes. 

Shortly thereafter, during May 1952, after having deleted the quotations from 
the writings of Louis Adamic, Stephen S. Wise, Henry A. Wal'ace, and Langston 
Hughes, the ILWU published the material in pamphlet form, titled it “American- 
ism as Defined by Great Americans,” and distributed it on and near the campuses 
of the University of Hawaii and public schools throughout the Territory. The 
forwrd of the pamphlet reads as follows: 

“This is the collection of quotations from great Americans which the Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction says you cannot read. The ILWU asked for permis- 
sion to distribute this hook'et through the schools after the organization known 
as IMUA passed out 50,000 copies of their version of the American Way. We 
believed that IMUA did not tell you of the many vital and basic principles which 
have built our country to its present greatness. We noted that they left out 
important references to the Bill of Rights, the Declaration of Independence, and 
other essential doctrines which are part of our heritage. 

“In our judgment, IMUA presented only the reactionary businessman’s con- 
cept. We felt that students had a right to know that Americanism is not that 
narrow and rigid—that Americanism, as defined by the great Americans, is a 
strong, living, growing, beautiful expression of ever increasing freedom for all 

ple. 

“The DPI has called the writings of the people quoted in this hooklet—-Frank- 
lin Delano Roosevelt, Henry David Thoreau, Frederick Douglass, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, Abraham Lincoln, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Wendell Wilkie and others— 
‘cleverly weaved propaganda.’ They have censored these great Americans, and 
have declared that they will not allow distribntion of this booklet through the 
schools as they allowed the partisan IMUA publication to be distributed. 

“We are forced to try to distribute this booklet independently. We hope that 
every student will have a~chance to secure a copy of the quotations of great 
Americans. We believe in your judgment; in your right to read the statements of 
their faith in America, their convictions which guided their lives and made 
them great. As young Americans, it is your right to know what these men, these 
great men, thought and wrote about America—how they defined Americanism.— 
Hawaii ILWU executive officers.” 

The two ILWU newspapers circulated in the Territory are the Dispatcher, 
official publication of the San Francisco headquarters of the union, and the 
ILWU Reporter, organ of the regional office of the ILWU, 451 Atkinson Drive, 
Honolulu. The Dispatcher is published semimonthly in San Francisco and 
delivered to the Territory by mail. The editor is Morris Watson and the 
featured columnist, Harry R. Bridges. The ILWU Reporter, whose circulation 
in the Territory is estimated at 11,000 copies, is printed in Honolulu by the 
Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd., 811 Sheridan Street. Featured columnists 
of the Reporter are Regional Director Jack W. Hall and Education Director David 
E. Thompson, both identified members of the Communist Party of Hawaii. 
Although both of these publications are devoted chiefly to legitimate union news, 
both contain articles consistent with the current Communist Party line. Among 
these are the following: 

(a) Criticism of the Smith, McCarran, and Taft-Hartley Acts; 
(b) Allegations that an organized effort exists on the part of the Gov- 
ernment to suppress “civil liberties” ; 
(c) Support of the Negro people in their “struggle for liberation and com- 
plete equality” in the United States; and ° 
(d) Demand for world peace. 
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During 1952 McElrath, Yadao, Rania, and Inabe devoted much of their com- 
ment to the defense of ILWU Regional Director Jack W. Hall. They announced 
the formation of the ILWU defense committee and sought to implant in the 
minds of union members the concept that the indictment of Jack Hall was 
tantamount to prosecution of the union itself. These ILWU radio spokesmen 
expended every effort to undermine confidence in the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation and accused the FBI of conspiring with industry for the purpose of 
destroying the ILWU. They went to the extreme of urging union members to 
refuse to cooperate with FBI agents who might approach them for information 
about the activities of Hall or other suspected Communist Party leaders. 


ILWU Derense CoMMITTEE 


The ILWU defense committee, patterned after the California Emergency De- 
fense Committee established in defense of the California Smith Act defendants, 
was launched during the early part of December 1951, with the announcement 
that the majority of the ILWU locals in the Territory had pledged contribu- 
tions of $5 apiece from individual members. It was reported that the assess- 
ment was acted upon officially and that with few exceptions the leaders were 
able to win sufficient support for the plan to bring about its adoption. In many 
cases the $5 assessment has been paid by means of a 25-cent monthly payroll 
deduction. On the basis of an estimated ILWU membership of 22,000, the $5 
assessment would bring the ILWU defense fund a total of approximately 
$110,000. To insure the success of the fund-raising campaign, Jack Hall, Simeon 
L. Bagasol, ILWU Attorneys Harriet Bouslog Sawyer, and Myer C. Symonds, 
and other union leaders have toured the neighboring islands and delivered 
addresses to the various ILWU units. Simeon L. Bagasol, a Honolulu steve- 
dore born in the Philippines, is facing devortation under the provisions of the 
McCarran Act. In their speeches the ILWU leaders reiterated the allegations 
that the proceedings against Hall under the Smith Act and against Bigasol 
under the McCarran Act were designed for the sole purpose of destroying the 
ILWU. Acting through the leaders of the various ILWU locals, the ILWU de- 
fense committee arranged for rallies, luaus, parties, picnics, and testimonial 
dinners in honor of Hall and Bagasol. The two were held up to union mem- 
bership as heroes and as martyrs to the cause of labor in Hawaii. When Hall 
visited California in May 1952, he was feted at a luau in Los Angeles by a group 
of “Los Angeles Friends of Hawaii.” The Information Bulletin of the ILWU 
defense committee announced that the proceeds of that luau amounted to $1,700 
and that the entire sum was to be used for the defense of the Hawaii Smith Act 
defendants. 


The officers of the ILWU defense committee are as follows: 


*Saburo Eu’isaki, Territorial coordinator 
*Levi Kealoha, Honolulu division coordinator 
*Tadashi “Castner” Ogawa, rural Oabu coordinator 
Amador Del Castillo, Maui division coordinator 
Wataru Kawamoto, Oahu division coordinator 
*Frank G. Silva, Kauai division coordinator 
Shiro Hokama, Lanai division coordinator 
Buenaventura Asprer, Molokai division coordinator. 


(Those marked with an asterisk have been identified as members of the Com- 
munist Party of Hawaii.) 

Among the projects of the ILWU defense committee has been the distribution 
of a semimonthly information bulletin outlining the activities of the organiza- 
tion. This bulletin is distributed by mail to union members and other persons 
from whom the committee seeks support. In November 1951, members of the 
ILWU defense committee and employees of the regional office of the ILWU 
participated in the gathering of data for the purpose of substantiating the alle- 
gation that Federal Judge J. Frank McLaughlin was “biased and prejudiced” 
and that he should therefore disqualify himself as the presiding judge in the 
trial of the “Hawaii 7.” 

In May 1952, the Information Bulletin of the ILWU defense committee 
announced that various ILWU units throughout the Territory were submitting 
contributions to the defense of Amado Hernandez, leader of the Communist- 
controlled Congress of Labor Organizations in the Philippines, who had been 
sentenced to life imprisonment for “conspiracy to overthrow the Government.” 

In September 1952, the ILWU defense committee announced its contribution of 
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$5,000 to the Bridges-Schmidt-Robertson Defense Committee of San Francisco, 
Calif. 

In September 1952, shortly before the Honolulu Smith Act trial began, the 
ILWU defense committee sent the following instructions and recommendations 
to its various units throughout the Territory: 


“Hawan ILWU Union Derense ComMmirrer, ILWU Loca, 142—LONGSHORE, 
Suear, Pring, MIScELLANEOUS—Kaval, OAHU, MotoKar, LANAI, Maui, T. H. 


“REVIEW DEFENSE PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS 
“1, Publicity 


(a) ‘Information Bulletin’ will continue to be issued during the trisi—special 
issues will be put out from time to time. 

“(b) A weekly written summary of the trial proceedings will be mailed to 
island leadership and to other ILWU locals and unions on the mainland. 

“(c) Posters will be printed. 

“(d) Special leaflets for mass distribution will be issued from time to time 
during the trial. 

“(e) Pamphlets will also be published during the trial. 


“2. Public relations 


“(a) Set up a speakers’ bureau in each division. Speakers, representing the 
various language groups, would be ‘on call’ to speak at union, church, school, or 
community meetings. List of names should be compiled. Speakers’ guides will 
be worked out. 

“(b) Daily news releases will be issued to the press—local and mainland. 

“(c) Public rallies ought to be scheduled. Mainland lawyers, union officials, 
defendants, and others will be available as speakers. Picnic-type rally can be 
worked out if desirable. 

“(d) Special radio programs will be developed—over the Aloha network and 
on an islandwide basis. These programs would involve local leaders and rank- 
and-filers. 


“3. Others 


“(a) Everyone should be urged to give all matters relating to the trial top 
priority. Pending grievances, for instance, should be forestalled if any request 
for followthrough on anything having to do with the trial comes up. A slight 
delay may have serious effects. 

“(b) Plans ought to be made now to guarantee good turnouts at the trial, 
especially rank-and-filters on Oahu. Each unit or gang (in longshore) will have 
a ‘day’ assigned to them. For example, March 15 will be ‘Waipahu Day’ in court. 
Efforts should be made to get as many members from Waipahu (those on night 
shifts, etc.) to attend that day’s trial proceedings. Other islands can participate 
in this type of program by the divisions or units financing expenses of 1 or 2 
persons to attend the sessions and then reporting back to the membership. 

“(c) Auxiliaries should be reorganized (or organized, whichever the case 
may be) on each island. 

“(d) At any appropriate time we should plan on sponsoring a dinner or picnic 
honoring the defense a 

“(e) There should be a constant exchange of information during the trial 
between the central office, divisions, and units. Telephones should be used only 
if it’s necessary. It would be more advisable to communicate via letters, for 
obvious reasons. 

“(f) We should get everyone keenly interested in the trial proceedings—via 
the radio, bulletins, Reporter, and other means—so that by the time the case 
goes to the jury, everyone will be standing by the phone or radio until the 
verdict isin. In other words, work the whole program out similar to that of any 
strike we have had in the past. 

“(g) Someone should be assigned the responsibility of making sure that 
notices, posters, ete., on the bulletin boards are kept up to date. Old material 
should always be replaced with new ones to keep the membership fully informed. 
Special bulletin signs for trial reports will be printed. 

“(h) Each unit should organize some sort of machinery (via the stewards 
system, etc.) to prepare for mass distribution of leaflets to both union mem- 
bers and the general public. This machinery should be carefully set up so that 
there will be someone responsible at each level—division, unit, gang, department, 
district, or section. The idea is to get materials down to the ranks with the least 
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delay, instead of having it lie around in the division office accumulating dust. 
A good idea would be to set up ‘leaflet stands,’ similar to those used for news- 
papers, in local stores, shops, mills, and various gathering places. 
“(i) Everyone should be reminded to report any rumor or incidents that have 
any connection with the case immediately to the division office or to any FTO’s. 
“(j) All defense committees should hold regular meetings hereafter.” 


Further evidence that the ILWU has been controlled by Communists is the 


fact that the union has given consistent support to Communist-front organizations 
and Communist-controlled labor unions. 


COOPERATION WITH COMMUNIST-CONTROLLED ORGANIZATIONS 


After extensive investigation in the Territory during the latter part of 1949 
and early 1950, the House Un-American Activities Committee discovered the 
following connections between the ILWU and the Communist-front Hawaii Civil 
Liberties Committee : 

“The Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee has continuously maintained a close 
and mutually beneficial relationship with the Communist-controlled International 
Longshoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union (CIO). In fact, many of the Com- 
ee active in the HCLO are also members, officers, or employees of the 
ILWU. 

“Propaganda leaflets of the ILWU were distributed at meetings of the Hawaii 
Civil Liberties Committee. Featured speakers have appeared at HCLC affairs 
under the billing of ILWU representatives, as, for example: Julian Napuunoa, 
who addressed a previously described HCL© meeting on February 21, 1949; 
Antonio Rania, speaking as president of ILWU Sugar Workers Local 142 on Sep- 
tember 7, 1948 ; and Charles Nouchi, speaking on September 11, 1948, as president 
of the Maui division of ILWU Local 136. 

“The HCLC appealed to various sectional offices of the ILWU for funds to aid 
in the fight against the Reinecke suspensions. Peggy Uesugi, a Communist and 
an ILWU secretarial worker, was made chairman of an HCLO© committee in 
charge of soliciting help from the ILWU. Union units answered the appeal 
generously. For example, at an HCLC meeting on August 23, 1948, Richard 
Shigemitsu, an HCLO member who was also secretary-treasurer of the Oahu 
division of ILWU Local 136, appeared with a delegation from his union and 
presented a $1,000 union donation to the HCL©. An accompanying union res- 
elution voiced condemnation of the school board hearing and wholehearted sup- 
port of the Reinecke’s (Honolulu Record, August 26, 1948, p. 3). On August 29, 
1948, the Waipahu unit of ILWU Sugar Workers Local 142 voted to send a $100 
contribution to the HCLO for the Reineckes’ defense (Honolulu Record, Septem- 
ber 2, 1948, p. 1). 

“The Kauai division of the ILWU Sugar Workers, Local 142, voted a $1,018 
contribution to the HCLC, according to a report by the division to the general 
executive board of local 142, in session September 18-19, 1948. This is reflected 
in the minutes of the union executive board meeting and is further substantiated 
by HCLC financial records which show the receipt of a $1,018 ‘donation’ on Sep- 
tember 22, 1948. 

“At the aforementioned executive board session, Tadashi ‘Castner’ Ogawa, an 
HOLC member who was present as a representative of ILWU unit 19, made a 
speech urging all local 142 members to support the HCLC by cash contributions 
and by forming HCLC chapters in union units. Following his statement, the 
executive board adopted a resolution which stated in part, according to the 
minutes : 

“*The work of the Hawaii. Civil Liberties Committee, in the face of bitter 
opposition by a bigoted and powerful minority, in exposing the lies and propa- 
ganda of the enemies of civil liberties, has shone like a beacon of hope throughout 
the Territory. 

“*‘We the members of the general executive board, United Sugar Workers, 
ILWU, Local 142, go on record to give our wholehearted support to the Hawaii 
Civil Liberties Committee.’ 

“The close link between the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee and the ILWU 
is demonstrated by HCLC disbursements as well as receipts. For example, the 
ILWU has billed for the original purchase of expensive wire recording equipment 
which the defense used to record the Reinecke hearings before the board of com- 
missioners of public instruction in August and September 1948. Actual payment 
for the equipment, at a total cost of $515, was made from the Hawaii Civil 
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Liberties Committee trust account. This was established by canceled checks and 
invoices introduced by the Subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities at hearings on April 15, 1950, in Honolulu. Other financial records 
produced at the hearing showed no receipt subsequent to that expenditure which 
would indicate that the ILWU repaid the $515 to HCLC. 

“A financial statement of the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee, * * * con- 
tains the following disbursements made directly to the ILWU: 

“‘June 8, 1948, $8.76 to ILWU building committee, explained as “telephone 
tolls.” 

“ ‘October 19, 1948, $34.50 to United Sugar Workers, ILWU, CIO, explained as 
“hearing.” 

“ ‘October 19, 1948, $9.11 to ILWU educational and legal fund, explained as 
“hearing.” 

“ ‘November 5, 1948, $50 to ILWU Local 142, Olaa unit, explained as “donation.” 

“ ‘November 10, 1948, $6.50 to ILWU building committee, explained as “tele- 
phone.” 

“ ‘November 10, 1948, $43.55 to ILWU educational and legal fund, explained 
as “papers and program.” ’” 


Investigation by this commission has revealed that the Hawaii Civil Liberties 
Committee was formed during the latter part of 1947 at the instigation of the 
Oahu CIO council. The two Oahu CIO council representatives who laid the 
groundwork for the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee were Ralph V. Vossbrink, 
of the Marine Cooks and Stewards, and Marshall L. McEuen, former codirector 
of the CIO Political Action Committee. At that time, McEuen was employed in 
the legal and educational department of the regional office of the ILWU. Voss- 
brink, although not an ILWU representative, was a Communist Party member 
who always cooperated with Communist leaders of the ILWU. 

Acting on instructions from the executive board of the Communist Party of 
Hawaii, Communist leaders within the ILWU have encouraged unqualified sup- 
port of the Communist-front Honolulu Record. Jack H. Kawano has testified 
that “* * * The party [the Communist Party] instructed its members to get 
the ILWU behind the Honolulu Record, and urge the union to buy subscriptions 
and ads.” Union members have been told that the Honolulu Record is a labor 
paper, and that it is the only newspaper in Hawaii that dares print the truth. 
Said Kawano in his testimony, “* * * The Honolulu Record got all the help from 
the ILWU through the Communists in it.” At least 10 of the 60 original stock- 
holders in the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd., were members of the ILWU. 
A large percentage of the advertising space in the paper’s annual anniversary, 
Christmas, and Labor Day issues has been purchased by various ILWU locals 
and their ancillary organizations throughout the Territory. 

At least 17 of the 59 original shareholders in the Hawaii Star, Ltd., were 
members of the ILWU. Most of these 17 have been identified as members of 
the Communist Party of Hawaii. 

The ILWU has been a staunch supporter of the Daily People’s World, the 
official west coast organ of the Communist Party. In accordance with a di- 
rective from the Communist Party of Hawaii, Communist leaders within the 
ILWU during 1946-48 exerted an organized effort to increase the circulation of 
the Daily People’s World throughout the Territory. Jack H. Kawano has testi- 
fied that “every cell of the Communist Party was instructed to designate some- 
one to handle the ads and subscriptions in the union for both the People’s World 
and the Honolulu Record.” In their efforts to carry out these instructions, 
Communist officials within the regional office of the ILWU exerted pressure upon 
its clerical employees, many of whom were not Communist Party members, to 
subscribe to the Daily People’s World. In addition, the regional office ordered 
copies of the paper in bulk and distributed them to its various units throughout 
the Territory. 

For many years there has existed a close alliance between the ILWU and the 
Communist-controlled National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards, an al- 
liance which has grown stronger since the dismissal of both unions by the CIO. 
M. C. & §S. President Hugh Bryson, an identified member of the Communist 
Party, stated in an address before the Ninth Biennial Convention of the ILWU 
at Queen’s Surf, Honolulu, in April 1951, that the M. C. & S. would “continue 
to fight for the progressive militant unionism of Harry Bridges and the ILWU.” 
During the latter part of July 1951, Joseph K. “Joe Blurr” Kealalio, president 
of ILWU, Local 136 (longshore workers), and Edward K. Hong, secretary of 
ILWU, Local 150 (miscellaneous workers)—both identified members of the 
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Communist Party of Hawaii—addressed the membership of the M. C. & S. in 
San Francisco and pledged the complete support of their respective ILWU locals 
to the M. C. & §., 

The ILWU has also given its support to the Communist-controlled United 
Public Workers of America and has enjoyed reciprocity. The Honolulu head- 
quarters of the UPWA is located in the ILWU Memorial Building, 451 Atkinson 
Drive. Henry B. Epstein, an identified member of the Communist Party and 
regional director of the UPWA in Hawaii has appeared on several occasions as 
a guest speaker on the nightly ILWU program conducted by Robert W. McElrath. 
During the early part of April 1952, the UPWA units at Queen’s and St. Francis 
Hospitals donated $18.85 and $30, respectively, to the ILWU defense committee. 
In May 1952, the Information Bulletin of the ILWU defense committee an- 
nounced that 4 units of ILWU, local 142 on the island of Hawaii had donated 
$50 to the defense of Abram A. Flaxer, UPWA president, who had been cited 
by the McCarran committee for contempt of Congress. 


RELATIONSHIP TO District 13, C. P., U. S. A. 


The position of the regional office of the I1.WU in the national Communist 
Party apparatus has been well explained by Jack H. Kawano in his description of 
an incident that occurred during the latter part of 1948 or early 1949. At that 
time Jack W. Hall became very much aggravated because of pressure brought to 
bear upon him by members of the executive board of the Communist Party of 
Hawaii who were not affiliated with the ILWU. The non-ILWU members 
who held positions on the executive board at that time were Koji Ariyoshi, 
Dwight James Freeman, Charles K. Fujimoto, Jack Denichi Kimoto, and John E. 
Reinecke. It was Hall’s contention that the wishes of this group of nonunionists 
in the Communist Party were being received with greater deference by James R. 
Robertson, first vice president of the ILWU in San Francisco, than were his own. 
As a result, Hall made a personal visit to San Francisco and arranged a confer- 
ence on this matter in which Harry Bridges, Louis Goldblatt, and James R. 
Robertson participated. It was agreed at that conference that because Hall 
was an employee of the international headquarters of the ILWU, he was obli- 
gated to accept the directives of that body rather than those of the Communist 
Party of Hawaii. It was decided that if any future disagreement in Hawaii 
should arise, the problem should be referred to the international headquarters 
of the ILWU and to the headquarters of district 13, Communist Party, U. 8. A., 
and that the decision of these bodies would be binding. However, if those two 
bodies could not agree, the problem would be referred to the national head- 
quarters of the Communist Party, U. 8. A., in New York City and the decision 
of that body would be binding upon all concerned. 


INTERNATIONAL LIAISON 


The international connections of the ILWU are worthy of serious considera- 
tion. It has been the goal of Marxist ideology to unite the workers of the world 
so that at the appropriate time this coalition may be employed to serve most 
effectively the forces of revolution. 

Harry R. Bridges, international president of the ILWU, was the leader of a 
longshore strike that paralyzed the San Francisco waterfront for several months 
during the summer of 1934. Samuel Darcy, Communist Party functionary at- 
tached to the district headquarters of the Communist Party, State of California, 
attended the seventh congress of the Communist International in Moscow in 
August 1935. At that time Darcy told the delegates that one of the most out- 
standing achievements of the Communist Party, U. 8. A. during 1934 was the 
San Francisco waterfront strike. 

One of the most significant connections between the ILWU and Communist-led 
labor unions in foreign countries centers about Julian K. Napuunoa, recently the 
subject of some controversy in the Honolulu Smith Act trial. During the summer 
of 1948 Napuunoa, a leader of the ILWU longshore local and an identified mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, made a 3-month tour of Europe under the auspices 
of the ILWU, during which he is reliably reported to have visited France, Italy, 
Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Poland, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, 
the Netherlands, Belgium, and England. Napuunoa was 1 of 4 ILWU repre- 
sentatives selected by the ILWU national executive board to make the trip. 
Although the ILWU announced that the quartet were to study labor-union organ- 
ization and methedology in European countries, a Yugoslavian news agency re- 
ported that the group visited Marshal Tito, Yugoslavian dictator, on August 4, 
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1948, and that the purpose of the visit was “to counteract false * * * news of 
American and other international reaction about the people’s democracies.” 

It has been reported that the ILWU representatives found their way paved by 
the World Federation of Trade Unions, which was instrumental in arranging 
clearance for their visits to countries behind the Iron Curtain. The World Fed- 
eration of Trade Unions was “formed by a group of labor leaders in September 
1945 as an effort intended to carry over into peace the wartime alliance of the 
United States, Great Britain, Russia, and other countries, insofar as the labor 
organizations of those countries were involved. But it has not succeeded because 
of Communist infiltration” (H. Doc. 136, “100 Things You Should Know About 
Communism”). Both the AFL and the CIO have refused to become affiliated with 
the World Federation of Trade Unions because they have regarded that organi- 
zation as an instrument of Soviet Russia. On the other hand, William Z. Foster, 
leader of the Communist Party, U. S. A., has stated: “It is imperative that the 
world’s workers, through the World Federation of Trade Unions, should inter- 
vene in the proceedings of the United States.” 

The Daily People’s World of August 6, 1948, announced that while in Italy 
Julian K. Napuunoa interviewed Communist labor leader DiVittorio. The Octo- 
ber 1, 1948, issue of the Daily People’s World listed Napuunoa as coauthor of an 
article entitled “Report on Soviet Progress.” On February 9, 1949, shortly after 
his return to Honolulu, Napuunoa gave a lecture about his European trip at a 
meeting of the Communist-front Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee, in which he 
offered the usual Commmunist misrepresentation of the Soviet Union. 

In July 1949 ILWU President Harry R. Bridges was elected president of the 
maritime division of the World Federation of Trade Unions at a convention 
held at Marseilles, France. Bridges was elected “in absentia,” for he was not 
allowed to leave the United States at the time because he was under indictment 
on a perjury charge. Bridges was represented at Marseilles by Louis B. Gold- 
blatt, international secretary-treasurer of the ILWU. At the conclusion of the 
Marseilles convention Goldblatt flew to England. However, when British authori- 
ties learned of his presence they publicly branded him a “Communist agent” and 
ordered him to leave the country within 24 hours. 

Another evidence of liaison between the ILWU and foreign Communist ele- 
ments is to be seen in an article which appeared in the Daily People’s World of 
April 13, 1951. The story stated that “an ambitious plan for cooperation— 
possibly joint strike action—among workers in a half dozen countries and 
regions, scattered over half the globe, emerged from the International Long- 
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union convention” held in Honolulu during 
the first week of April 1951. The story quoted Louis B. Goldblatt, international 
secretary-treasurer of the ILWU, as follows: 

“We have worked very closely with the CTAL (Latin American Confederation 
of Labor) and its chief, Vicente Lombardo Toledano, and he is ready to co- 
operate.” 

Goldblatt was referring to a possible joint strike of sugar workers in Hawaii 
the Philippines, Cuba, Puerto Rico, Mexico, and certain South American coun- 
tries, in protest of the so-called Sugar Act enacted by the Congress of the United 
States, which has allocated quotas to the various sugar producing areas. 

The Latin American Confederation of Labor is one of the principal supporters 
of the Communist-controlled World Federation of Trade Unions. Led by Mexi- 
can Communist labor chief Vicente Lombardo Toledano, the Latin American 
Confederation of Labor consistently has attacked the United States and its 
foreign policy. 

CONCLUSION 


In spite of the strong evidence of Communist control brought to light by the 
HUAC hearings, the Smith Act trial, and the public statements of such former 
Communist ILWU leaders as Jack H. Kawano and Ichiro Izuka, the ILWU Com- 
munist leadership continues to exert control over the labor element of the Terri- 
tory in the field of shipping and in the sugar and pineapple industries as well. 
There is no doubt that if this control were exercised contrary to the best in- 
terests of this country it could not only bring about economic chaos, but could 
adversely affect the war potential and the national security of the United 
States. Moreover, continuing Communist control of the ILWU in the Territory 
of Hawaii will endanger the national security of the United States in the event 
of war between this country and the Soviet Union. 

This commission wishes to emphasize that its conclusions are based on its 
study of the policies and activities of the ILwu insofar as these have been de- 
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termined and guided by its present leaders. The commission does not mean to 
imply that.a substantial percentage of individual members of the ILWU are 
members of the Communist Party or that ILWU members consciously or de- 
liberately support the Communist cause. On the contrary, the vast majority 
of ILWU members are loyal American citizens. The commission is compelled, 
however, to call attention to the fact that many ILWU members have been 
deceived by the subtle propaganda devices and maneuvers which Communists 
among the ILWU leaders have employed for the purpose of maintaining their 
control of the union, while at the same time pretending that ILWU policies and 
activities have been determined in a democratic manner rather than imposed 
by the strongly entrenched Communist leadership. 


Tue NATIONAL UNION OF Martine Cooks aNnp STEWARDS 


Another labor union that has served the Communist cause well in the Ter- 
ritory of Hawaii, as in continental United States, is the National Union of 
Marine Cooks and Stewards (often referred to as the M. C.& 8.). During World 
War II and for several years thereafter leaders of this union played an im- 
portant role in the development of the Communist Party of Hawaii through their 
services as couriers between Communist Party headquarters, district 13, San 
Francisco, and Hawaii Communist Party leaders. During recent .years the 
Honolulu office of this organization, administered by Wallace Wo Leong Ho, an 
identified Communist, has served as a distribution center for Communist litera- 
ture in Hawaii. 

In 1944 the Committee on Un-American Activities, United States House of 
Representatives, found the Marine Cooks and Stewards to be directed by “Com- 
munist leadership * * * strongly entrenched.” In 1947 the California Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities reported that the “ClO maritime unions, par- 
ticularly the Marine Cooks and Stewards Union in San Francisco, are Com- 
munist dominated. The committee finds that anti-Communist members of the 
Marine Cooks and Stewards Union are being expelled for criticizing commu- 
nism and the Communist clique in the organization.”’ In its report for 1949 the 
California committee reported the Marine Cooks and Stewards Association of the 
Pacilic coast among the ClO unions found to be dominated by Communists. 

In November 1949, William Steinberg, a member of the ClO executive board, 
charged that the policies and activities of the M. C. & S. were consistently di- 
rected toward the achievement of the program or the purpose of the Communist 
Party rather than the objectives set forth in the constitution of the ClO. 

In the course of the investigation of these charges, a special committee of the 
executive board examined various issues of the Voice, the official publication of 
the union. It was found that in March 1946 the Voice defended Russia’s loot- 
ing of Manchuria, and attempted to pass off Russian intervention in Iran as a 
British-lranian gang-up on Russia. The Voice further declared that the rea- 
son for these charges against Russia was that: 

“Russia has stood for a policy that would limit British and American im- 
perialists’ profits, would end oppression of subject peoples, and strengthen the 
American labor movement to fight for a larger share of the Nation’s wealth for 
the workers.” 

It also asserted that “Progressive American trade unions see a strong ally 
in the Soviet Union toward helping to raise living standards of workers of all 
nations together.” 

When President Truman proposed his plan for aid to Greece and Turkey in 
the spring of 1947, it was vigorously opposed by the M.C. & 8. At that time the 
Voice declared editorially that “United States foreign policy has become the 
world’s major force for squelehing progress and robbing the world’s working 
people of their power.” It charged that the United States had forced the ex- 
pulsion of the Communists from the French Government, and that “the French 
labor movement suffered, since the Communists were the only party to support 
their demands for wage increases.” 

After extensive inquiry and analysis, the special committee of the executive 
board reported as follows: 

“The charge upon which this committee was directed to hold hearings and 
report is that the policies and activities of M. C. & 8. are consistently directed 
toward the achievement of the program and purposes of the Communist Party 
rather than the objectives and policies set forth in the constitution of the CLO. 
On the basis of the evidence before this committee, the committee finds and con- 
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cludes that this charge is true, and that the policies and activities of M. C. & 8. 
have been in the past, and are today, directed toward the achievement of the 
purposes of the Communist Party rather than the objectives set forth in the 
constitution of the CIO. 

“The issue posed by the charge against MCS is whether it is an honest trade 
union, genuinely devoted to the advancement of the cause of American labor 
and American democracy, or a union whose policies and activities are deter- 
mined by the philosophy and the program of the Communist Party. The issue 
is one of basic loyalty. The purposes of the Communist Party are wholly anti- 
thetical to the basic objectives of American industrial unionism. And the 
question as regards MCS is whether that union is devoted primarily to the CIO 
on the one hand or to the Communist Party on the other. 

“On the basis of the evidence which has been submitted to the commmitee, 
only one conclusion is possible. MCS has followed the tortuous paths of Com- 
munist policy for years. MCS’ shifting and contradictory positions cannot pos- 
sibly have reflected any honest estimation of the interests of its membership. 
They can only have resulted from subservience to the interests of the Com- 
munist Party and the Soviet Union. 

“For the reasons stated, therefore, and on the basis of all the evidence pre- 
sented to it, the committee unanimously concludes that the policies and activi- 
ties of the National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards are consistently 
directed toward the achievement of the program and the purposes of the Com- 
munist Party rather than the objectives and policies set forth in the CIO con- 
stitution. The committee recommends that the executive board exercise the 
powers granted to it by. article VI, section 10, of the CIO constitution and, by 
virtue of those powers, revoke the certificate of affiliation heretofore granted io 
the National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards and expel it from the CIO.” 

Acting on the recommendation of this committee, the CIO executive board 
voted almost unanimously to expel the M. C. & S. from the ranks of the CIO 
on August 29, 1950. 

On January 31, 1953, the United States Senate Committee on Labor and 
Labor-Management Relations released a report which described the M. C. & 8. 
as an avenue of “infiltration of agents and propaganda for worldwide com- 
munism.” Senator Hubert H. Humphrey, Minnesota, who served as chairman 
of the committee, stated that the report illustrates the tactics which the leader- 
ship of a Communist-dominated union employs to remain in power, “by ter- 
rorizing * * * by slander * * * vilification * * * intimidation * * * in brief, 
by corrupting the basic democracy of a union to create a little totalitarian sys- 
tem of its own.” The report of the committee further stated that “the des- 
perate measures which the leadership of the M. C. & 8S. are using to retain 
power fits in with [the] crucial importance of transportation in the worldwide 
strategy of Communist infiltration. * * * The MCS leadership [has] imposed 
its rule of terrorism and discrimination against all elements who dared to 
oppose its Communist policies * * *.” 

The headouarters of the National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards is 
located in San Francisco, Calif. The president of the organization is Hugh 
Bryson, who has been identified as a member of the Communist Party. Bryson 
is a elose friend of Communist Harry R. Bridges, international president of 
the ILWU. Bryson has served on the national executive committee of the 
Civil Rights Congress, an organization cited by the United States Attorney 
General as subversive and Communist, and by the congressional Committee on 
Un-American Activities as an organization “dedicated not to the broader issues: 
of civil liberties, but specifically to the defense of individual Communists and 
the Communist Party” and “controlled by individuals who are either members 
of the Communist Party or openly loval to it.” 

Joe Johnson, recently elected international secretary-treasurer of the M. C. 
and S., is the leader of the Los Angeles unit of the National Negro Congress, a 
Communist-front organization of recent origin. Johnson is a member of the 
board of directors of the California Labor School, cited by the United States 
Attorney General as “subversive and Communist,” and by the California Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities as an “expanded Communist Party institution 
for the purpose of disseminating Commmnist propaganda.” In June 1952, John- 
son appeared as principal speaker at a gathering at the Variety Club in San 
Francisco in honor of the California Labor School and its director, Dr. Holland 
Roberts. Johnson also was one of the speakers at a “luau” in Los Angeles spon- 
sored by the Los Angeles Friends of Hawaii on May 10, 1952, for the purpose of 
raising funds for the defense of the Hawaii Seven. 
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Eddie Tangen, Johnson’s predecessor as international secretary-treasurer of 
the M. C. and S., is a former instructor at the Pacific Northwest Labor School 
at Seattle, Wash., a Communist enterprise, and has participated in the campaign 
of the Communist-front Civil Rights Congress in protest of the indictment of 
the 12 Communist Party leaders in New York. 

Ralph Vernon Vossbrink, of Honolulu, an identified leader in the Communist 
Party of Hawaii, was among the members of the M. C. and S. who served as 
Communist couriers between Hawaii,and San Francisco during World War 
II. For several years after the war M. C. and S. headquarters in San Francisco 
carried Ralph Vossbrink on its records as residing at 3571 Pahoa Avenue, Hono- 
lulu, the residence of John E. Reinecke, indicted Communist leader. 

Former Communist Party member Robert M. Kempa testified before the 
United States District Court for the District of Hawaii on January 22, 1953, 
that in accordance with instructions given him by Alex Treskin, waterfront 
organizer for the Communist Varty in San Francisco, he contacted Ralph Vernon 
Vossbrink at the offices of the M. C. and S. at pier 11, Honolulu, in January 
1947 and identified himself by displaying his Communist Party membership card. 
Shortly thereafter, Vossbrink, who at that time was assistant port agent for 
the M. C. and S., introduced Kempa to Dwight James Freeman, Communist 
organizer in the Territory. 

Wallace Wo Leong Ho, Honolulu port agent for the M. C. and 8., was identi- 
fied as a member of the Communist Party by Ichiro Izuka and Easter J. Doyle 
before the House Un-American Activities Committe in Honolulu in April 1950. 
In addition, there was introduced in evidence before the committee a letter 
addressed to Ichiro Izuka dated November 18, 1946, and signed by “Wallace Ho, 
chairman of the trial board” of the executive board of the Communist Party of 
Hawaii. Ho was one of the original stockholders in the Honolulu Record 
Publishing Co., Ltd., having purchased 100 shares in 1948. At that time Ho 
gave his address as 510 Bush Street, San Francisco, Calif., the location of the 
offices of the M. C. and 8. During 1951 he transferred ownership of all of his 
stock to his wife, Mrs. Virginia Ho. As of August 31, 1951, Mrs. Ho was the 
secretary-treasurer and a director of the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., 
Ltd. She was elected vice chairman of the Communist-front Hawaii Civil 
Rights Congress on February 1, 1952, and has been serving as temporary chair- 
man of the HCRC since August 1952, when Chairman Claude W. White de 
parted from the Territory. 

The liaison between the M, C. and S. and the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress 
is further illustrated by the fact that the M. C. and 8S. headquarters at 108 
North King Street, Honolulu, has been used as a meeting place by the HCRC. 
The HCRC invited M. C. and 8. Port Agent Wallace Ho to adddress an HCRC 
general membership meeting on February 1, 1952. In his talk Ho stressed 
the need for world peace and praised the efforts of the Hawaii Civil Rights Con- 
gress to protect civil rights. 

Another prominent illustration of cooperation between the M. C. and 8. and 
the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress was observed in an HCRC rally in protest 
of the McCarrran antisubversive Act, held at Aala Park, Honolulu, on April 7, 
1951. One of the principal speakers on that occasion was M. ©. and S. Presi- 
dent Hugh Bryson. Others who addressed the gathering were Vincent Hallinan, 
one of the defense attorneys in the trial of Harry Bridges; Wilfred M. Oka, an 
identified member of the Communist Party and columnist for the Honolulu 
Record; Valerie Taylor, president of the ILWU Women’s Auxiliary, and An- 
tonio T. Rania, president of the Territory-wide ILWU Local 142. Claude W. 
White, chairman of the HCRO, acted as chairman of this rally. 

For many years there has existed a close bond of friendship and cooperation 
between the Marine Cooks and Stewards and the ILWU. This alliance has be- 
come even stronger since 1950 because both unions have been ejected from the 
CIO for their Communist domination. Moreover, Harry Bridges and Hugh 
Bryson, leaders of the two unions, are known to be close personal friends. In 
his address to the 9th Biennial Convention of the ILWU, held in Honolulu dur- 
ing April 1951, Bryson stated that the Marine Cooks and Stewards would 
“continue to fight for the progressive militant unionism of Harry Bridges and the 
ILWU.” Bryson was the leader of a group of 10 M. C. and 8. members who at- 
tended the convention as “fraternal delegates.” 

On September 6, 1951, 9 days after the arrest and indictment of 7 Com- 
munist leaders in Honolulu, the Honolulu Record announced that the Marine 
Cooks and Stewards membership in San Francisco had “voted unanimously to 
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condemn J. Howard McGrath’s attack on Judge Metzger fof Honolulu] for his 
refusal to set excessive bail on ILWU regional director Jack Hall, and others 
arrested under the Smith Act.” The “Record” reported that President Hugh 
Bryson wired the ILWU sugar workers: “MCS membership outraged by arrest 
of Jack Hall and attempts of Government to persecute the judge who set bail.” 

On June 29, 1951, the Voice, official M. C. and §. publication, reported that the 
M. C. and S. headquarters in San Francisco had received the following telegram 
from ILWU Local 136 (longshoremen), signed by Calixto Damaso, president and 
business agent of the Oahu division of ILWU Local 136: 

“Twelve hundred Honolulu longshoremen in stopwork meeting. 100 percent 
in support of you in fight against phoney SUP raiding.” 

On July 30, 1951, Joseph Kealalio (alias Joe Blurr), president of the ILWU 
Local 136 (longshoremen), and Edward K. Hong, secretary of ILWU Local 150 
(workers in miscellaneous industries), addressed the M. C. and 8. membership in 
San Francisco. Kealalio and Hong, identified members of the Communist Party 
of Hawaii, expressed their appreciation for M. C. and S. aid in the 1949 Hawaii 
longshore strike and pledged the continued unqualified support of the ILWU in 
Hawaii to the Marine Cooks and Stewards. 

The Honolulu Record stated on November 6, 1952, that “M. C. and S. members 
have never forgotten the importance of longshore-seamen unity. Other 
union leaders despite their membership, such as Harry Lundeberg of the Sailors 
Union of the Pacific, have cut off from the longshoremen, but the M. C. and S. and 
the ILWU have always been the closest of allies, the longshoremen supporting 
the M. C. and S. against the raiders, the M. C. and S. supporting the ILWU in 
the Hawaiian longshore, pineapple and sugar disputes, and both striking together 
in the 1948 maritime dispute.” 

One of the principal contributions of the M. C. and 8. to the Communist cause 
in the Territory has been its service as a distributor of Communist propaganda. 
Among the propaganda distributed by the M. C. and S. in Honolulu is the fol- 
lowing: 

(a) The Daily People’s World; 

(6b) The Honolulu Record; 

(c) Freedom, whose editorial board is headed by Paul Robeson; 

(d) Fear, an ILWU pamphlet by Harriet Bouslog; 

(ce) The Navy and the Massie-Kahahawai Case, a pamphlet written by 
John E. Reinecke and published by the Honolulu Record Publishing Co., Ltd. 

The Marine Cooks and Stewards publicly has opposed United States military 
aid to the Government of South Korea and has demanded that the Government 
“immediately cease American armed intervention in Korea,” thereby “reaffirm- 
ing the Marine Cooks and Stewards’ position for peace against war.” 

On August 22, 1950, the Marine Cooks and Stewards, speaking through its 
general council (a body composed of its officers and port agents), announced 
that it favored United Nations recognition of “The People’s [Communist] Gov- 
ernment of China.” In this way, the general council stated, “the United States, 
U. S. S. R., and China, with the assistance and cooperation of other peace-loving 
nations” can find a basis for world peace. At the same time the Marine Cooks 
and Stewards general council went on record as opposed to “the injustice in 
the Harry Bridges case.” 

During July 1951, the Honolulu office of the Marine Cooks and Stewards ar- 
tempted surreptitiously to provide inmates of Oahu Prison with copies of the 
Daily People’s World, west coast organ of the Communist Party. Wallace Ho, 
port agent for the Marine Cooks and Stewards, obtained permission from prison 
authorities to furnish to the inmates copies of the official Marine Cooks and 
Stewards publication, the Voice. However, when the copies of the Voice were 
received at the prison it was discovered that 25 copies of the Communist Daily 
People’s World had been inserted in the bundle. 

The Commission’s analysis of five consecutive issues of the Voice has revealed 
that much of the content of that publication has been consistent with the 
current Communist platform, and that none opposes the pro-U. 8. 8S. R. line. 

News stories and editorials were found to contain: 

(a) Criticism of the House Un-American Activities Committee ; 

(b) Favorable publicity for the Communist-inspired American peace 
crusade ; 

(c) Criticism of FBI and Coast Guard screening of seamen and water- 
front workers ; 

(ad) Criticism of the arrest of Communist Party leaders; 

(e) Magnification of incidents designed to create racial unrest: 

(f) Demands for peace and world disarmament. 
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The Marine Cooks and Stewards has also been a faithful supporter of the 
Communist-front Honolulu Record through its advertisements in the Record’s 
special Christmas, anniversary, and Labor Day editions. In return, the 
Record has reciprocated by giving the union a great deal of favorable publicity, 
exemplified in a full-page story on November 6, 1952, entitled “MCS Militancy 
and Democracy Defeats Raid, Knits Stronger Union.” 


CONCLUSION 


It is concluded that the National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards con- 
tinues to be guided by leaders who are dedicated to furthering the cause of 
world communism. While the numerical strength of the Marine Cooks and 
Stewards residing in Hawaii is negligible, its Honolulu port office remains firmly 
in Communist hands and serves as a point of contact with transient maritime 


Communists and as a terminus for Communist literature sent to Hawaii outside 
the mails. 


UNITED Pustic WorRKERS oF AMERICA (UPWA) 


The United Public Workers of America is of particular interest in the Terri- 
tory of Hawaii because it specializes in organizing public employees, it is a Com- 
munist-dominated union, and its per capita strength in Hawaii is significantly 
greater than in the United States generally. 

The UPWA was formed by the merger in April 1946 of the United Federal 
Workers of America, with an estimated 15,000 to 20,000 members, and the State, 
ee and Municipal Workers of America, with an estimated 25,000 to 50,000 
members. 

On February 16, 1950, the Congress of Industrial Organizations expelled the 
United Public Workers of America. Quoted below are excerpts from the report 
of the C1O executive board committee which conducted the hearings on Jan- 
uary 9-11, 1950: 

“* * * The basic question posed by the charge against the UPW is whether 
its leadership is an honest trade-union leadership, genuinely devoted to the 
advancement of the cause of American labor and American democracy or a 
leadership whose policies and activities are determined by the philosophy and 
the program of the Communist Party * * *. 

“* * * On the basis of the evidence which has been submitted to the commit- 
tee, only one conclusion is possible. The present leadership of the UPW is the 
same leadership which led SCMWA in the tortuous paths of the Communist Party 
for years * * *. 

“* * * And so the committee necessarily concludes that the UPW’s leadership 
has not changed. It still today pursues the course prescribed by the Communist 
Party as it did in the past. It has no higher regard for the objectives of Ameri- 
can unionism today than it had in the years when it frankly and openly switched 
its course day by day as the Communist Party called the signals * * *.” 

The committee concludes : 

“For the reason stated, therefore, and on the basis of all the evidence presented 
to it, the committee unanimously concludes that the policies and activities of 
the UPW are consistently directed toward the achievement of the program and 
the purposes of the Communist Party rather than the objectives and policies set 
forth in the CIO constitution. The committee recommends that the executive 
board exercise the powers granted to it by article VI, section 10, of the CIO con- 
stitution and, by virtue of those powers, revoke the certificate of affiliation 
heretofore granted to the UPW and expel it from the CIO.” 

A report by the Committee on the Judiciary, United States Senate, entitled 
“Subversive Control of the United Public Workers of America,” was issued during 
1952. The following is quoted from that report: 

“It should be a matter of deep concern to every patriotic American that the 
United Public Workers of America, which is sustained by contributions from 
30,000 to 35,000 members who are employed by various units of government in 
this country, is under the control of the Communist Party which is dedicated to 
the destruction of our Government. The subcommittee doubts, however, that the 
majority of the rank and file of the membership is cognizant of, or would know- 
ingly support, the Communist leadership of the organization. The subcommittee 
expresses the hope that when the rank and file of the membership of the United 
Public Workers of America learn the truth concerning the Communist leader- 
ship of the organization, they will take effective action to rout such leadership 
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The United Public Workers of America started organizing in the Territory 
of Hawaii in the early part of 1946. Early recruiting was done by Wilfred M. 
Oka, who was also an active member of the Communist Party of Hawaii at that 
time, and who later was one of the so-cal'ed reluctant 39. 

In May 1947 Abram Flaxer, international president of the union, and Henry 
B. Epstein, of the national office, came to Hawaii in connection with UPWA’s 
organizational program here. Flaxer has been identified several times as a party 
member, and Epstein has been identified as belonging to a semiclosed group of 
the Communist Party of Hawaii in 1948. Other information possessed by this 
Commission indicates that Epstein was a member of the party when he arrived 
in Hawaii in 1947. 

During Flaxer’s 1947 visit he, Oka, and Epstein, toured the Territory for the 
purpose of “intensifying the unionization of government workers.” 

As a part of this recruitment campaign, Oka scheduled a meeting of the United 
Public Workers of America (CIO) on May 16, 1947, at the Mabel Smyth Memorial 
building. It was announced that this meeting was for the purpose of hearing 
Flaxer, and that it was sponsored by the Oahu CIO council, comprised of the 
United Public Workers of America, the International Longshoremen’s and Ware- 
housemen’s Union, the National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards. the 
American Communications Association, the United Office and Professional Work- 
ers of America, and the National Maritime Union. All of these unions were cited 
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, in 1944, as having “Communist 
leadership * * * strongly entrenched,” and, with the exception of the National 
Maritime Union, were expelled from the CIO in 1950 because of their Communist 
domination. 

Epstein remained in Hawaii after Flaxer’s departure and is now the regional 
director of UPWA. 

Robert Weinstein, national director of organization of the UPWA, visited 
Hawaii during September 1950, and attended the Territorial UPWA convention 
held in Honolulu during Labor Day weekend. This convention voted resolutions 
supporting the national UPWA ieaders and Harry Bridges, ILWU president. 
Another resolution gave formal thanks to the ILWU of Hawaii for its assistance 
and support. It was announced at this convention that the membership of 
UPWA numbered 1,500. On the basis of the number of delegates authorized by 
the UPWA constitution, the membership by various islands would have been 
as follows: 

Members 
Kauai, 4 delegates , 300 to 399 
Maui, 6 delegates 500 to 599 
Hawaii, 5 delegates 400 to 499 
Oahu, 2 delegates___._- chica eiaainalidtipe dane AA ati ted lin eterniceee coat 100 to 199 


1,300 to 1, 696 

Abram Faxler again visited Hawaii in November 1951. The announced pur- 
pose of his visit was to “step up our organizing activities.” Flaxer stated that 
UPWA had made a lot of progress here but that “in my estimation we can really 
achieve a mass organization on all the islands.” Accompanied by Epstein, he 
is reported to have spent 3 days on Hawaii, 1 day on Maui, and 1 day on Kauai. 
Epstein announced on December 4, 1951, that the membership of UPWA had 
ausattte 4 to 5 times since his arrival in Hawaii in 1947 to a total of about 

Two local unions, the Culinary and Service Workers Union and the Independ- 
ent Taxi Drivers Union, are connected with the UPWA. 

It is obvious and significant that the effective leadership and recruiting op- 
erations of the UPWA in Hawaii have been maintained under Communist 
control and out of the hands of public employees. These Communists have 
been prominent in the UPWA: 

Henry B. Epstein Wilfred M. Oka 


Robert M. Kempa Ralph V. Vossbrink 
Stephen T. Murin 


With the exception of Kemna, these persons were not public workers. While 
an employee of the Board of Water Supply of the City and County of Honolulu, 
Kempa also was a prominent, but undisclosed, member of the Communist Party 
of Hawaii. He was at the same time active in promoting the UPWA.~ In 1949 
the legislature amended the form of loyalty oath required of public officers and 
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employees in Hawaii to include a statement that the affiant was not, and had 
not been during the previous 5 years, a member of the Communist Party. 
Kempa left public employment rather than sign the new form of oath, but 
continued active in both the UPWA and the Communist Party. 

Other persons who have been employed by UPWA include Ah Quon McElrath, 
Jeannette Rohrbough, and LeRoy Linsley, Jr. The first two have been identi- 
fied Communist Party members; Linsley has been active in the Hawaii Civil 
Rights Congress, a Communist “front.” 

The UPWA. in Hawaii has maintained a close relationship with the Commnu- 
nist-controlled ILWU. Much time on the ILWU radio programs has been made 
available to UPWA. The ILWU “dispatcher” is a consistent supporter of the 
UPWA. The latter’s regional offices are located in the ILWU headquarters 
building in Honolulu. 

The UPWA has provided financial and moral support for the Honolulu 
Record by frequent insertions of messages of fraternal greetings, season’s greet- 
ings, and congratulatory messages. The latest corporate exhibit of the Honolulu 
Record shows that the Culinary and Service Workers Union (UPWA) is a 
Record stockholder. The Record, in return, has given much favorable pub- 
licity to the UPWA. 

There has been a close tie between the UPWA and the Hawaii Civil Liberties 
Committee and its successor, the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress. Epstein has 
been a featured speaker at several meetings of this organization. Wilfred M. 
Oka, Ralph V. Vossbrink, Robert M. Kempa, and Stephen T. Murin, UPWA 
officials, were also members of the HCRC. Murin and Kempa, served as officers 
of HCRC—Murin as chairman in 1948 and 1950, and as vice chairman in 1951; 
Kempa as treasurer in 1951. Murin now is the UPWA representative on the 
Island of Hawaii. 

The total membership of the UPWA is reliably reported as being not more 
than 35,000, including members in the United States proper, Alaska, Hawaii, 
and the Canal Zone. The population of these areas is approximately 150 
million. It is significant that the Territory of Hawaii, with about 500,000 
people, or a little more than three-tenths of 1 percent of the United States 
population, has an estimated 2,000 UPWA members, or about 5.7 percent of its 
total membership. 

The commission considers that the United Public Workers of America is under 
the control of the Communist Party. The apparent coalition of the UPWA with 
other Communist-controlled unions in Hawaii presents a potentially grave 
security menace in case of a national emergency, and is an ever-present threat 
against the economy of the Territory. However, it does not appear that the 
rank-and-file membership of the UPWA understands that it is Communist led, or 
that any of the public employees involved are members of the Communist Party. 

In 1951 the legislature enacted statutes requiring a sworn, personal-history 
statement of public officers and employees. The form of statement later promul- 
gated by the Territorial loyalty board, pursuant to statute, contains questions 
requiring express disclosure of present and past subversive activities or affilia- 
tions. The effective Communist leaders in the UPWA remain, however, not 
subject to the loyalty laws because they do not hold public positions. 

Although this commission makes no express recommendation for legislation on 
the subject, it suggests to the legislature that consideration be given to the 
question whether paid leaders and employees of the UPWA, who are not public 
officers or public employees, be required to present themselves for the same 
scrutiny required of the workers they lead and represent. When officials of 
the Territory and its political subdivisions are called upon to deal with repre- 
sentatives of employees’ unions and associations, it is believed that such officials 
are entitled to know whether they are dealing with loyal citizens or with 
subversives. 

CoMMUNISTS IN PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT 


Investigation during the past 2 years indicates that, except for the successful 
program of recruitment of public employees into the Communist-led United 
Public Workers of America, the Communist Party and its sympathizers have no 
significant influence among public employees and officers in Hawaii. 

A large part of the work of this commission’s staff during the past year has 
been devoted to reviewing and evaluating approximately 24,000 sworn, personal- 
history statements submitted by public officers and public employees pursuant 
to the provisions of Act 256, Session Laws of Hawaii, 1951. 
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In the course of the past 2 years, this commission has found evidence that 
4 public-school teachers in Hawaii had been members of the Communist Party in 
the past, although that fact was not known to the department of public instruc- 
tion. Two of the teachers were Communist Party members in Hawaii, while two 
had been in the party on the mainland. 

Only 1 of the 4 teachers, however, was found to have had any connection with 
Communist elements in Hawaii in recent years, This teacher, in his testimony 
before this commission and in submitting his sworn, personal-history statement 
pursuant to Act 256, denied any connection with the Communist Party. While 
he was subsequently being investigated by the commission, he suddenly left the 
Territory and resigned his position. He has not returned. 

Two teachers revealed, in their personal-history statements, that they had been 
Communist Party members in prewar years. These cases have been investigated 
and the persons concerned have been interviewed. Finding no reasonable basis 
on which to doubt the loyalty of the public employees involved, the commission 
has not referred their cases to the Territorial loyalty board and, in fairness 
to the persons concerned, does not include their names in this report. 

The fourth person mentioned left public employment during the pendency of 
the Reinecke case in 1948 and several months after the Governor of Hawaii 
announced that proceedings would be taken against other Communists in public 
employment. It is perhaps of some interest that the incomplete nature of this 
individual's personnel file in the department of public instruction (see annex 13 
to the 1951 report of this commission) was one of the factors that led this 
commission to recommend that complete, sworn, personal-history statements be 
required of public employees. Because the individual concerned has not been 
in public office or public employment since 1948, he is not subject to Act 256. 
This commission, therefore, has not reported the case to the Territorial loyalty 
board. 

Two other public employees, one in the Territorial government and the other 
in the government of the city and county of Honolulu, have only recently been 
reliably identified as having been members of the Communist Party of Hawaii 
in 1947 or 1948. An inspection of the sworn, personal-history statements sub- 
mitted by the two employees shows that each has denied ever having been a 
member of the Communist Party or having attended Communist Party meetings. 
Because the individuals involved and the investigation of their cases would be 
prejudiced thereby, the names of the two employees concerned are not reported 
at this time. 

Another two persons connected with local government have been mentioned 
in sworn testimony under circumstances indicating possible past membership 
in the Communist Party, but the commission will require corroborating evidence 
before naming the persotis in its reports or referring their cases to the loyalty 
board. Investigation will continue. 

In its 1951 report, the commission stated that some public employees had 
participated in postwar Communist study groups. The two cases of chief 
eoncern have been closed, one by the employee’s resignation and departure from 
the Territory and the other by reason of the fact that no other evidence indi- 
eating the employee’s past or present Communist Party affiliation was found. 
Further evidence concerning the identity and procedures of Communist discus- 
sion groups in Hawaii has been gathered, and the participation of some public 
employees has been noted. However, except as otherwise specially mentioned 
in this report, the topic is of no further present interest in a discussion of the 
matter of Communists in public office and public employment. 

Another public employee has been the concern of this commission because his 
permission to enter a military area was withdrawn because he was considered 
a “poor security risk.” Although not afforded access to information possessed 
by the Federal Government, the commission was able to determine, from main- 
land associates of this employee, the nature of his situation. Close inspection of 
his activities in the Territory of Hawaii for the past 7 years fails to reveal any 
improper activities on his part. The employee’s superiors in government are 
aware of his background and, like this commission, deem action unnecessary. 

With the exception of the cases mentioned above, there have been no public 
officers or public employees who have been of specific concern to this commission 
during the past 2 years. No cases of whose loyalty is in doubt have been 
referred by the commission to the torial loyalty board under the provi- 
sions of section 11, Act 256, Session Laws of Hawaii 1951. 
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In addition to the cases mentioned above, it may be of particular interest 
to the legislature and to Territorial and county department heads that during 
the past 15 years there have been in public office or public employment more 
than a score of persons who were at the time or previously had been members 
of the Communist Party, although not known as such to their superiors in 
Government, Among the persons of that type were: 


Edward Berman: Tax Appeal Court 

Howard Clarke: Territorial treasurer’s office 

Charles K. Fujimoto: University of Hawaii (nonfaculty) 

Hileen. T. Fujimoto: Department of public instruction 

Jack W. Hall: Department of labor and industrial relations; member, Honolulu 
Police Commission 

wee 0. Hall: Department of public welfare; secretary to a Territorial 
senator 

Eunice Hamano: Department of institutions 

Richard M. Kageyama: Supervisor, city and county of Honolulu; delegate, 
Hawaii Constitutional Convention (1950) 

Robert M. Kempa: Board of Water Supply, City and County of Honolulu 

Ah Quon McElrath: Department of public welfare 

Jeanette M. Nakama: Department of publie welfare 

Adrian Palomino: University of Hawaii (nonfaculty) 

Harve Palomino: University of Hawaii (nonfaculty) 

Aiko T. Reinecke: Department of public instruction 

~ - Reinecke: Department of public instruction; University of Hawaii 
(faculty) 

Frank G. Silva: Delegate, Hawaii Constitutional Convention (1950) 

Henry 8S. Toyama: University of Hawaii 

Kazu-T. Vossbrink: Department of public welfare 

Ky G. Wenkam: Board of Parks and Recreation, City and County of 

onolulu 


Of the former public officers and public employees listed above, four are now 
being tried in the United States district court, in Honolulu, on an indictment 
alleging a conspiracy to violate the Smith Act. The four who are among the 
so-called Hawaii Seven are: 

Charles K. Fujimoto 
Eileen T. Fujimoto 
Jack W. Hall 

John EB. Reinecke 

The executive board, which heads the Communist Party of Hawaii, often has 
had at least one public employee sitting as a member. Of the public employees 
named in the foregoing list, six have been members of the executive board of 
the party: 

Charles K. Fujimoto 
Eileen T. Fujimoto 
Jack W. Hall 

Ah Quon McElrath 
Adrian Palomino 
John E, Reinecke 

The recruitment and “development” of public officers and public employees 
always has been considered of prime importance by the Communist Party, both 
because such persons may influence official policy and because they may provide 
confidential information to the Communist apparatus. Thus, the Communist 
Party has taken especial care to conceal the fact of party membership of persons 
in government and, likewise, to protect its sources of information among 
sympathizers. 

Thus, in 1948, when the Communist Party of Hawaii began seriously to 
tighten its security measures, most members connected with the Territorial or 
county governments were detached from their former party cells and transferred 
to a secret group that was to remain out of contact with ordinary Communist 
eells. Included in the secret group were not only government employees, but 
also Henry B. Epstein, regional director of the Communist-controlled United 
Public Workers of America, and his wife, Sylvia. Epstein’s job then, as now, was 
to recruit public workers into his Communist-lead organization. 

A prime objective of the Communist Party is to develop sources of information 
and influence within the government. This is made clear by the Hiss case, the 
other disclosures of Whittaker Chambers and those of Elizabeth Bentley, and the 
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findings of the Canadian Royal Commission investigating Russian espionage. 
The party’s aims at the national level are no different from those at the State, 
Territorial, county, or municipal levels. 

Thus, it was of serious concern to this commission that on March 21, 1951, 
Robert W. McElrath, ILWU radio commentator and prominent Communist Party 
functionary, reported with great accuracy the proceedings held earlier that day 
in an executive session of the Territorial house of representatives. At that 
session, the counsel of this commission appeared and spoke before the represent- 
atives on the contents of this commission’s 1951 report (which at the time had 
not been released to the public). In a session that lasted about 2% hours, the 
comntission’s counsel was asked and answered many questions. Some answers 
ampl fied the report and furnished information not contained therein. The 
acctirate nature of the McElrath’s reporting made it clear that he had a con- 
fidential source within the executive session. Because all present at that session 
were public officers or public employees, the import of that incident is apparent. 

During February 1953 McElrath purported to quote confidential reeords of 
government security agencies in three radio broadcasts. All information men- 
tioned by McEtrath was in ‘possession of Territorial officers or agencies, and the 
sources of the information are known to this commission. 

This commission reports the matters contained in the foregoing two para- 
graphs for the obvious reason that either McElrath has obtained such informa- 
tion by illegal means from the house chamber, in the one case, or from confiden- 
tial fies, in the other, or he has been supplied such information by willing co- 
operators within the Territorial government. If the former be true, then Mc- 
Elrath merely has succeeded in giving a demonstration of the local application of 
clandestine methods known to have been indulged in by Communists elsewhere. 
If that not be the case, then McElrath has revealed the fact that his sources of 
information include Territorial officers or employees entrusted with confidential 
information. 

Whether the one alternative or the other be true, this commission suggests 
that the dangers inherent in the situation must be clear. Investigation is 
continuing. 

In concluding this discussion of the topic of public officers and public em- 
ployees, the commission deems it appropriate to record the fact that Bouslog & 
Symonds, Honolulu attorneys who have been prominent in the defense of Com- 
munist Party members in Hawaii, have taken the position that the investigation 
of Communist Party matters involves national defense and security and therefore 
should not be handled by the Territorial government. The commission on sub- 
versive activities finds itself in complete agreement with Bouslog & Symonds that 
Communist Party activities do concern national defense and security, but the 
commission believes that the subject is one properly for local cognizance also. 

Because, as Bouslog & Symonds say, Communist Party activities affect national 
defense and security, this commission need not stress the continuing necessity 
for investigation and exposure of communism in Hawaii particularly with refer- 
ence to Communists who may hold or seek public office or public employment. 


ANNEx I 


Hawa Crviz RieHts Congress BULLETIN 


The legislature passed three loyalty bills during the regular session. 

These bills follow a pattern set in Washington, a pattern which tries to upset 
the methods and procedures of American institutions—of determining guilt 
or innocence, and of determining the loyalty of a person. 

Up to now, it has been the American tradition to require that a person be 
proven guilty before being punished. These Hawaiian loyalty bills reverse this. 
They require that a person prove his innocence before he can be considered 
for Territorial employment. ; 

Up to now, it has been the tradition in our country that a person has th 
right to face his accuser, to cross-examine him, to show him to be wrong; 
he has been permitted to see the evidence which is used against him; he has 
been protected from lies, rumor, or hearsay evidence. The Hawaiian loyalty 
bills reverse this. These bills would permit the use of testimony offered by 
any person against a job applicant or officeholder. The accused person could not 
face his accuser; could not cross-examine him to show his motive, or his in- 
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tention. He could not see the evidence against himself, evidence which could 
consist of ouright lies or slander. 

The fifth amendment to the United States Constitution gives a person the right 
not to testify against himself. The Supreme Court in December 1950, stated 
in a unanimous decision that the right of nonincrimination under the fifth 
amendment is a basic part of the American legal structures, and ruled that 
persons cannot be forced to testify against themselves. 

Bill 1057 states specifically. that any government employee who cites the 
guaranties of the fifth amendment to protect what he considerss to be his rights 
is automatically dismissed. This bill violates both the United States Con- 
stitution and the Hawaiian Organic Act. 


DO THESE BILLS CONCERN YOU? 


Your reaction might be, “Well, these bills are aimed at government employees 
and don’t concern me. Why should I get excited?” 

First, these bills are a part of the pattern of suppressing any opinion, any 
belief that is unpopular. It is the pattern of keeping the people quiet, of 
holding up to contempt anyone who dares to think or talk for himself on 
subjects that are unpopular with others. 

Secondly, they accept the idea of guilt by association. For instance, if you 
are in sympathy with organizations which are fighting for world peace while 
the present attitude is for war, you will be “guilty by association’ because the 
Attorney General says that any organization which is fighting for peace is a 
Communist or Communist front organization. You will therefore be declared a 
bad security risk and will not be cleared for government work. 

Third, the pattern which is being accepted at present applies to govern- 
ment workers. Already, many clever employers see the wonderful tool that 
a loyalty bill can be in their business to smash unions and eliminate militant 
workers.. If the government has the right to fire suspected Communists, on 
hearsay, rumors, and lies, why not private employers? This has already been 
tried in some places. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 


Telephone your representative and senator—today—or Friday at the latest. 


Tell him to kill these bills. 
Write to the HCRC for more information. Box 2120, Honolulu. 


ANNEX 2 


Hawa Crvit Ricuts CoNnGREss, 
Post Office Bow 2120, Honolulu, August 30, 1951. 

Dear MEMBER OR FRIEND: You ate face to face with an ugly truth. ‘The fact 
is that our Nation is a victim of fear and intimidation. 

Today, political arrests, dawn raids, and persecution are a reality in Hawaii. 

Hawaiian citizens, representative of all that is good in our country, are polit- 
ical prisoners. 

The Hawaii Civil Rights Congress asks you to give serious consideration to 
the accompanying bulletin. After reading, please give it to a friend along with 
this letter. 

Then, please stop to consider the urgent need of your support. Send a con- 
tribution—as large a contribution as possible—to the vitally needed defense 
fund for the Honolulu Seven. 

A minimum of $5,000 must be raised. 

Contribute all you can; it is for your defense. 

Sincerely, 
Craupe W. WHITE, 
Chairman, Hawaii Civil Rights Congress. 


WHO IS THE MAN IN CHAINS? 


With the dawn arrests of seven working-class leaders in Honolulu, thousands 
of. persons were deprived of basic constitutional rights. 

It was not Jack Hall, Charles K. Fujimoto, Koji Ariyoshi, or any of the other 
seven workers who were chained by the arrest under the terms of the Smith Act. 
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It is you who was deprived of the right of free speech by the Gestapo-style 
raids. 
You are the man in chains. 


WHAT IS BEHIND THESE RAIDS AND ARRESTS ? 


More clearly than in any of the other seizures of alleged Communists, the 
FBI in Honolulu has tipped its hand. More nakedly than in any other arrests 
the FBI has been exposed as partners in the campaign to malign and smear the 
militant unions and the courageous expression of criticism of governmental 
policies. 

The timing of the raids with the final week of negotiations in Hawaii’s great 
sugar industry, lays bare the ugly nature of the plan. The simultaneous arrest 
of two staff members of the only independent and prolabor newspaper in Hawaii 
is a flagrant violation of the first amendment of our Constitution. It is no coin- 
cidence that the Honolulu Record is the only local newspaper which has con- 
sistently supported the wage demands of the members of the ILWU. 


LET’S LOOK AT THE RECORD 


Who are the people seized by the FBI? What are their crimes? Whom have 
they offended? 

The amazing fact is that not 1 of the 7 has been charged with any offense 
against society, government, or private property. They have been charged with 
the violation of the Smith Act. The Smith Act makes a mockery of the rights 
of free speech and thought; and the case at hand is the best proof of the fact. 
Tt was the Smith Act of which two Justices of the Supreme Court recently 
said that its administration seriously limits the protections afforded by the Bill 
of Rights of our Constitution. 

The facts in this case are startlingly clear. Every 1 of the arrested 7 are 
persons of good character. They are working people—a stenographer, a con- 
struction foreman, scholars of stature, newspapermen, and a labor leader. 

Each of the 7 has 1 trait in common, a trait which has made them “dangerous.” 
That trait is their devotion to the working people of Hawaii. This is their crime. 
This is the reason for their outrageous detention. 

The FBI has shown by their arrests of labor leaders and militant trade union- 
ists that it can be used to embarrass unions and to help employers. It has shown 
by its arrests of the staff of the Honolulu Record that it will try to silence all who 
stand against monopolization of the world’s resources. The FBI has shown 
that it will arrest anyone who dares to protest America’s drive for world domi- 
nation as some of the seven have done. 

The arrest of these seven citizens is a warning to all honest citizens. It marks 
the danger point in our slowly vanishing civil rights. The point has been reached 
where anyone who dares to say what he thinks is in danger. 

Because of this, the only protection for you—for your right to speak clearly, 
to think freely, to write truthfully—is to demand these rights for the seven. 

You must demand the end of political arrests, the end of thought control. You 
must write to President Truman demanding the repeal of the Smith Act. Re- 
member, the man in chains is you. Honolulu Civil Rights Congress, Box 2120. 


ANNEX 3 


HCRC BULLetin 
NOVEMBER 26, 1951. 

Dear MEMBER AND FRIEND: Since the indictment of the seven Hawaii residents 
under the Smith Act, the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress has been active in the 
defense campaign for these defendants, The HCRC has come to the defense of 
these defendants because we feel that the basic issue involved in this case is 
that of the preservation of civil liberties. The issues in this case are explained 
in our pamphlet, Free Speech or the Smith Act. Copies of this pamphlet are 
available to members who wish to pass them on to others. 

Among some of the activities that the HCRC has carried on recently are the 
distribution of various leaflets and pamphlets dealing with the Smith Act, the 
holding of a very successful party to raise funds for the defendants, a house-to- 
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house campaign to explain the case of the seven defendants, and the raising of 
funds through appeals to individuals here and on the mainland. 

The recent increasing attacks on the civil liberties of the people by the present 
administration call for a more vigorous fight for the preservation of these rights. 
the HCRC intends to carry on this fight. We ask our members and friends to 
increase their efforts to alert more and more people to the necessity of speaking 
out now for the defense of our civil rights. 


HOUSE-TO-HOUSE CAMPAIGN 


On November 11, 1951, a group of HCRC members and friends conducted a 
house-te-house canvass in the Damon Tract district. This group distributed 
leaflets and explained the meaning of the Smith Act and its danger to all citizens 
and residents of America. The canvassers reported a very good and encouraging 
response from those approached. Some funds were also collected for the defense 
fund of the Hawaii Smith Act victims. This canvassing program reveals a sore 
need for acquainting the people in Honolulu on the meaning of the Smith Act as 
it. applies to all of us. 

The next house-to-house campaign will be conducted on Sunday, December 2, 
1951. You are urged to take part in this program: Meet us at Thomas Square 
at 9 a. m. and take part in this important work. 


“FREE SPEECH OR THE SMITH ACT” 


The HCRC has mailed and distributed close to 10,000 copies of its pamphlet, 
Free Speech or the Smith Act, both in Hawaii and on the mainland. This pampb- 
let gives the historic dissenting opinions of Supreme Court Justices Black and 
Douglas and the views of others who regard the Smith Act as being in conflict 
with the first amendment to the Constitution. The leaflets were distributed to 
persons in all walks of life—professionais, students, workers, and the man on 
the street. 

MORE CONTRIBUTIONS NEEDED 


Although there have been generous contributions from many individuals, both 
here and on the mainland, there is still a great need for more contributions to 
the defense fund for the Hawaii Seven. You are urged to contact at least two 
persons and solicit contributions for this fund. Mail this contribution along with 
your own to the HCRC at once Jor this money will be needed to assist in the 
fight against the Smith Act as it is applied in the case of the seven Hawaii citizens 
who are presently indicted under its provisions. 


ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS 


The time for the election of new officers and a new executive board is also 
approaching. Good leadership is necessary for carrying on the fight for civil 
liberties, so give serious thought to the selection of candidates for these offices 
and send your selections to the executive board at once. 


1952 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 


Membership renewal time is approaching. You can help to build HCRC in 
the community by urging at least two presons to join the organization. Make 
three new membership subscriptions your goal for this year’s membership cam- 
paign (including yourown). Start now! 


WHAT YOU CAN DO TO FIGHT THE SMITH ACT 


1. Write letters and send telegram of protest to the President and the Attorney 
General of the United States demanding that prosecutions under the Smith 
and McCarran Acts be stopped. 

2. Demand that the civil rights of Americans be restored by the repeal of the 
Smith Act and the McCarran Act. 

Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, Post Office Box 2120, Honolulu, T. H. 





2754 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


ANNEX 4 
THE CASE or THE Hawar Smith Act Victims 
IN DEFENDING THEM YOU DEFEND YOURSELF 


On August 28, 1951, seven citizens of Hawaii were arrested by the FBI. They 
were charged with violation of the Smith Act. 


WHO ARE THE SEVEN? 


The seven are Jack W. Hall, regional director of the International Longshore- 
men's and Warehousemen’s Union; Charles K. Fujimoto, chairman of the Com- 
munist Party of Hawaii; and his wife, Eileen; Koji Ariyoshi and Jack Kimoto, 
editor and staff member, respectively, of the weekly Honolulu Record: Dr. John 
E. Reinecke, former schoolteacher; and Dwight James Freeman, construction 
worker and labor organizer. 

THEIR RECORD 


As regional director of the ILWU since 1944, Jack Hall has led the largest 
union in the Territory of Hawaii in winning long-needed wave increases and 
fundamental improvements in working and living cenditions for thousands of 
Hawaii's basic workers in the sugar, pineapple, longshore, and allied industries. 

The Honolulu Record is the only independent progressive newspaper in the 
Territory and is the only paper that supports labor and fights for peace and civil 
liberties. Koji Ariyoshi and Jack Kimoto have been associated with the paper 
since its formation in 1948. 

Charles K. Fujimoto gave up his position as research chemist at the University 
of Hawaii’s Experiment Station in 1948, to work full-time for the Communist 
Party. His wife, Eileen, is employed by the ILWU as a stenographer and is 
active in civil-rights activities. 

Dr. John E. Reinecke, a well-known scholar and a public-school teacher for 19 
years, is recognized as a stanch supporter of labor and an outspoken progressive. 

Dwight James Freeman has been a longtime labor organizer among construc- 
tion workers both here and on the mainland. 


THE BASIC ISSUE 


The issue in these cases is simply the preservation of the right of free speech. 
The seven are not charged with a single overt criminal act. They are not charged 
with conspiring to overthrow the Government. They are charged only with 
“conspiracy” to exercise the right of free speech. If free speech can be denied 
to Communists, avowed or alleged, it can be denied to anyone. It can be denied 
to you. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 


You can help preserve your constitutional right of free speech by calling for 
the repeal of the Smith Act. You can defend yourself by coming to the defense 
of the seven Hawaii Smith Act victims. 


Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, Post Office Box 2021, Honolulu, T. H. 


ANNEX 5 


Hawatr Crvit Riauts Coneress BULLETIN 


Dear MEMBER AND Frrenp: At the general membership meeting on February 1, 

1952, the following officers for 1952 were elected : 
Chairman: Claude White 
Vice chairman: Virginia Ho 
Secretary-treasurer: Evelyn Murin 

A 10-member executive board was also elected at that time. The executive 
board was expanded to 10 members in order to give more flexibility to the work 
of the HCRC in the community. With a board of this size, it will be possible 
to work more effectively on different projects simultaneously. 

Wallace Ho, port agent for the National Union of Marine Cooks and Stewards, 
was guest speaker at this meeting. Mr. Ho stressed that now more than ever 
before, organizations such as the HCRC should intensify their efforts to maintain 
civil rights. Mr. Ho also emphasized the need for world peace. 
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The program for the HCRC for 1952 will be the continuation of the fight 
for civil liberties in the United States and Hawaii. Our immediate gval is the 
‘successful defense of the Hawaii victims of the Smith Act. You are urged to 
contribute generously to the defense fund. 


SMITH ACT CASE 


Since the indictment of the seven Hawaii residents under the Smith Act, 
the HCKC has participated in their defense. We have distributed leaflets, 
pampliets, and collected funds for their defense. 

Judge McLaughlin recently denied without a hearing all 10 motions filed by 
the defendants. Later, however, the judge granted a hearing for the motion 
challenging the grand jury. ‘The hearing is in progress now. 

We are informed that a committee for the defense of the Hawaii Seven has 
been formed. ‘This committee is now raising funds. Mrs. Aiko Tokimasa 
Reinecke is the secretary of this committee, which is called Hawaii Connunittee 
for Smith Act Defendants (Post-Office Box 3641, Honolulu). We urge all 
HCRC members to support this committee. © 

The HCRC distributed over 2,000 leaflets in the downtown area of Honolulu 
on Thursday, February 21. This leaflet, which carried thumbnail sketches of 
the lives and activities of the seven Smith Act victims, was distributed during 
the hours of 8 and 9 p. m. by members of HCRC. Leaflet distribution is a regular 
part of HCRC activities. You can do your part in the fight for civil liberties by 
taking part in some of these activities. 


1952 MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 


Membership renewal time is here. Your help is needed to build HCRC in 
our community. Send your membership dues in immediately to the executive 
board. We are enclosing membership applications for you to use in making 
your renewal, plus two additional renewals or new memberships. Make this 
your next task. Start now. 


HCRC ANNIVERSARY PARTY 


HCRC has planned to have its second anniversary party on March 8, 1952, 
at Hauula. We will celebrate our second birthday and at the same time raise 
funds to carry on the fight for civil liberties in Hawaii. Make your plans now 
to attend this affair, for which we are enclosing a ticket. Remember the date— 
March 8, 1952—the time—2 p. m. until ?. 


WE CHARGE GENOCIDE 


Gur first order of the book, We Charge Genocide, has been sold out. we are 
now taking additional orders for this significant book. As you know, William 
L. Patterson, national chairman of the CRC, presented this book to the United 
Nations as documentary evidence of the genocidal policies of the United States 
Government against the Negro people in America. A resolution is under con- 
sideration which will request a hearing of the charges before the Commission 
on Human Rights of the U. N. The progress of this action will be reported in 
subsequent bulletins. Send in your order for this book. The price is $1.50. 


MAJORS-PALAKIKO CASE 


The HCRC contributed $50 to the Majors-Palakiko Defense Committee during 
its drive to save the lives of these young men. The HCRC took this action 
because basic civil-rights issues are involved in this case. Gi\e your support 
to the Majors-Palakiko case. More help will be needed when the case goes 
before the appeals court. 

Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, Post Office Box 2120, Honolulu, T. H. 
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ANNEX 6 
HCRC BuLLetin 
May 6, 1952 
THE HAWAII SMITH ACT CASE TO DATE 


After the spectacular dawn arrests by FBI agents of seven island residents 
under the Smith Act on August 28, 1951, the Hawaii case has been marked with 
unprecedented events and victories which make the case a significant one. The 
case to date demonstrates that an increasing number of people in Hawaii, 
especially the workers in the basic industries, are not being swept by hysteria 
and fooled by the Government’s contention that the seven Smith Act defendants 
constitute a danger to the United States Government. 

Following is a résumé of events in the Smith Act case to date: 

Seven island residents were arrested at 6: 30 a. m. on August 28, 1951, by FBI 
agents and charged with violation of the Smith Act. Books and pamphlets were 
seized without warrant by the agents. The defendants were taken to FBI head- 
quarters, where they were fingerprinted and photographed. They were refused 
right to counsel. They were then transported to United States Commissioner 
Judge Steiner’s chambers at 8:30 a. m., where bail was set at $75,000, at the 
request of the acting United States attorney for Hawaii, Howard K. Hoddick 
(acting on orders of now ousted Attorney General J. Howard McGrath). 

A few hours later the case was carried from Judge Steiner’s court to that 
presided over by Federal Judge Delbert E. Metzger on habeas corpus proceedings 
brought by Attorneys Myer S. Symonds and Harriet Bouslog. Judge Metzger set 
bail for the defendants at $5,000 each. The defendants posted bail moments 
later and were set free. 

The defendants are Jack W. Hall, regional director of the International Long- 
shoremen’s and Warehousemen’s Union; Charles K. Fujimoto, chairman of. the 
Communist Party of Hawaii, and his wife, Eileen; Koji Ariyoshi and Jack 
Kimoto, editor and staff member, respectively, of the weekly Honolulu Record; 
Dr. John BE. Reinecke, former schoolteacher; and Dwight James Freeman, con- 
struction worker and former labor organizer. 

The arrests took place in the midst of crucial negotiations for a contract 
between the ILWU and the Hawaii sugar industry, involving approximately 
20,000 sugar workers. Defendant Jack Hall was acting as one of the principal 
spokesmen of the sugar workers. Immediately after the arrest of Hall, negotia- 
tions were broken off by the 25-member ILWU negotiating committee, which 
issued a statement denouncing Hall’s arrest. The statement stated in part: 
“This is a typical stab in the back in the midst of sugar negotiations. The nego- 
tiating committee pledges its full confidence and support for Jack Hall. Nego- 
tiation sessions will be suspended until Hall is available to meet with us: We 
will fight this dirty attack against our union with all the power at our command. 
The sugar workers will not be intimidated or confused into retreating from 
their demands.” 

At the request of the ILWU, Hall was permitted by the United States marshal 
te meet with the union’s negotiating committee in the marshal’s office. (Note: 
The membership of the ILWU stood solidly behind Hall, recognizing his attack 
as an attack also upon the union, and, through this solidarity, the ILWU members 
were able to win major contractual victories in the sugar, pineapple, and long- 
shore industries). 

Meanwhile the Hawaii grand jury was called into action and, after deliberating 
for a day and a half, it returned an indictment against the seven. Judge Metzger 
thereupon raised the bail to $7,500. 

Judge Metzger’s granting of bail lower than that requested by the Attorney 
General to the seven defendants brought a storm of protest and indignation from 
Hawaii’s dailies and antilabor crowd and administration bigwigs in Washing- 
ton, most vociferous of whom was Senator Joseph C. O’Mahoney, who predicted 
that Judge Metzger, whose term was to expire shortly, would not be reappointed 
because he reduced the bail from $75,000 to $5,000. Judge Metzger remained 
firm, and defended his position by insisting that bail was never intended to be 
punishment. He also rejected United States Attorney Hoddick’s affidavit and 
certificate of bias and prejudice against him for reducing bail to $5,000. (Judge 
Metzger was vindicated sometime later when the United States Supreme Court 
unanimously ruled that $50,000 bail for 12 Communist Party leaders in Cali- 
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fornia was too high and stated further that the “traditional right to freedom 
before conviction permits the unhampered preparation of a defense, and serves 
to prevent the infliction of punishment prior to conviction.” The Supreme Court 
decision also said that “to infer from the fact of indictment alone a need for bail in 
an unusually high amount is an arbitrary act.” It is interesting to note that al- 
though Judge Metzger was denounced by leading politicians in Washington and 
the local press, he nevertheless was endorsed by the Bar Association of Hawaii 
for the post of Federal judge, for which he sought reappointment. ) 

With the change of calendar of the Federal court during the week of October 
10, Judge J. Frank McLaughlin took over the criminal calendar, thereby entering 
the Hawaii Smith Act case as its presiding judge. On November 21, 5 of the 7 
defendants filed affidavits of bias and prejudice against Judge McLaughlin and 
asked him to disqualify himself. They charged that Judge McLaughlin had 
shown himself unfit to try the case because of his previous public utterances 
against Communists, alleged Communists, and alleged Communist sympathizers. 
Judge McLaughlin refused to disqualify himself, disclaiming bias and prejudice 
against the defendants. 

On November 30, the defendants filed 10 motions with voluminous documenta- 
tion seeking dismissal of the indictment. Among these were a motion to dis- 
miss the indictment (because of constitutional reasons), a motion to dismiss 
because of evidence illegally obtained and because of matters occurring before 
the grand jury. A motion for bills of particulars and motions for separate trials 
were also filed. Also filed was a motion challenging the validity of the grand 
jury which returned the indictment on the ground that the jury was illegally 
constituted. 

In connection with the Hawaii Smith Act case, a development that rocked the 
community was the sensational exposure of the sordid role of the FBI in the 
case. Two FBI agents, James Condon and Richard Burrus, were secretly re- 
corded by: ILWU Publicity Director Robert McElrath in their attempt to arrange 
a deal with Defendant Jack Hall through ILWU Education Director David E. 
Thompson. The agents were recorded as saying that. if Hall would play ball 
with the FBI, they would attempt to dismiss the indictment against him and 
make the indictment “6” instead of “7.” The recordings were aired over an 
islandwide network through the T[LWU radio program, and they revealed to 
thousands of island residents that the FBI was out to create a split within the 
ILWU and to dictate the policies of the union. They showed, too, that the FBI 
agents did not consider the séven defendants as constituting a threat to the 
security of the country. The recordings also revealed that the FBI was keenly 
interested in conditioning ILWU leaders and members to turn against their own 
union, Needless to say, their efforts did not succeed. As a result of these 
recordings, Hall filed a motion seeking depositions from Agents Condon and 
Burrus in connection with their activities in the case. The motion was denied 
by Judge McLaughlin, but he issued subpenas to the two agents to secure their 
presence in the trial. It will be interesting to note what the agents have to say 
for themselves and the Federal Bureau of Investigation, if and when they appear 
at the trial of the Hawaii Smith Act defendants. 

On February 5, 1952, the date on which hearings were presumably to begin 
on the defense motions, Judge McLaughlin made an oral ruling denying all mo- 
tions without a hearing. The judge at the same time, without consulting counsel, 
set trial date for February 28, 1952. A minor concession which the judge granted 
was the filing of additional affidavits relating to the motion challenging the 
validity of the grand jury. 

Judge McLaughlin’s dismissal of the motions did not end the preliminary 
defense motions, however. Affidavits by Mayor John H. Wilson and University 
of Hawaii Sociologist Andrew Lind supporting the defense contention that the 
Hawaii grand jury was not representative of the community were filed by defense 
attorneys. The defense carefully documented its contention that the grand jury 
for the past 11 years had been weighted excessively with people in the executive 
groups and with Caucasians, and that workers and people of other nationalities 
had been grossly underrepresented. 

At about this time, Federal Judge Delbert E. Metzger, acting as chief judge, 
dismissed the Federal grand and petit juries, declaring the exhibits filed by the 
defense showing the grand jury was not a cross section of the community was 
irrefutable. He ordered the jury commissioners to draw a new list more repre- 
sentative of the community. Judge Metzger’s action brought an angry response 
from Judge McLaughlin, who vehemently disagreed with Judge Metzger’s action 
and ordered the jury commissioners to ignore Judge Metzger’s order. 
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Judge McLaughlin then granted a hearing on the defense motion and called 
upon the chief judge to testify. The feud of the judges broke into headlines 
for a number of days, with neither party relenting on his position. In the 
midst of the hearings, defying his senivr judge’s ruling, Judge McLaughlin 
ordered the jury commissioners to summon the old grand jury. 

Lumediately thereafter, the defense filed an appeal to the United States Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco asking the disqualification of Judge 
McLaughlin on the ground that he harbored bias and prejudice, particularly as 
shown by his action in calling the old jury which was in the process of being 
challenged. After hearings had begun on the appeal in San Francisco, Judge 
McLaughlin asked to be relieved of the case “in the best interest of the court.” 
Federal Judge William Healey was appointed by the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals to hear the preliminary motions, but he withdrew after canceling the 
continued trial date set for April 1 by Judge McLaughlin. Judge Albert Lee 
Stephens, of the ninth circuit, was then appointed to hear the motion. 

Judge Stephens held hearings on the challenge of the grand jury from April 
4 to 9 and set the final date for arguments in San Francisco on April 28. In 
the meantime, noted San Francisco Labor Attorney Richard Gladstein entered 
the case as an associate, representing four of the defendants. He stated that 
he would represent his clients “if circumstances permit.” (Attorney Gladstein 
is now serving 6 months in jail as 1 of the 5 attorneys sentenced by Judge 
Medina for their vigorous defense of 11 Communist Party leaders at the Foley 
Square trial.) Judge Stephens has now heard the final arguments and will 
issue his findings shortly. 

Judge Stephens has before him a most important case, for, as Judge Metzger 
declared in dismissing the Hawaii grand jury: ‘“‘* * * Our democracy * * * 
requires that the jury be a body truly repre ‘sentative of the commuuity and 
not an organ of any special group or class * * *” If Judge Stephens upholds 
the defense contention that the grand jury is not validly constituted, the in- 
dictments will be automatically thrown out. The Government would then have 
to seek new indictments against the defendants if it desires to prosecute them 
further. If Judge Stephens throws out the old grand jury, the people of 
Hawaii will have won a great victory, since the grand jury of Hawaii, which 
has been overweighted with executives and Caucasians, will have been success- 
fully challenged and a grand jury more representative of the Hawaiian com- 
munity will take its place. 

As in all political cases, final victory in this case will be won only if the 
people themselves become aware of the frameup nature of the case and express 
their indignation and protests against the Truman administration for attempt- 
ing to silence people who speak out against its dangerous war policies and cor- 
ruption, and if the people themselves force the repeal of the infamous Smith 
Act. 


Issued by: Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, Post Office Box 2120, Honolulu, 
Hawaii. 


ANNEX 7 
Hawatri Civit RicHts Conoress BULLETIN 
July 22, 1952 
CHAIRMAN LEAVING 


HCRC’s chairman, Claude White, plans to return to the mainland in August, 
having completed his studies at the University of Hawaii. We regret to lose 
him as chairman, as he has provided valuable leadership in planning and carry- 
ing out the various HCRC projects and activities during the time he has 
chairman. 

Vice Chairman Virginia Ho will take over the chairman’s duties until the 
pext election. 

A farewell party honoring Chairman White was held on August 19 and was 
attended hy many HCRC members and friends. 


SMITH ACT NEWS 


The trial of Hawaii’s seven Smith Act victims has now been set for September 
29 before Judge Jon Wiig, of the Hawaii District Court. 
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HCRC held a party on June 7 honoring its members who are being prosecuted 
under the Smith Act. The defendants were introduced to the guests. Mrs. 
Eileen Fujimoto, speaking on behalf of the defendants, stressed that the Smith 
Act indictments are not directed against the seven local defendants as individ- 
uals, but at what they stand for. Mrs. Fujimoto said that the charges of con- 
spiracy to teach and advocate the overthrow of the Government ure “false and 
ridiculous.” 

Citing the record of the seven defendants, Mrs. Fujimoto pointed out that all 
of the defendants have contributed in the fight to extend democracy to a larger 
number of people in Hawaii. Today, one does not have to commit any crime to 
be arrested and threatened with a 5-year jail sentence under the Smith Act, 
she said. One becomes a target of Government prosecution only by exercising 
his constitutional right of free speech, by criticizing the war program, by fighting 
for economic gains through militant trade unions, and by advocating progressive 
changes to bring general betterment, she added. 

Repeal of the Smith Act can be brought about by the protest of an increasing 
number of people, Mrs. Fujimoto said. and pointed to American history to show 
that reactionary and undemocratic laws have been repealed by such actions. 
Opposition to the Smith Act is growing, she said, and mentioned the ClO, AFL, 
independent unions like the ILWU and MCS, prominent educators, clergymen, 
editors of daily newspapers, artists and writers, professionals, and minority 
groups joining their voices against the act. 

The HCRC party also featured dancing to a lively orchestra and refreshments. 


ANTIDISCRIMINATION CAMPAIGN 


The campaign being conducted by HCRC to end discrimination against Negroes 
in public accommodations has been extended to include discrimination ag inst 
any groups in housing rentals and real estate. A survey of the two daily news- 
papers was conducted to determine the percentage of discriminatory advertising 
for rentals and real estate. Also, in the process of gathering the information 
necessary for this project, real-estate agents were visited by committee members 
who discussed discrimination in housing with them and the possible success of 
proposed legislation to outlaw such discrimination. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMISSION ON SUBVERSIVE 
ACTIVITIES TO THE GOVERNOR OF HAWAII 


MARCH 31, 1954 
UNITED PUBLIC WORKERS 


During recent months considerable public attention in Hawaii has been devoted 
to the activities of the United Public Workers, formerly known as the United 
Public Workers of America.. This union is of continuing interest to this com- 
mission because the United Public Workers is a Communist-dominated union 
and has made particular efforts to bring into its membership employees of the 
Territory of Hawaii and the various county governments. 

The report of this commission made to the legislature in March 1953 outlined 
the evidence then available in support of the conclusion that the local union is 
Communist-dominated. Set forth in some detail were excerpts from the hear- 
ings of the United States Senate Subcommittee on Internal Security in which 
activities of the United Public Workers of America on the national level were 
investigated. In its report the subcommittee states the unequivocal conclusion 
that the United Public Workers of America is under the control of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Since the publication of its last report this commission has undertaken a more 
detailed investigation of the United Public Workers in Hawaii and has received 
considerable new evidence regarding both its mode of operation and the manner 
in which identified Communists control its entire operation. This investigation 
has been going on for more than a year. During that period more than 50 persons 
have either been interviewed by commission investigators or have testified under 
oath before the commission. Unless otherwise noted, all information set forth 
in this report is based on testimony taken under oath, or on documents properly 
identified under oath. 

Because this is a matter of serious concern to the Territorial government, the 
commission respectfully forwards this interim report to the Governor of the 
Territory of Hawaii in accordance with the provisions of Joint Resolution 5, 
Special Session Laws of Hawaii, 1949, as amended. 


ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED PUBLIC WORKERS 


Until October 1953 the union which is the subject of this report was known as 
the United Public Workers of America (UPWA), Local 646. At that time the 
local’s disaffiliation from the parent organization was made official by a union 
convention, and the name was changed to the United Public Workers. This new 
union, claiming independence of its former affiliations, now exists only in Hawaii. 
(For purposes of convenience in this report, the initials of its new name, UPW, 
will be used in referring to the union when it would be unnecessarily complex 
and repetitious to refer to the union in some such fashion as “UPW, formerly 
the UPWA, Local 646.”) 

The UPW ostensibly was organized to serve the needs of public workers in dis- 
putes or grievances with their employers. Its constitution, adopted in 1953, 
spells out its membership requirements as follows: 

“All civilian employees of the Territory of Hawaii and of county governments, 
and all employees of agencies which receive support from such governments, 
public-service employees, and all employees of educational institutions, hospitals, 
public or private, and such other groups of workers whose employment is depend- 


ent upon government regulation or franchise are eligible for membership in this 
union.” 


In the 8 years since its organization in Hawaii, the UPW has developed 
a membership estimated to be between 1,800 and 2,000. A substantial portion 
of its membership comes from hospital workers, primarily culinary and service 


2763 





2764 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 


workers, and the union has had considerable success in organizing various 
hospitals in the Territory. The UPW also has had some success in organizing 
county public-works departments, where they are many road workers; the 
Honolulu division of refuse collection and disposal; Maluhia Home; and the 
fire departments on Kauai and Maui. An interesting appendage to the union 
is the independent taxi drivers division of Honolulu. 

The UPW is now well enough financed to employ on a full-time basis a Terri- 
torial director, 2 organizers, and 1 officeworker. According to reliable infor- 
mation, the union plans to operate on a budget in excess of $30,000 in 1954. 

In addition to representing its members when grievances arise and conducting 
negotiations, the UPW engages in political activity and lobbying on measures 
in which it claims its members have an interest. Much of the union’s energy, 
however, is expended in organizational drives for more members, and it has 
extensive organizing plans for 1954. 

According to its constitution, the UPW is divided into units and divisions. 
There are six divisions: The Hawaii, Maui, Oahu, Kauai, hospital, and taxi 
divisions, each headed by an annually elected vice president. Other elected 
officers are the president, the secretary-treasurer, and the Territorial director. 
The latter office was provided for in the union’s most recent constitution, adopted 
in October 1953, and is the only paid office. All these officers are ex officio 
members of the Territorial executive board, which formerly was known as the 
‘Territorial executive council. 

According to the UPW constitution, the executive board is charged with 
the responsibility of conducting the work of the union between conventions, 
which are held annually. Actually, the 1953 constitution requires only that 
the executive board meet once a year between conventions, and a frequent 
practice in the past has been for this board to meet only simultaneously w't 
the annual convention. The executive board did meet on January 15-16, 1954, 
however, 3 months after the annual convention. 

In practice, therefore, most of the union’s work is under the direct charge of 
the Territorial director. The 1953 constitution says of this office: “The Terri- 
torial director shall be the chief full-time paid representative of the union. 
He shall be in charge of organizing, the conduct of negotiations, and the presenta- 
tion of the union legislative proposals.” He is empowered to sign checks jointly 
with the secretary-treasurer, and is, “within limits set by the budget, empowered 
to hire and fire personnel necessary for the efficient conduct of union business. 
Such personnel shall be selected from among the membership of the union in 
every possible case.” He is empowered to visit all units and divisions, and 
is free to go where needed to assist officers and members of the union, at union 
expense. By provision of the 1953 constitution, the Territorial director is elected 
by the annual convention. 


HENRY BENJAMIN EPSTEIN 


Now occupying the newly created office of Territorial director is 30-year-old 
Henry Benjamin Epstein. Functionally, he has been performing this job since 
1947, when he was first brought to Hawaii as the international representative 
of the UPWA. Such organizational success as the UPW has enjoyed is largely 
due to Epstein's efforts, and in a very real sense the UPW can be described 
as Epstein’s union. 

Although he now has two paid assistants, Epstein personally organized and 
built the membership for years. This becomes a matter of concern when it is 
realized that Epstein is a Communist and is under the discipline of the Com- 
munist Party. 

It is characteristic of Epstein that he attempts to conceal that fact. He 
appears to make a deliberate effort to avoid championing Communist policies 
in a public manner. The files of this commission are replete with sworn testi- 
mony and other reports indicating that Epstein avoids any direct discussion of 
communism or Marxism in his personal contacts on union business. So wide- 
spread is this evidence that it is difficult to escape the conclusion that Epstein 
follows this course as a matter of disciplined policy. Because of this policy, 
many of his personal acquaintances refuse to place credence in published re- 
ports concerning Epstein’s Communist connections, and they dismiss such 
reports as “newspaper propaganda” or “propaganda put out by the bosses.” 

The evidence concerning Epstein’s Communist membership is convincing 
and undenied. He was brought to Hawaii in 1947 by Abram Filaxer, national 
president of the UPWA. The evidence that Flaxer is a Communist was de- 
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tailed at some length in this commission’s report of March 1953, and includes 
sworn testimony by witnesses before the United States Senate subcommittee 
and Flaxer’s own refusal to answer questions concerning his membership in the 
Communist Party and other Communist connections on the grounds that it 
might tend to incriminate him. 

Witness A, who has admitted being a member of the Communist Party in 
‘ Hawaii during 1946-51, gave testimony under oath concerning Epstein to this 

commission. Portions of the testimony given by Witness A are a follows: 

“COUNSEL. Now, proceeding next to this person, Takao. Can you give us any 
further identification of him? 

“Witness. Shigeo Takao was recruited into the—it was more or less a semi- 
closed branch of the Communist Party in 1949 by Henry Epstein, and he was 
active therein a short time. He was at that time an employee of the city and 
county garbage department. I believe, and an active member of the UPWA. 
That was in 1947, 1948, 1949. 

“COUNSEL. Now, you have mentioned the semiclosed group of the Commu- 
nist Party, and your affidavit filed with the commmission has gone into that, 
but I wonder if you would acquaint the commissioners personally with a 
description of the semiclosed group. 

“Wirness. In the latter part of 1948, a semiclosed group of the Communist 
Party was organized around Government. employees. At that time, loyalty 
oaths were being contemplated by the Territory—Terrritory legislature. The 
Federal Government, I understand, was investigating the loyalty of their em- 
ployees, and it was deemed a necessity by the executive board of the Commu- 
nist Party, or so I was informed by its chairman, Mr. Freeman, that these 
Government employees be given, one, addditional protection; two, that steps be 
taken to conceal their party membership, and the branch of the Communist 
Party was organized around them. It was a secret branch. Its existence 
was not generally known to other party members and hence the name ‘semi- 
closed. 

“COUNSEL. Were you a member of the semiclosed group? 

“Witness. I was, since I was employed by the city and county government at 
the time. 

. = - & = * 2 

“QCoUNSEL. You say that Takao was recruited into this special group by Henry 
Hpstein? Was Henry Epstein a member of this group? 

“Witness. He was.” 

The foregoing testimony may explain Epstein’s reluctance openly to push the 
Communist Party line, previously mentioned. This testimony indicates that 
Epstein was in a Communist cell organized to conceal party membership even 
from other party members. 

During the same hearing, Witness A also gave the following testimony: 

“CounseL. With regard to Harry Epstein, based upon your acquaintance with 
him, do you have any reason to doubt that he, at least at the time you knew 
him in the Communist Party, was a member of the Communist Party? 

“Witness. Any reason to doubt that he was a member? No. I kiew him as 
a member. That was in the latter part of 1948 when I went into the semiclosed 
group, and as long as I remained in that group I knew him as an active party 
member. 

“CouNSEL. He was the leader of the group; was he? 

“Witness. No; I believe that I was the chairman, although at one time it 
was either Epstein or myself. 

“CouNSEL. At the time you were chairman, you definitely knew him to be a 
member? 

“Witness. Definitely.” 

Witness B recently appeared before the Oahu committee of this commission 
to give sworn testimony. Witness B testified that he had been a member of the 
Communist Party in Hawaii during 1947 and 1948, and that during 1947 he had 
assisted Henry Epstein in his early organizing efforts with the UPWA in Hawaii. 
During this hearing Witness B also gave the following testimony regarding 
Epstein’s Communist connections : 

“QouNsEL. Did you later know Henry Epstein to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

“Wrirness. Yes; due to certain statements that he had made. 

“CouNSEL. Made to you or in your presence? 

“Wirness. Made to me. 
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“CouNSsEL. Did you ever attend any meetings or social gatherings which might 


have been considered party meetings or party affairs at which Henry Epstein 
was present? 


“Wirness. Yes. 

“COUNSEL. Can you recall any specific instances? 

“Wrirness. No; I cannot recall any specific instances. There were quite a 
few of them. 

“CouNsEL. Could you recall where these affairs may have been held? 

“Wirness. Yes; they were held at the home of Jack Hall, in Manoa Valley; 
at the home of Harriet Bouslog, in Waikiki: the home of the Fujimotos, in 
Makiki; and the home of Gen Garroways, in Nuuaun Valley. 

7 * * om * s s 

“CouNSEL. Now, were any of these meetings strictly Communist Party meet- 
ings, that Epstein was present at, can you recall? 

“Wirness. No; they were not strictly Communist Party meetings, but they 
were activities for the most part sponsored by the various cells of the Com- 
munist Party and invitation was extended to those who were members of the 
party or who were very close to the Communist Party” 

Witness B went on to discuss a trip he took to the island of Hawaii with 
Epstein on UPWA work in 1947. A week or 10 days after their return to 
Honolulu, Witness B was again sent to the big island, this time alone. The 
witness’ testimony continues : 

“COUNSEL. On the second trip when you went over, did Mr. Epstein give 
you any instructions as to what you were to do or whom you were to see on 
the island of Hawaii? 

“Witness. While driving to the airport, he gave me two sets of instructions: 
(1) First, that I was to contact Dave Thompson because I was going to be 
transferred to the Olaa branch of the Communist Party of Hawaii, and second- 
ly, that as far as my registering as a Democrat, he doesn’t know as yet, but 
perhaps Dave Thompson could take it up as to whether I should register as a 
Democrat in Honolulu or in the county of Hawaii. 

“CouNSEL. How did you account for Mr. Epstein telling you that you were 
going to be transferred from one group of the Communist Party to another 
group of the Communist Party? 

“Witness. The only way I can account for it is the fact that he himself 
was a member of the Communist Party because such information within the 
‘Communist organization is not passed on to a non-Communist and that perhaps 
it was Mr. Freeman who was at that time the Territorial organizer of the Com- 
munist Party that gave instructions to Mr. Epstein to be passed on to me. 

“CHAIRMAN. That is your supposition? 

“Witness. That’s my supposition. 

“CounseEL. Did Mr. Epstein tell you or direct you to contact anyone in the 
Olaa group of the Communist Party? 

“Witness. Yes; I was asked to contact Mr. Thompson—Mr. Dave Thomp- 
son.” 

It should be noted that David Evans Thompson, educational director of the 
ILWU, has frequently been identified as a member of the Communist Party by 
witnesses testifying under oath. 

In public, Epstein denies any Communist affiliation. For example, an article 
which appears in the December 29, 1953, Honolulu Star-Bulletin is quoted: 


“Asked if he has ever said that he is not a Communist and has not been a 
Communist, Epstein replied, ‘Yes ; I have.’ 

“Epstein also said, in response to a question, that he and all other officers of 
the union will sign a non-Communist affidavit if one is required of persons 
appearing before the Civil Service Commissions as representative of groups. 
Such'a bill has been proposed.” 


Epstein was subpenaed to appear before this commission and did appear, on 
January 30, 1954. He was accompanied by his attorney. When placed under 
oath, Epstein not only refused to discuss any possible affiliations with the Com- 
munist Party; he refused to admit that he had any connection with the UPW 
or UPWA on the grounds that to answer such a question would tend to incrimi- 
nate him. Furthermore, he even refused to identify the constitution of the 
UPW, adopted in convention during October 1953, on the same grounds. Por- 
tions of his testimony follow: 
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“COUNSEL. What is your occupation? 

“Epstein. I’m going to refuse to answer that question on the first amendment, 
ae amendment and the grounds stated in the motion which my attorney 

e 


CounsEL. Mr, Chairman, might I ask that the commission request an answer 
to that question? 

“CHAIRMAN. Yes, The witness is ordered to answer that question. 

“Epstein. For the grounds stated, I am going to refuse to answer the question. 

“CHAIRMAN. Proceed please. 

“COUNSEL. By whom are you employed, Mr. Epstein? 


“EFSTEIN. For the grounds previously stated, I’m going to refuse to answer 
that question. 


“CHAIRMAN, Again you are ordered to answer. 

“Epstein. Again for the grounds which have been stated, I am going to refuse.” 
e a 7 - z + os 

“CouUNSEL. When did you come to the Territory of Hawaii? 

“EpsTeIn. On May 2, 1947. 

“CouNSEL. At that time by whom were you employed? 


“EPsTEIN. I’m going to refuse to answer that question on the grounds which 
have previously been stated. 


“CHAIRMAN. And you are ordered to answer. 
“Epstern. And for the same reason I again refuse.” 


o * * * * * + 


“CouNnsEL. Mr. Epstein, you are in fact employed at the present time by a 
union in the Territory. of Hawaii called the United Public Workers, are you 
not? 

“Epstein. I’m going to refuse to answer that question on the first amendment, 
fifth amendment, and the grounds stated in the motion to quash. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer, Mr. Epstein. 

“Epstein. And I am again going to refuse to answer on the same grounds as 
previously stated. 

“CoUNSEL. Mr. Epstein, prior to October, 1953, you were employed by an inter- 
national union, or perhaps a national union called the United Public Workers of 
America, were you not? 

“Epstein. I’m going to refuse to answer that question on the first amend- 
ment, fifth amendment, and on the grounds stated in the motion to quash.” 

az * * % nd * * 

“CouNsEL. Mr. Epstein. did you attend the 1953 convention of the United 
Public Workers of America held on the island of Kauai? 

“EXPSTELN’s ATTORNEY. United Public Workers of America? 

“CouUNSEL. That’s correct. 

“Epstein. I’m going to refuse to answer that question on the grounds previously 
stated. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are again ordered to answer. 

“Epstetn. And I will again refuse on the grounds stated. 

“CouNsEL. Mr. Epstein, isn’t it true that at a convention on Kauai in October, 
1953, the local of the United Public Workers of America adopted a constitution, 
severed their connections with the United Public Workers of America, and called 
themselves the United Public Workers? 

“Epstein. I’m going to refuse to answer that question on the rights and privi- 
leges contained in the first amendment, the fifth amendment, and the grounds 
stated in the motion to quash. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are again ordered to answer. 

“Epstern. And I will again refuse on the grounds previously stated. 

“CouNSEL. Mr. Epstein, I hand you a document of seven pages at the top of 
which appears the caption ‘United Public Workers’ and ask you if this is not a 
copy of the constitution which was adopted at that convention? 


1 Despite the multiplicity of grounds claimed by Epstein (and others mentioned later 
ree 


in this report) for refusal to testify. the only ground which has been judicially upheld is 
at of the fifth amendment; i. e., that no person “shall be compelled in any criminal 
case to be a witness “himself.” The activities of this commission cannot in any 
sense be construed as that of trying a criminal case, since this body is investigative and 
not judiclal th in nature; however, broad judicial interpretation of the fifth amendment 
gives persons immu nity against self-incrimination under these circumstances as well. 
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“(The witness examined the document.) 

“Epstein. I’m going to refuse to answer that question on the rights and 
privileges contained in the first amendment, the fifth amendment and the 
grounds contained in the motion to quash.” 

In the same fashion, Epstein refused to identify the statement of principles 
adopted at the UPW convention, and various other copies of bylaws and minutes 
of conventions and meetings of the executive council of the UPW. 

The commission gave Epstein an opportunity to discuss the public statement 
attributed to Epstein, mentioned earlier in this report, to the effect that he would 
sign a non-Communist affidavit if it were required of him. 

“CounseL. Mr. Epstein, it is a fact, is it not, that you recently told a reporter 
for one of the local newspapers that if you were asked to, you would be willing 
to take an oath that you were not a member of the Communist Party? 

“Epstein. I'm going to refuse to answer that question for the grounds as 
stated.” 

* * * * ca ~ + 

“CounsEL. Mr. Epstein, you were identified by a witness under oath in the 
case of the United States v. Charles Fujimoto, et al., in the United States District 
Court for the District of Hawaii as a member of the Communist Party here in 
the Territory of Hawaii, as a member of a semiclosed group. In addition this 
commission has sworn testimony that you were a member of the Communist 
Party. I now ask you, are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

“EpstTEIn’s ATTORNEY. The witness asks if he can see that sworn testimony 
before he answers the question. 

“OQOUNSEL. Mr. Chairman, I do not believe that this commission is free under 
the resolution to show the sworn testimony to the witness. 

“CHAIRMAN. The request is denied. 

“EPSTEIN’s ATTORNEY. The question for the record was * * *? 

“COUNSEL. Are you a member of the Communist Party? 

“BDpsTern. I’m going to refuse to answer that question for the grounds as 
previously stated. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer. 

“Epstern. And I will again refuse for the same grounds. 

“CounseL. Mr. Epstein, have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

“Bpstein. I’m going to refuse to answer that question for the grounds as 
stated. 

“CHAIRMAN. And you are again ordered to answer. 

“Epstern. And I will again refuse for the same grounds.” 


“CHAIRMAN. How is it possible, Mr. Epstein, for you to circulate throughout 
the Territory asking people, public employees, to join a union which you yourself 
tell the commission, by your refusal to answer, might incriminate you in some 
way. In other words, to give you my thinking on that, if it might incriminate 
you to have a connection with the UPW or UPWA if you expose that connection— 
how would it be possible for you to ask thousands of public workers to step into 
these shoes? 

“(Here Mr. Epstein’s attorney .interposed an objection, and the question was 
rephrased. ) 

“CouNsEL. Mr. Epstein, it is a fact, is it not, that since coming to the Territory 
of Hawaii in 1947, you have consistently, both yourself and through other persons 
working under your asked of the Territorial government 
and of the various county governments to join the United Public Workers of 
America and more recently the United Public Workers? 

“Epstern. On the rights and privileges of the first amendment, fifth amend- 
ment and the rights in the grounds stated in the motion to quash, I’m going to 
refuse to eae that question.” 

a + a e * 2 


“CHAIRMAN. Mr. Epstein, with reference to testimony of a witness in the 
Smith Act trial relating to a semiclosed group of the Communist Party, were you 
0 SORT. SO SE AOE, OE. eet oe Sh BNE SF Se 


Party 
“Epstern. 'm going to refuse to answer that question on the grounds pre- 

viously stated.” 
of the semiclosed group include Robert George 


Wenkam, his wife, Bessie M. Wenkam, and Wilfred M. Oka. These three per- 
sons appeared before this commission, and under oath, were asked to confirm 
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or deny the truth of the allegations concerning their membership in this group. 
All refused to answer on the ground that an answer would tend to incriminate 
them. On the same ground, they refused to answer any questions concerning 
their relationship with Epstein. 


LEROY ERNEST LINSLEY, JR. 


Testimony and other reliable evidence available to this commission indicates 
that Leroy Ernest Linsley, Jr., was a paid employee of the UPW during 1952-53, 
functioning as an organizer. Linsley arrived in Hawaii in August 1950, and 
attended the University of Hawaii until January 1952. During and subsequent 
to his period as a student at the university, Linsley was active in the Hawaii 
Civil Rights Congress, a Honolulu organization classified by the United States 
Attorney General as subversive and Communist. 

In December 1953, Linsley was interviewed by an investigator of this com- 
mission. At that time Linsley admitted membership in the Hawaii Civil Rights 
Congress since 1950; readily admitted his connection with the UPW and praised 
it highly; denied being a Communist and said that the only Communist he 
knew was Charles Fujimoto. 

Subsequently, Linsley appeared before this commission as a witness and was 
placed under oath. He was accompanied by his attorney. Portions of Linsley’s 
testimony follow: 

“CouNSEL. Mr. Linsley, you have stated that you are not now employed, but 
as a matter of fact you have been employed by the United Public Workers of 
America for some time past? 

“LInsLey. I refuse to answer that question on the first and fifth amendments 
and the grounds stated in the motion.” 

* a + « » + 


“CouNSEL. Mr. Linsley, are you now a member of the United Public Workers 
or the United Public Workers of America? 

“Linsey. I refuse to answer that on the first and fifth amendments and on 
the grounds stated in the motion. 

“CouNSEL. Have you ever been an officer in the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress, 
Mr. Linsley? 

“Lains.ey. I refuse to answer that on the first and fifth amendments and on 
the grounds stated in the motion.” 

Linsley stated that he intended to claim his privilege (i. e., refuse to answer 
on the grounds that such answer might tend to incriminate him) for all ques- 
tions pertaining to the Hawaii Civil Rights Congress. On the same grounds he 
refused even to admit knowing of such an organization as the UPW. Further 
testimony follows: 

“CouNSEL, Are you now a member of the Communist Party, Mr. Linsley? 

“Linstey. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments and those stated in the motion. 

“CHAIRMAN, You are ordered to answer that question. 

“Linsey. I refuse to answer those questions on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments and those stated in the motion. 

“COUNSEL. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party, Mr. Linsley? 

“Linsey. I refuse to answer that on the grounds of the first and fifth amend- 
ments and those stated in the motion. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are likewise ordered to answer that question. 

“LINSLEY. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and fifth amendments 
and those stated in the motion, 

“CHAIRMAN. Are you an agent of the Russian Government? 

“Lins.ey. I refuse to answer that question on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments and those stated in the motion.” 

On the same grounds Linsley refused to answer any questions about whether 
he knew Henry Epstein, Max Roffman, Abram Flaxer, and others connected with 
the UPW and the UPWA. He even refused to answer any questions regarding 
the identity of the landlord of the house in which he resides. (The latter ques- 
tion was asked because the owner of Linsley’s home is a known Communist, and 
most tenants of the house since 1946 have been identified Communists.) He 
testified that he had enrolled at the University of Hawaii because he liked 
Hawaii, its mountains, its climate, and its water, and that this was his.sole 
motive in coming to Hawaii. He was then asked if he had come to Hawaii for 
his schooling at the suggestion of, or under the persuasion of any Communist 
Party member, group, or organization. He refused to answer that question. 
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STEPHEN THOMAS MURIN 


Considerable information concerning the Communist Party connections of 
Stephen Thomas Murin, Epstein’s assistant, was set forth in this commission’s 
1953 report to the legislature. Murin officially serves the UPW as its business 
agent on Hawaii, but periodically he has been active on Kauai during the past 
year, and at the January 1954 meeting of the UPW Territorial executive com- 
mittee he was also assigned to spend “3 or 4 days a month” with the Independent 
Taxi Drivers’ Union in Honolulu. 

Murin was identified as a member of the Communist Party by Matthew Cvetic, 
an FBI undercover agent within the party, in testimony given in Washington 
before the House Un-American Activities Committee on February 23, 1950. That 
committee’s report on the Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee also devotes a 
section to Murin’s Communist affiliations. Murin declined to answer questions 
before that committee concerning his Communist affiliations on the grounds that 
such testimony might incriminate him. Murin was one of Hawaii’s so-called 
Reluctant 39. 

This commission has also received independent sworn testimony that Murin 
was a member of the Communist Party in Hawaii. 

Because of his previous refusal to discuss his Communist affiliations before 
the House committee, it was decided that it would serve no useful purpose to 
subpena Murin before this commission. 

It should be noted in this section, however, that Murin, like anyone else named 
as a Communist in reports of this commission, will be igven a prompt oppor- 
tunity to testify on this subject before the commission should he express a desire 


to do so. 
MAX ROFFMAN 


Max Roffman, an experienced trade-union organizer, long associated with 
Communist-front activities, arrived in Hawaii about June 1, 1953, and may be 
considered a malihini in local union circles. Roffman is known to have been 
active in recent years as a business agent or organizer with the UPWA in Balti- 
more, Detroit, and in Minnesota, and to have been a member of the national 
executive committee of the UPWA. 

In March 1953, a meeting of the Territorial executive council of the UPWA 
was held for the primary purpose of disaffiliating the Hawaii local from the 
national union. Epstein had just returned from the mainland bringing news of 
this decision which was made, he said, during his conference with officials of 
the national union. At this meeting Epstein also requested authority to hire one 
more paid organizer, specifically, Max Roffman. There was some sentiment in 
the executive council for hiring a local man rather than going to the mainland 
for an organizer, but Epstein, as usual, had his way, and was voted such 
authority. 

Roffman came to Hawaii from Detroit at a time when the Detroit local of the 
UPWA, which had employed Roffman as an organizer, was nearly defunct. The 
fact that Roffman was important enough to have been a member of the national 
UPWA executive committee in 1951, but was in the position of being an organ- 
izer without a union only 2 years later, suggests that Epstein’s local sponsor- 
ship of Roffman’s employment in Hawaii was not just a happy inspiration, but 
had been strongly suggested to Hpstein either by the national UPWA, or by 
other authority. 

Roffman appeared before this commission on January 30, 1954, accompanied 
by his attorney. Roffman was belligerent and hostile while testifying before the 
commission. 

When asked where he was employed, Roffman refused to answer on the grounds 
that the answer might tend to incriminate him. He was asked if he were 
acquainted with certain individuals known to be functionaries of the Communist 
Party in Michigan and Chicago. He refused to answer any such questions on the 
same grounds. Other portions of Roffman’s testimony are quoted as follows: 

“COUNSEL. Mr. Roffman, you are presently employed by the United Public 
Workers here in the Territory of Hawaii? 

“RorrMan, Is that a question? 

“COUNSEL, Yes. 

“RoFFMAN. I refuse to answer on the same 
“CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer that question. 
“RorrMan, I refuse on the same grounds. 
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“COUNSEL. Mr. Roffman, since coming to the Territory of Hawaii last year, 
you have attempted to get workers from the Territorial government and the 
various governments to join the United Public Workers? 

“ROFFMAN, Is that a question? 

“COUNSEL. Have you? 

“ROFFMAN. | refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer. 

“ROFFMAN. I refuse on the same grounds. 

“COUNSEL. Did anyone in Detroit connected with the Communist Party discuss 
with you your coming here to the Territory of Hawaii? 

“RoFFMAN, I refuse on the same grounds. 

“COUNSEL. Mr. Roffman, do you know a man named Abram Flaxer, F-l-a-xe-r? 

“RoFFMAN. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

“CHAIRMAN. YOu are ordered to answer. 

“RorrMaNn. I refuse on the same grounds. 

“COUNSEL. Do you know a man named Ewart or Ewart, E-w-a-r-t Guinier, 
G-u-i-n-i-e-r? 

“Roffman’s ATToRNEY. Same objection as to foundation, Mr. Chairman. 

“CHAIRMAN. The reports of this commission already filed with the legis- 
lature * * * identifies Rwart Guinier as having been an Army man here during 
the war, national officer of the United Public Workers of America, member of 
the Communist Party, and so forth, so the objection is overruled. 

“RorrMaNn. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer. 

“RorrMAN. I refuse on the same grounds.” 

On December 14, 1951, in testimony given before the Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee, Abram Flaxer named Roffman as one of the members of the 
executive committee of the national UPWA. At the same hearing Ewart Guinier, 
another member of the UPWA executive committee (and well known in Com- 
munist circles in Hawaii), was asked if, to his knowledge, Roffman were not a 
member of the Communist Party. Guinier refused to answer on the grounds 
that an answer might tend to incriminate him. 

“COUNSEL. Are you at the present time a member of the Hawaii Civil Rights 
Congress? 

“RorrMaN. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer. 

“RorrMaNn, I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

“OCouUNSEL. Mr. Roffman, are you at the present time a member of the Com- 
munist Party of the United States? 

“RorrMAN. I refuse to answer on the grounds stated. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer. 

“RorrMANn. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

“COUNSEL. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party? 

“RorrMaNn. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer. 

“RorrMAN. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

“CoUuNSEL. Mr. Roffman, isn’t it a fact that in 1941 you attended plenary 
sessions of the Communist Party in New York? 

“RorrMAN. I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

“CHAIRMAN. You are ordered to answer. 

“RorFMAN. I refuse to answer on the same grounds.” 


JEANNETTE NAKAMA ROHRBROUGH 


The other paid employee of the the UPW is its office secretary, Jeannette 
Nakama Rohrbough. Mrs. Rohrbough has been identified as a member of the 
Communist Party on numerous occasions, in public testimony anu otherwise. 
Her husband, Edward G. Rohrbough, is the principal editorial assistant and 
chief stockholder of the Honolulu Record, a weekly newspaper which has been 
cited by the House Un-American Activities Committee as a Communist front. 
In its last report, this commission presented in great detail a study of the 
Honolulu Record, and reported its conclusion that “it is the principal journalistic 
mouthpiece of the Communist Party in the Territory of Hawaii.” 


HOW THE COMMUNIST PARTY CONTROLS THE UPW 


A former member of the Communist Party in Hawaii, who was also an officer 
and paid employee of the UPW at various times during the years 1948-50, has 
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emphatically stated under oath that the local UPW “was run by—almost in its 
entirety—by members of the Communist Party.” The witness furnished this 
commission some very revealing information on the operation of the UPW 
and the means by which the Communists controlled that organization. This 
witness stated that Epstein did not care who were elected officers of the union 
as long as they were not capable of challenging his authority or inclined to 
chart a course for themselves. He stated that the officers of the union were 
chosen by a Territory-wide ballot. The president and other officers were nomi- 
nated at one of the Union’s Territorial council meetings or Territorial conven- 
tions, and where generally active public workers and active rank-and-file members 
of the union. These officers usually were not members of the Communist Party. 
The witness once served as an officer while being a party member, but this was 
the only such instance the witness could recall. These officers were spread 
throughout the islands, and therefore could act as an organized body only at 
Territorial council meetings or at the union conventions. The witness stated that 
none of the officers was ever employed by the union on a full-time basis, and he 
could recall no instance in which an officer was every employed by the union on 
a part-time basis. 

Witness A explained that the Communist Party took considerable interest in 
who were nominated to be UPWA officials. In his testimony, this witness ex- 
plained that the nominating committee was selected from among the delegates 
to the Territorial convention. Then he was asked: 

“COMMISSIONER. Was there any discussion among Communist Party members 
in the UPWA as to nominations—who should be nominated? 

“Witness. Yes. There are several occasions, I believe. 

“CoMMISSIONER, Just members of the Communist Party discussing the leader- 
ship of the UPWA? 

“WiTNEss. Yes. In particular where there were persons who were opposed 
to the leadership or program of the union, particularly the party program, or 
threatened the leadership. There would often be ways and means discussed of 
opposing such a person running for office, or defeating him.” 

This witness went on to explain how Epstein and his handpicked paid asso- 
ciates dominated the union. 

“CounseEL, Is it not correct that in general the Territorial officers of the union 
devoted little time to the union? That is, they were not full-time officers or 
workers in the union? 

“Witness. Well, they were not full-time employees. I don’t think any of them 
were even employed on a part-time basis, although I might be wrong there. 
They were generally spread out throughout the islands so that acting as an 
organized body or organized authority at any time, other than say, at a conven- 
tion or council meeting, it was physically impossible. 

“CounsEL. But Henry Epstein and the people employed full time were gen- 
erally not public workers, were they not? 

“Witness. That is correct. 
ant It is in that group that you have found the Communist Party mem- 

rs 

“Witness.. The Communist Party members and actual control of the union. 

“COUNSEL. Now, will you elaborate on that, please? The actual control of the 
union as being in the group under Henry Epstein? 

“WITNESS. Well, that is very broad. Epstein has been the center of the union. 
He was at a time running the entire union single-handed as its executive secre- 
tary, business agent, and so forth. In between meetings of the Territorial coun- 
cil or conventions, he was practically the only authority of the union on a Terri- 
torial basis. When other were employed by the union, such as Vossbrink or 
Epstein, or party members on a full-time basis, of course they complemented 
Epstein’s position in being in a position to actually conduct the affairs of the 
union. Then during conventions or Territorial council meetings, when the 
various officers and delegates were assembled together to carry out policy, it 
wasn't too difficult for Epstein and myself, or Epstein by himself, or Epstein with 
the others, to control these meetings. The delegates were not too highly de- 
veloped from the standpoint of parliamentary procedure or knowledge of the 
union, and so on and so forth, with a few exceptions. There were a few members 
who had a good deal on the ball and oceasionally would kick up their heels and 
give Epstein and the party control some difficulty, but broadly speaking, these 
obstacles were surmounted and very well handled. 
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“COUNSEL. Now, you spoke of ‘party control.’ Do you mean that in the broad 
sense of the term the Communist Party did control or dominate this union? 
“Witness. Yes, that’s correct.” 


ATTITUDE OF ELECTED OFFICIALS TOWARD COMMUNISTS 
CONTROL OF THE UPW 


Two present officers and one past president of the UPW were subpenaed to 
appear before this commission on March 6, 1954. These three are Jackson 
Gem Wah Ah Chin, president of the UPW since October 1953; Thomas I. Noda, 
vice president-in-charge of the Maui division and a former Territorial presi- 
dent; and John K. Haili, immediate past president of the UPW. It should be 
emphasized that there is no information in the files of this commission indi- 
cating that any of these three is or was a member of the Communist Party, 
or was consciously sympathetic to it in any way. Under oath, all three de- 
nied membership in, or sympathy with, the Communist Party, and none of 
the three claimed the privilege (i. e.. refused to answer under the fifth amend- 
ment) as to any question. This attitude was in decided contrast with that of 
the paid employees of the UPW. 

The testimony of these three, however, confirmed the prior information re- 
ceived by the commission that the business of running the union is left largely 
to Epstein. It also became apparent that while these three have no hesitation 
in declaring their opposition to communism, they are ignorant of the nature 
of the Communist conspiracy and are ill-equipped even to recognize Communist 
activity, much less to take measures against it. The following portions of 
testimony illustrate this: 

“CoUNSEL. When did you become president? 

“An CuIn. Just this year. 

“CouNSEL. That was in January of this year? 

“An Our. Yes, sir. 

“CounsEL. And there was a meeting held here in Honolulu—a Territorial 
council meeting? 

“An Cur. In January. 

“CounseEL. And at that meeting Jack Hall was invited to speak? 

“An Cun. That’s right. 

“Counset. Who arranged for Jack Hall’s speaking at that meeting? 

“An Ountn. I wouldn’t know, sir. 

“CounseL. You had nothing to do with arranging the program? 

“An Cun. Well, not as far as I know. We had a guest speaker and I 
didn’t really ask who was coming. I guess I assumed it was somebody from 
the ILWU. 

“CounseL. Are programs for these meetings usually arranged by Mr. Ep- 
stein’s office? 

“An Curtn. Yes; that’s what we pay him for. Yes, sir. 

“COMMISSIONER. I know you haven’t been too long a member of the UPW 
or UPWA, but you are pretty well known among your members. What is the 
attitude of the boys over there toward communism—I mean in your organiza- 
tion? 

“An Cun. Well, as far as I—will you—beg your pardon? 

“Commissioner. As far as you know from conversations you’ve had with 
them and so forth. 

“An Ont. As far as overthrowing? 

“CoMMISSIONER. No, toward communism. 

“An CutIn. Well, I didn’t get into a debate on that. 

“CoMMISSIONER. Have they discussed it—the question of Communist influence 
in unions? 

“An Outn. Well, all I can recall is some members may have said—maybe I’ve 
overheard that—why don’t they sign loyalty oaths? 

“COMMISSIONER. What is your personal attitude toward communism, Mr. Ah 
Chin? 

“Ag Orn. Well, sir, I don’t know enough to make any comments on that. 
For myself I don’t know what is communism. 

“COMMISSIONER. You've had no association with it? 

“An Curn. No, sir. 

“COMMISSIONER. Your only interest in this work is as a union? 

“An Curn. Yes, sir.” 
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Of possible interest is the fact that Ah Chin, currently president of the UPW 
and former vice president in charge of the Hawaii division, has been a member 
of the union only since August 1952. He is employed by the board of water 
supply, county of Hawaii, as a meter reader. 

Testimony in a similar vein was received from John K. Haili, immediate past 
president of the UPW. Haili was one of the original members of the UPW on 
the island of Hawaii, and has held numerous offices. He is employed as a con- 
struction foreman for the county of Hawaii. 

“CouNsEL. Mr. Haili, did you attend a meeting of the Territorial council of 
the United Public Workers of America held in September 1950 at the Nuuanu 
YMCA in Honolulu? 

“Harti. That’s right. 
“CounsEL. And at that time what was your position in the UPWA? 
“Harr. I was the division president. 











* 7 * s ? * 

“COUNSEL. Now, this meeting was addressed by one Ralph Vossbrink, was it 
not? 

“Harr. That’s right. 

“CouNSEL. And he was executive secretary of the UPWA? 

“Harr. That’s right. 

“CouNsEL. Did you have anything to do with the arranging of the program of 
that meeting? 

“Harr. What program? 

“CounseEL. For the meeting of the Territorial council held September 1950, xt 
the Nuuanu YMCA. 

“Harr. No. 

“COUNSEL, Were you consulted? 

“Har. I can’t remember. 

“CounseL. Mr. Haili, I hand you a document entitled ‘Minutes of the Terri- 
torial Council, Honolulu, Oahu, September 2-3, 1950,’ and ask you if these are 
the minutes of that meeting that you attended? 

“Harri. Yes; I remember this. 

“CouNSEL. Is this a copy of it? 

“Harr. Yes. 

“(Here the document was accepted as an exhibit by the commission.) 

“CouNSsEL. Mr. Haili, you knew at the time that Ralph Vossbrink addressed 
that meeting, at the time he was serving as executive secretary, that he had 
been identified before the House Committee on Un-American Activities as a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party? 

“Haru. I never heard of him. 

“CounseL. You never héard of the House Committee on Un-American Activities? 

“Harr. Well, I did, but not Vossbrink at that time. 

“CounseL. Have you read the transcript of the House committee proceedings? 

“Har. No. 

“CounseL. Have you read any of the transcript which appeared in the news- 
papers as the proceedings went along? 

“Harri. No, sir. 

“CounseL. You did not know then in September of 1950 that Ralph Vossbrink 
had been identified as a member of the party—that is, the Communist Party? 

“Harr. No; in fact Vossbrink was a new man. I just met him at that par- 
ticular day.” 

Later in the hearing Haili testified that he was not a member of the Communist 
Party, and had never been a member. He stated that he was not afraid to 
answer those questions. When asked if he had any reluctance about telling what 
he knew about the UPW, he declared “UPW is a damn good union!” He was 
asked : 

“COMMISSIONER. John, do you happen to know how the boys on Hawaii feel 
* * * toward communism? I’m not asking for the mentioning of any names, 
but what’s the general attitude of the fellows there toward communism? 

“Hariri. Well, to tell you frankly, tlemen, the boys feel if there’s any— 
what you call—Government can prove Epstein or Max or Steve or anybody 
else are-—what you call—belong to the Communist Party, I think we 100 percent 
see to it—throw them out—what you call—throw them out if they—what you 
call—do something illegal. : 

“COMMISSIONER. Why are you against communism, John? 
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“Haiti. Well, I tell you why. I know—what you call—Communists are out 
to overthrow our Government and I believe we should get rid of them.” 

Thomas I. Noda, vice president of the Maui division and a former Territorial 
president of the union, was also firm in expressing his opposition to communism 
in principle, but by his own admission he apparently had some difficulty in 
recognizing Communists in person to be dangerous or undesirable. After Noda 
had identified minutes of the UPWA Territorial council meeting held at Honolulu, 
September 8-9, 1951, he was asked: 

“COUNSEL. You say you were a member of the committee that organized the 
program of that meeting? 

“Nopa. Yes; I think so, 

“CoUNSEL. Do you recollect if Dave Thompson was the guest speaker at that 
meeting? 

“Nopa. Yes. 

“CouNSEL. And he, at that time, was educationai director of the ILWU? 

“Nopa. Yes, sir. 

“CouNSEL. He had also been identified in the 1950 hearings before the House 
committee, and also by Jack Kawano in his testimony before the House com- 
mittee in Washington that year as a member of the Communist Party? 

“Nopa. Yes; I think I do. 

“CouUNSEL. And your committee still invited him as a guest speaker? 

“‘NopA. On the educational program, yes. 

“CouUNSEL. Actually, Mr. Epstein had something to do with Mr. Thompson’s 
being invited as a guest speaker? 

“Nopa. That part I don’t know, sir. 

“COUNSEL. You don’t remember who proposed his name? 

“Nopa. No, sir. 

“CounseL. You will note that according to those minutes, a report on organi- 
zation was given by Stephen Murin. Who was Stephen Murin? 

“Nopa. At the time I think he was working as part time for our organization. 

“CounsEL. As a part-time organizer? 

““‘Nopa. Yes. 

“CounsEL. And you know that he also had been identified as a member of the 
Communist Party before the House Committee on Un-American Activities? 

“Nopa. I think I do. 

“CouNSEL. Do you remember that at that meeting a speech was given by one 
Rachel Saiki in behalf of the Honolulu Record? 

“Nona. Yes, I do. 

“CouNSEL. And the meeting voted to support the Honolulu Record and to get 
as many of the members of the UPWA as possible to purchase and subscribe to 
it? 


“Nopa. Yes. 

“CounseL. Did you also know at that time that Rachel Saiki had been identi- 
fied as a member of the Communist Party? 

“Nopa. Yes, I knew. 

“CounseL. And that the Honolulu Record had been identified as the newspaper 
of the Communist Party in the Territory of Hawaii? 

“Nopa. I think I do. 

* * a + * * + 

“OCouNSEL. Now, since the convention in 1953 on the Island of Kauai, has there 
been any executive board meeting of the Territorial executive board of the United 
Public Workers? 

“Nopa. You mean since then? 

“CoUNSEL. Yes. 

“Nopa. We had one, yes. 

“CounseL. And when was that? 

“Nopa. That was in January. I’ve forgotten what week now. Anyway, some- 
time in January. 

“CouUNSEL. 1954? 

“Nopa. Yes, sir. 

“CounseL, And where was that meeting held? 

“Nopa. At the ILWU Memorial Building. 

“CoUNSEL. Was anybody invited to speak to the meeting? 

“Nopa. Yes. 

“CoUNSEL. Who? 

“Nopa. Jack Hall. 















2776 SCOPE OF SOVIET ACTIVITY IN THE UNITED STATES 






“CouNsEL. And who was responsible for inviting Jack Hall to speak to the 
meeting? 

“Nopa. We were responsible. 

“Counset. Who are we? 

“Nopa. The executive board that attended that meeting. 

“CoUNSEL. You didn’t issue an invitation to him until after the meeting con- 
vened? 

“Nopa. No, sir. 

“CouNSsEL. Who suggested that he be the speaker? 

“Nopa. Henry Epstein. 

“CouNsEL. This, of course, followed his conviction on the Smith Act con- 
spiracy charge here in Honolulu, did it not? 

“Nopa. That’s right.” 

Noda is employed as a captain in the Maui County fire department. He has 
been a member of the UPW since about 1946. 

The testimony of Ah Chin, Haili, and Noda indicates that most of the guest 
speakers at UPW conventions and council meetings were Communists, and 
even had been publicly identified as Communists prior to their being invited 
to appear. To this Commission, one of the most striking features of their 
testimony was that these 3 witnesses—1 present and 2 past Territorial presi- 
dents of the union—seemed to be totally unconscious of the fact that their 
tesitmony had any significance with regard to the question of Communist in- 
fluence on their union. 

Another significant point is that none of the three could give definite informa- 
tion about who selected these guest speakers, even during his own tenure as 
president. 

The entire testimony of these three elected officials supports the conclusion 
that the UPW is run by Epstein and his paid assistants (none of whom are 
public employees), and that the elected officials (who are public employees) 
are mere figureheads. Furthermore, Epstein appears to have complete freedom 
in hiring his assistants, even though he goes through the form of securing 
approval of his choices from the Territorial executives board. For example, 
Epstein made considerable use of the services of Stephen Murin as an or- 
ganizer and research man before the union officially put Murin on the pay- 
roll. The minutes of the September 1951 Territorial executive council meeting 
show that Murin made a speech on organizing the UPWA membership. Not 
until later in the same meeting was he officially appointed a paid business agent. 


The manner in which Epstein brought Max Roffman from Detroit already has 
been discussed. 


HOW THE UPW IS USED TO ASSIST THE COMMUNISTS 


According to witness A, the UPWA was not obviously or ostentatiously used 
for Communist purposes. In the witness’s words: “It wasn’t pushed to the 
extent, for example, that it was pushed in the ILWU, and certainly not in some 
of the more militant mainland left-wing unions. Epstein appeared to be pre- 
occupied with keeping the UPW going on an organizational basis and to its 
eventual expansion.” The witness pointed out that the fact that the UPW 
had to bargain with the government, and was in competition with an already 
esablished public employees’ organization were probable reasons for Epstein’s 
moving with caution where the Commuist Party line was concerned. 

Another witness before the commission, on the other hand, recalled several 
instances where the Communist Party line was pushed at the UPWA member- 
ship. Witness C stated that at various Territorial conventions of the union, 
pamphlets were distributed in defense of Jack Hall, Harry Bridges, Abram 
Flaxer, and Mr. and Mrs. John Reinecke. UPWA members were urged to 
subscribe to the Honolulu Record, and even to the Daily People’s World (west 
coast Communist daily). The local units were always encouraged to put com- 
plimentary advertisements in the Honolulu Record. This witness stated that 
Henry Epstein was particularly active in this regard. 

An illuminating example of Communist control in the 1948 UPWA convention 
was recalled by the witness. In background to this testimony, it should be 
noted that this commission has in its files a copy of the minutes of the 1948 
convention. The following is quoted from these minutes: 

“A motion was made to eliminate section 11, article I, of the bylaws by 
Brother Haili. It was seconded and carried by a vote of 21 to3. After further 
discussion, a new motion to rescind the previous motion was made by Brother 
Yokoyama ; seconded by Brother Haili, and carried.” 
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Section 11, article I, of the bylaws is quoted as follows: 

“To continue fighting for the extinction of fascism, nazism, and all the misery 
it brings, under whatever form it may operate and under whatever mask it may 
conceal itself.” 

The interesting feature of this section of the union’s bylaws is its failure to 
mention any “fight” against communism. The witness stated that the original 
resolution to eliminate this section was regarded as an anti-Communist move, 
and it left Epstein “voiceless.” However, at Epstein’s direction, the witness 
and another member of the union, whom the witness described as one who always 
went along with the leftwing group, were able to reverse the original motion 
by a fight from the floor. The witness described this incident as an instance 
= a the straight Communist Party line was pushed at the rank and file of 

e union. 

Another witness, John Haili, was questioned regarding this incident during his 
appearance before this commission. He was able to recall the incident, but 
could not recall what motivated him to make the original motion, or what hap- 
pened to make him change his mind and second the rescinding motion. 

What actually happened is, that a motion was made from the floor to include 
the word “communism” in the pertinent section. This motion was opposed 
strongly by the leftwing and, as a result, a compromise motion to eliminate the 
entire section was made by John Haili, and carried. A caucus then followed 
in which Epstein and the leftwing persuaded Haili to second the rescinding 
motion, which was passed, as previously detailed. 

At various conventions the UPW has passed resolutions supporting the Hono- 
lulu Record. The minutes of the meeting of the UPWA Territorial council on 
September 18-19, 1948, for example, reveal that Robert M. Kempa (since identi- 
fied as the literature director of the Communist Party of Hawaii at the time) 
moved that the UPWA give full endorsement to the Honolulu Record and that 
all UPWA divisions push subscription sales. The motion was passed. Bvidence 
available to this commission indicates that this motion was made upon the direct 
orders of the executive committee of the Communist Party of Hawaii. Since 
that time, members have been urged periodically to subscribe to the Honolulu 
Record, and various units are encouraged to make contributions in the form of 
paid complimentary advertisements. Numerous such advertisements by various 
UPW units have been noted over the past year. In return, the Record frequently 
gives favorable publicity to Epstein, the UPW, and their activities. 


DISAFFILIATION FROM THE UPWA 


Some events of particular interest occurred in connection with the activities 
of the UPW in 1953. In February 1953, Henry Epstein went to the mainland. 
Upon his return in March, he called a meeting of the UPWA executive committee 
and announced that the local union had disaffiliated from the national organiza- 
tion. It was believed by certain members of the UPWA that Epstein had con- 
ferred with Abram Flaxer, the national president, and had made this arrange- 
ment. Epstein’s public announcement said that the move was made after he 
had conferred with UPWA officials on the mainland. The reason for this move, 
according to Dpstein, as quoted in the March 20, 1953, issue of the Honolulu 
Star-Bulletin was: 

“It would be better for our members to be independent. We're so far away 
from the mainland, and have been operating independently anyway.” 

It should be noted that during recent years there has been considerable public 
comment about the Communist-dominated nature of the national UPWA. The 
CIO expelled the union as Communist dominated in February 1950. Since that 
time, the United States Senate has conducted extensive hearings on the activities 
of the union and has published a conclusion that the union was Communist dom- 
inated. It is clear that the disaffiliation move was made in Hawaii in an effort 
to relieve the local union from the Communist stigma of the national organization. 

Under any circumstances, this disaffiliation was ratified at the Territorial 
convention in October 1953, where the name of the organization was changed 
to United Public Workers, and a new constitution was drawn. 


UPWA REVOLT ON KAUAI 


Prior to the convention, in September, an attempt had been. made to dis- 
affiliate the Kauai unit of the UPWA from the Territorial organization and 
set up an independent local union. Leaders of this effort were Masaru Muranaka, 
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Territorial vice president for Kauai, and therefore the chief union official of the 
Kauai unit; Richard Hamamoto, secretary-treasurer of the Kauai unit; and 
Sakari Suzuki, Territorial president of the UPWA in 1952. 

The flareup on Kauai was brought about because the Kauai officers were 
dissatisfied about a number of things, particularly financial matters, which 
had nothing to do with communism. They were dissatisfied with a raise in 
union dues which they considered Epstein had forced through by methods con- 
trary to the union’s constitution; with Hpstein’s very sketchy financial report 
and his failure to have a proper audit of those reports; with Epstein’s habit 
of carryig blank checks countersigned in advance by the union treasurer; and 
in general with the manner in which Epstein handled union finances. 

As a result of this situation, Muranaka, Hamamoto, and Suzuki seriously 
considerely the idea of disaffiliating from the UPWA and setting up an inde- 
pendent union on Kauai. They actually started to secure membership signatures 
on a petition to this effect. 

Epstein reacted promptly. He arranged to have a meeting called. Notices 
were posted on bulletin boards, but, except for one unit, no great effort was 
made to bring in the bulk of the Kauai membership. It is reliably estimated 
that less than 10 percent of the UPWA membership on Kauai was present, 
but the evidence indicates that almost all of the members of the Mahelona 
Hospital unit attended. Witnesses before this commission have described it as a 
“stacked” meeting. 

One of the most extraordinary aspects of this meeting was the identity of 
the presiding officer, Mitsuo “Slim” Shimizu. Shimizu was neither an officer, 
a member, nor an honorary member of the UPWA, and had no official affiliation 
with the organization. He was a director of the Kauai division, ILWU, Local 
142 

At the meeting Epstein acted as the prosecuting attorney. The three de- 
fendants had no defense counsel, and only Suzuki spoke in their defense. The 
decision was made by open (not secret) vote, and the three were expelled by 
a count of 45-13. 

Testimony before this commission indicates that this procedure violated the 
UPWA constitution in effect at the time in several respects. This constitution 
provided that the accused should be given the specific written charge; that he 
should have 21 days in which to answer the charge; that he would be tried 
by the division executive board; that he should have a bona fide member of 
the UPWA in good standing to defend him; that the prosecutor should also 
be a bona fide member of the UPWA in good standing; that the regional director 
is ineligible to be prosecutor, and that the division executive board give a written 
decision within 7 days. Except for a presentation of a written charge, none 
of these provisions was met at the expulsion meeting on Kauai. 


JACK HALL AND THE ILWU ARBITRATE THE DISPUTE 


Even more extraordinary were the developments that followed. On September 
27, 1953, 10 days after this meeting, the 3 expelled members were asked to come 
to Honolulu, all expenses paid. A meeting, originally to be held at the ILWU 
hall in Honolulu, was actually held at the home of Jack Hall because the ILWU 
conference room was in use. Present at this meeting were 2 of the 3 Kauai 
expellees—Hamamoto and Suzuki. The other men present were Jack Hall, 
Henry Epstein, Max Roffman, “Slim” Shimizu, Frank Silva (business agent 
for the Kauai division, LLWU Local, 142), Joe “Blurr” Kealalio (president of 


1 John K. Haili, Territorial president of the UPWA in 1953, was asked about this inci- 
dans onan he testified before this commission. He stated that he had not attended the 
meting. 

“COUNSEL. Did anybody ever tell you later that Mr. Shimizu had in fact presided over 
that expulsion meeting? 

“Haiti. Yes; I heard about that. 

aera Did anybody tell you why it was that he presided over the meeting? 

“Haiti. No. 

“COUNSEL. Weren't a little bit curious that an ILWU man would preside over a 
at 5 poms involving the expulsion of three important members? 

“Hariri. No. F 

egy You didn’t think about it one way or the other? 

“Hari. No. 

Mn ype Is it a customary procedure for nonunion members to preside over UPWA 
meetings ? 

“Harti. You're s of Slim Shimizu? 

“CounseL. That’s righ 

“Harti. Well, I tell you I wasn’t there at the time.” 
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ILWU Local, 142), Sakai Yoshioka (who had been elected vice president in 
place of Muranaka), and Jackie Rodrigues (who had been elected secretary- 
treasurer in place of Hamamoto), Hall, Silva, and Kealalio have all been 
identified as members of the Communist Party. 

A possible method of reinstatement was discussed at this meeting, which 
was presided over by Jack Hall. As a result, both those expelled, and the 
ether group, Epstein, Yoshioka, and Rodrigues, agreed to arbitration of the dis- 
pute. The arbitration committee was composed of Jack Hall, Max Roffman, 
and Frank Silva. 

The committee and the disputing parties met again on the following Thurs- 
day on Kauai. It was agreed that Muranaka, Suzuki, and Hamamoto should 
sign a declaration of union principles (in effect, that they were wrong to try to 
break away from the parent union). In return, Epstein, Yoshioka, and Rod- 
rigues would work for the reinstatement of the three at the forthcoming Ter- 
ritorial convention. 

The convention actually passed such a resolution and referred it to the 
Kauai division for action by the membership. 

The foregoing events lead to the conclusion that the Communist apparatus in 
Hawaii swung behind Epstein to heal a serious breach which might have weak- 
ened Communist control of the UPWA. 


RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE UPW AND THE ILWU 


The Kauai revolt also points up the unusually close relationship between the 
UPW and the ILWU in Hawaii. The evidence indicates that Epste'n had erred 
in precipitously expelling the three Kauai members and that the top ILWU 
efficials, rather than the elected officials of the UPW, had stepped in to cor- 
rect the mistake. The ILWU’s direct influence in the UPW is illustrated by 
Shimizu’s presiding over the hastily called meeting that expelled the three. 

Numerous ties between the two unions have been noted before. As early as 
May 1947, when Flaxer first brought Epstein to Hawaii the former conferred 
with Jack Hall regarding the possibilities of putting on a drive for new mem- 
bers for the UPWA, and the extent that the ILWU could assist in such a drive. 

The UPW has its offices in the ILWU Memorial Building on Atkinson Drive 
in Honolulu. Similarly, the UPW enjoys the use of ILWU facilities on other 
islands. ILWU officials regularly address conventions of the UPW and meetings 
of its Territorial executive board (executive council), and the ILWU frequently 
gives Henry Epstein the use of its radio program time. One UPWA Territorial 
council passed a resolution during its meeting on January 23-24, 1949, encourag- 
ing the membership to listen regularly to the ILWU radio program. 

Prior to its October 1953, convention, there was public speculation that the 
UPW would merge with the IL.WU after its formal disaffiliation frcm the DPWA. 
At the meeting of the UPW Territorial executive board on January 15-16, 1954, 
Jack Hall, still regional director of the ILWU despite his conviction on Smith 
Act charges, told the board that the UPW was doing all right on its own and there 
was no point in its merging with the ILWU at this time. He also stated that 
affiliation with the ILWU would only cause confusion among the UPW mem- 
bership. Epstein has stated publicly that one factor making it difficult to merge 
with the ILWU is the no-strike clause in the UPW constitution. 

At the same meeting, Jack Hall called for the UPW to take united political ac- 
tion with the ILWU. He stated that the ILWU was willing to assist the UPW 
in every way possible. 

After Hall’s speech, the UPW executive committee laid out a plan of political 
action for 1954. This plan calls for each division to work out a general legis- 
lative program of its own, and to implement this program on the county level 
jointly with the ILWU. Epstein was authorized to work out a program on the 
Territorial level. He was also authorized to recommend candidates to the 
membership on the basis of past voting records. 

Aside from a natural affinity of the UPW and the ILWU in their mutual Com- 
munist leadership, a potent factor in the close relationship between the two unions 
undoubtedly is the common political advantage of such cooperation. 


CONCLUSIONS 


In light of the foregoing evidence, this commission makes the following con- 
clusions : 
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(1) The United Public Workers in Hawaii is controlled by the Com- 
munist Party through the instrument of Henry Epstein and other paid em- 
ployees of the union—Stephen Murin, Max Roffman, and Jeanette Nakama 
Rohrbough. 

(2) The Communist Party has exploited the UPW and its membership 
primarily for Communist purposes. 

(3) In conflicts of interest between the Communist Party and the rank- 
and-file membership of the union, the Communist interest has prevailed. 

(4) The elected officials of the union and the rank and file either cannot 
or will not recognize that their union is Communist dominated. So far as 
is known, they have taken no steps to rid the union of its Communist taint. 
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